
 
 

Foothills Presbytery Worship Service 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 

 

PRELUDE          Easter Thursday                 David Boles, dulcimer 

CALL TO WORSHIP           Chad Wright-Pittman 

One:    Let us turn our hearts to worship the God of both sorrow and love -- 
 the God that turns our grief and sadness into the promise of hope and new things. 

One: Do not be distant, O Lord, 
All: lest I find this burden of loss too heavy, 
 and shrink from the necessary experience of my grief. 

One: Do not be distant, O Lord, 
All: lest I become so mired in yesterday’s hurts, 
 that I miss entirely the living gifts this day might hold. 

One: Let me neither ignore my pain, pretending all is okay when it isn’t, 
 nor coddle and magnify my pain, 
 so that I dull my capacity to experience all that remains good in this life. 
All: For joy that denies sorrow is neither hard-won, nor true, nor eternal.  
 It is not real joy at all. 
 And sorrow that refuses to make space for the return of joy and hope, 
 in the end becomes nothing more than a temple for the worship of my own woundedness. 

One: So give me strength, O God, to feel this grief deeply, never to hide my heart from it.  
All: And give me also hope enough to remain open to surprising encounters with joy,  
  as one on a woodland path might stumble suddenly into dapplings of golden light. 

One: Amidst the pain that lades these days, give me courage, O Lord; 
All:  courage to live them fully, to love and to allow myself to be loved, 
 to remember, grieve, and honor what was, 
 to live with thanksgiving in what is, and to invest in the hope of what will be. 

One: Be at work gilding these long heartbreaks with the advent of new joys, good friendships,  
 true fellowships, unexpected delights.  
         Remind me again and again of your goodness, your presence, your promises. 
 



All:      For this is who we are:  
 a people of The Promise — 
 a people shaped in the image of God whose very being generates all joy in the universe,
 yet who also weeps and grieves its brokenness. 

One:    So we, your children, are also at liberty to lament our losses, 
All: even as we simultaneously rejoice in the hope of their coming restoration. 

One:    Let me learn now, O Lord, to do this as naturally as the inhale and exhale of a single breath:   

 (Breathe in and out with me.) 

 To breathe out sorrow, 
 to breathe in joy. 

 To breathe out lament, 
 to breathe in hope. 

 To breathe out pain, 
 to breathe in comfort. 

  To breathe out sorrow, 
 To breathe in joy. 

 In one hand I grasp the burden of my grief, 
 while with the other I reach 
 for the hope of grief’s redemption. 

All:       And here, between the tension of the two, 
 between what was and what will be, 
 in the very is of now, 
 let my heart be surprised by, shaped by, warmed by, remade by, 
 the same joy that forever wells within and radiates from your heart, O God. 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross             Mandy Keathley 

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 

We always stand in a larger community than just those who are around us daily. 
For those who are older, many of the people who shaped our spiritual journeys are now gone. 

But this is the time of year, the time near All Saints Day,  
that the church calls us to remember our mothers and fathers in the faith. 

We are truly surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,  
the church and its people across the centuries, that were faithful to God and to us. 

NECROLOGY  

One: Let us prayerfully remember those who have gone before us  
  as we name the Saints of the churches of Foothills Presbytery. 

LITANY 

One:  God of the ages, we praise you for all your servants who have done justice, loved mercy,  
  and walked humbly with you. For all the saints who have gone before us, 
All:  we give you thanks, O God, for our ancestors in the faith. 
 
One:  For all the saints who have been beloved to us, 
All:  we give you thanks for our loved ones who have entered your Church Triumphant. 



One:  For all the saints who have left us too soon, 
All:  O God, we mourn their death, and they remain in our hearts. 
One:  For all the saints who are still shining lights in this world, 
All:  may we learn from their ways and follow you. 
One:  For those we have known and loved, who by their faithful obedience and steadfast hope have  
 shown the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, and especially for those members of Foothills  
 Presbytery who have, since last All Saints’ Day, finished their race and are now at rest with you.  
 We give you thanks, O God, and for these your servants, 
One:  we praise you. Keep us grateful for their witness and, like them, eager to follow in the way of  
 Christ. Then at the last, bring us with them to share in the inheritance of the saints in light;  
 through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE     Joyful is the Dark              Mandy Keathley 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                        Psalm 30 

NEW TESTAMENT READING            John 16:16-22 

STORIES OF HOPE 

 Rev. Christi Owen Brown- First Church, Spartanburg 
 Anne Tedder and Debbie Williamson- First Church, Anderson 
 Dr. Mac and Janet Carroll- Limestone Church 
 Rev. Whitney Moss- Fountain Inn Church 
 Rev. John Hartman- Seneca Church 
 Susan Oldham, CRE- First Church, Spartanburg 
 Rev. Dr. Lerone Wilder- Mattoon Church 
 Ginna Lister- Easley Church 
 Rev. Jackie Putnam- Fourth Church 
 Rev. Hudson Neely- Tyger River Church 

MUSICAL MEDITATION            Waters of Babylon Suite   David Boles, Dulcimer  

During the musical meditation, you’re invited to name your nouns: 
What people, places, and things in your life and church have been a sign of Christ's hope springing out of the dark? 

  



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       from the Brief Statement of Faith    Allyson Helvie 

All: In life and in death we belong to God. 
  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
  we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  whom alone we worship and serve. 

 We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
  everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
  The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
  sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
  and binds us together with all believers 
  in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

 The same Spirit 
  who inspired the prophets and apostles 
  rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
  engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
  claims us in the waters of baptism, 
  feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
  and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 

 In a broken and fearful world 
  the Spirit gives us courage 
  to pray without ceasing, 
  to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
  to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
  to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
  and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,  
  we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
  and to live holy and joyful lives, 
  even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
  praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 With believers in every time and place, 
  we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
  can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE    Come Sing to God              Mandy Keathley 

SENDING  

POSTLUDE   Our God, Our Help in Ages Past (arr. Burkhardt)            Marcia Andrews 
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