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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
A century ago, members of First Presbyterian Church laid a
foundation for the future by establishing The 1843 Fund, a
collection of endowed funds to grow and produce revenue for
our church family in perpetuity. They knew God’s plan would
include our church family today, and they equipped us to fulfill
our calling to serve by investing in our future. It is incumbent
upon us to do the same – to continue to invest in those who will
follow, leaving as our legacy resources to support their worship
and the work they will one day undertake. 

Since the initial investment of $10,000 from the estate of
David and Eliza Judd, The 1843 Fund has grown to nearly $10
million today. It is a vital financial foundation for both today and
the future, producing revenue that allows us to meet emerging
needs in our congregation, our community, and our world
beyond what is provided by our annual giving or capital
campaigns. This past year, The 1843 Fund distributed $418,397
to ministries, missions, outreach projects, and facilities
preservation. From providing living and medical expenses to
Spartanburg citizens in need to supporting transitional living for
young adults through the Hope Center for Children, from
funding our Faith Initiative to End Child Poverty to helping
protect children from slavery and sex trafficking in India, and
from providing repairs and upgrades in our own facilities to
assisting a sister church by supporting the Tyger River Chapel,
we are truly doing God’s work through The 1843 Fund. But
there is so much more work to be done. 
  
There are many ways you can support The 1843 Fund to help
our corpus continue to grow during your lifetime and upon your
death. These are outlined on the last page of this annual report.
We hope you will prayerfully consider adding The 1843 Fund to
your estate plans as part of your legacy at First Presbyterian
Church. 
  
Ben Wall 
Chairman, First Presbyterian Church Advancement Committee
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In 2019, forty-nine families in our church and in our community were supported by the 1843 Fund.
Individuals received assistance with the cost of rent, utilities, auto and home repairs, and

medical/dental expenses. These one-time gifts help individuals and families get back on track and are
given in the strictest confidence.

the 1843 Fund continued in 2019 to

make a difference in the lives of

so many people

OUTREACH
the support we give to individuals

outside first presbyterian church

$ 37,371 for rent, utilities, repairs, and medical expenses

MINISTRIES
Our work within the walls of 

first presbyterian church

$ 54,917 to benefit the church
A number of ministries benefited from the generosity of the 1843 Fund in 2019. These funds

supported Special Needs Education, Ecclesiastical Music, the Health and Youth Ministries,
Sabbaticals for pastors, Healthy Seminarians, and Presbyterian Homes. 
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In 2019, The 1843 Fund distributed $418,397
to our many ministries, missions, outreach
projects, and facilities preservation.



FPC funds helped open the Transitional Living
Center in the former Ellen Hines Smith Girls’
Home at Cedar Springs. This center houses young
men and women ages 16 to 22, offering 24/7
support as they gain skills needed to live
independently. 2019 is the second year of a two-
year commitment to the Hope Center for
Children.

Hope Center offers five programs to stop child
abuse and neglect: two programs serving families
deemed at greater risk for abuse or neglect, two
programs providing around the clock support for
victims of abuse or neglect, and one program
working with homeless youth.

To learn more about Hope Center for Children,
visit www.hopecfc.org.

LOCAL 

MISSIONS

the support we give to other
agencies and organizations in

the church and in the community
to bring the compassion, justice,

and peace of jesus christ

$ 27,000 for 
the faith initiative to end

child poverty

$ 15,000 for 
the tyger river chapel 

foundation
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$ 20,000 for the hope center transitional living

More information on Page 8For the Tyger River Chapel

*These are just a few of the many missions supported by the 1843 Fund



First Presbyterian Church  partnered with Set Free
Alliance in India to help free children from slavery and
sexual violence. They have rescued over 8,000 child
slaves from forced labor employment in the mines, brick
factories, and sex trafficking operations in the state of
Andhara Padesh. 

Many of these children have been reunited with their
families while the other rescued children receive
housing, food, and education at a safe Christian campus
and leased church facilities. In addition, Set Free
Alliance supports a network of Christian ministers who
serve the spiritual and physical needs of the poorest
communities in the surrounding areas.

To learn more about Set Free Alliance, visit
www.setfreealliance.org

INTERNATIONAL

MISSIONS

the support we give to other 
agencies and organizations in the
church and around the world to
bring the compassion, justice, and
peace of jesus christ

$ 12,000 for set free alliance

The well-being of children is so important in this world.
Our Lord Jesus said of little children, “the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14) And
yet, so many children are abandoned and neglected. They
are forced to live on the streets and survive with no family.

The Philippine capital of Manila has a large population of
street children. Guided by member Ken Compton’s
concern and frequent travel to Manila, First Presbyterian
is making a difference in the lives of these children.
Shelter, supervision, food, medical care, and education are
funded in part by FPC from the Malphrus Fund.
Endowment funds can make concerns and dreams  to save
the street children of Manila a reality and will show how
God’s love reaches around the world.

To learn more about Precious Heritage, visit
www.preciousheritagechildren.org.

$ 3,000 for precious heritage philippines mission
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*These are just a few of the many missions supported by the 1843 Fund



$8,200 - FLC roof repairs

$9,838 - flc equipment

$17,900 - electrical controls

$14,969 - office remodels

$24,284 - computer upgrades

$28,454 - water heater/chiller

FACILITIES
IMPROVEMENTS &
PRESERVATION 

for improvements and long-

term maintenance of our

buildings and grounds for the

continuing glory of god
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Custom-made bulletin boards for 
the Children's Ministry area
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Three new recumbent bikes were purchased and placed in the 
Family Life Center Workout Area

Much needed repairs completed on the
Family Life Center roof



Childcare and Early Childhood Education
Generational Literacy
Living Wage
Neighborhood Isolation

"Love your neighbor as yourself." (Mark 12:31)

Work continues in the effort to join with Spartanburg’s faith community and local non-profit
organizations to help address the staggering statistic that 47.5% of children live in poverty in the City of
Spartanburg.  Our kick off Summit in April of 2019 brought together 65 different local non-profits and
churches along with individuals, totaling over 160 participants. They worked and worshipped together
for two days to learn how Spartanburg came to the disparities that cause poverty today and the root
causes that need addressing.
 
The attendees responded with eagerness to help going forward and joined with other community
leaders to participate on steering and advisory committees. Focus groups also met regularly to learn
more about four key areas: 

This Summit sparked an interest from many diverse communities of faith to join together to begin
dialogue and partnerships to eradicate child poverty. The $27,000 from the Lucas Fund will help to
cover costs incurred with training and meeting expenses along with a Summit 2.0 to update the
community and generate continued momentum, working along side our brothers and sister in faith.

There is so much more

work to be done

The FAith Initiative to End Child Poverty
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Ministers and staff work for the overall health of the church
every day. This daily work serves as an extension of their
commitment to God and to reflect Christ to others.

The Rev. Joanne Hull, associate pastor of congregational care,
is assisted by Parish Nurse Beth Cecil. Care programs include
Healing and Wholeness services, daily visitation to homes and
hospitals, grief support, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and ongoing
CPR training. FPC offers the Stephen Ministry program, blood
drives, vaccine and skin screening clinics, the Special Needs
Sunday School class, and annual Health Committee
programming.

Donations to The 1843 Fund have combined to minister to
human hearts, providing hope and second chances
to those who need it the most.

The construction of First Presbyterian Church's original
buildings are over 100 years old. The age of these buildings
makes it more challenging to maintain the beauty and
functionality of all our facilities on the 10-acre campus.

Some years are better than others when repairs are small, but
when large repairs are needed the annual operating budget is
challenged to handle it. Today the fluctuating nature of repairs
and remodels is better understood and the best institutions
now insist the long-term maintenance be endowed with the
initial construction of a facility.

The best practice we have found is to endow 20% of the
replacement cost. We are grateful for the five endowed funds
that currently support our facilities, but by today’s standards
we need approximately five times what we have today to
ensure our beautiful campus is a perpetual beacon for the
message of Jesus Christ.

Health and healing

facilities improvements and preservation 
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Area

Outreach

Ministries

Missions

Facilities 
Improvements & 
Preservation

General

Purpose

The support we give to individuals outside First
Presbyterian Church

Our work within the walls of First Presbyterian
Church

The support we give to other agencies and
organizations in the church and the community to
bring the compassion, justice, and peace of Jesus
Christ

For the long-term maintenance and improvements of
our buildings and grounds for the glory of God

For the general use of the church outside of the
annual operating budget

Fund

Judd
Purnell
Allen
Lucas
Scott
Burris
Holcomb

McGee
Greenwald
Park
Williams
Keith
Erwin/Freeman
Cecil
Penn Music
Penn Rec.
Music Facilities
WDS
West

Russel
McIver
McCutchen
Chapman
Spires
Wall

Thomas Joy Glenn
Perrin
Abercrombie
Bomar Thomson
Black Baker Baehr

Malphrus
Grier

Established

1919
1957
1972
1976
1994
2005
2008

1970
1975
1975
1991
1996
1998
2008
2010
2010
2011
2013
2013

1947
1948
1989
1995
1998
2010

1997
2000
2003
2013
2018

1992
2012

AS OF DECEMBER 31,
2019, THE 1843 FUND
HAS A RETURN RATE OF
7.8% WITH A POLICY TO
NOT EXCEED A 5%
SPEND OF THE BALANCE
AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE YEAR.

General
28%

Missions 
25%

Facilities
25%

Mnistries
13%

Outreach
9%



Testamentary Gifts (i.e., bequests in your Last Will and Testament)

Life Insurance - You may leave the proceeds of the policy or a portion of the proceeds of the
policy to the Endowment

IRA Accounts

Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) from your IRA to the Endowment

Appreciated Assets such as Stock - The Endowment would not be subject to the potential
capital gains

Charitable Trusts - You may achieve tax savings and benefits for assets in a charitable trust

Donor Advised Fund - You may designate the Endowment as a beneficiary of your Donor Fund

Gifts of Real Estate

     

frequently asked questions when

considering first presbyterian

church in your estate plans

Q:    WHAT ARE WAYS THAT I CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE ENDOWMENT?

Q:    WHEN CAN I CONTRIBUTE TO THE ENDOWMENT?

You can contribute during your lifetime or you can contribute upon your death through the
planned giving items addressed above.

Q:   I DO NOT CONSIDER MYSELF WEALTHY, SO WOULD MY SMALLER
      CONTRIBUTION HELP?

Absolutely. Every contribution to the Endowment propels the mission of the Church for
generations to come.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BEN WALL AT BWALL2@GMAIL.COM

A:

A:

A:


