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ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT OF THE 1843 FUND

Dear Friends in Christ,

In 1919, Mrs. Eliza Judd bequeathed to the trustees of First Presbyterian Church $10,000 to be used 
for the purpose of assisting needy women and children of the church.  Her husband, David Judd, was 
one of the original trustees and first treasurer of First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg, S.C.  The 
Judd family recognized the crucial importance of building a foundation of financial stability for the 
church they loved. Since then, several others have included First Presbyterian Church in their giving 
and estate plans, and the 1843 Fund has grown to over $12 million today. This collection of endowed 
funds gives us the ability to serve the needs of our congregation, our neighbors, and our friends in 
Christ throughout the world, providing a firm financial foundation that will perpetually enable First 
Presbyterian Church to help those in need.
  
Last year, The 1843 Fund distributed $353,452 to support missions, ministries, and the maintenance 
of our facilities. As you’ll see in the pages that follow, The 1843 Fund enables us to improve the lives of 
many through financial support, and when combined with the love and prayers of our congregation, 
we are making a meaningful impact. Some of the important missions receiving donations from our 
endowed funds include Habitat for Humanity, St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic, Thornwell Children’s 
Home, Hope Center for Children, Children’s Advocacy Center, and Mobile Meals. The 1843 Fund also 
assists with repairs and improvements to our buildings and grounds. While our facilities and campus 
generally reflect God’s beauty, many of our buildings are nearly a century old and require frequent 
attention and periodic maintenance that is difficult to foresee or handle with our operating budget. 

Reflecting upon 2021, it was encouraging to see how well First Presbyterian Church handled a 
period of transition. We benefited from strong interim and lay leadership that did an amazing job of 
implementing new programs after a global pandemic, supporting missions both locally and abroad, 
and positioning us for success moving forward. The 1843 Fund will continue to play a vital role in 
the future of our church and community, and we ask that you prayerfully consider how you can 
contribute to this important foundation of First Presbyterian Church.
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OUTREACH
PURNELL FUND

If you were to ask anyone at his school, they 
would all tell you the same thing: Everyone 
knows Kason. Regardless of what classes you 
had, or what hall you were on, you always 
recognized his laugh, his smile, and his love for 
life. It’s hard to imagine that, in 2021, his smile 
actually started to dwindle away.

Kason has a rare genetic disorder, known as 
Angelman syndrome. This condition causes him 
to be non-verbal and to use a wheelchair. To his 
loving mother, this was no inconvenience, as she 
could easily carry little Kason and his wheelchair 
down the stairs with little effort. 
That was, until Kason wasn’t little anymore.

Following his growth spurt, it became very 
difficult to carry Kason up and down the stairs. 
His teacher was also making house calls, which 
exacerbated the issue, as she could not come 
inside their home. Because of this, Kason’s 
unbreakable positive attitude started chipping 
away at an alarming rate. His teacher couldn’t 
stand seeing him like this, so she promised 
to find a way to help. 

That help came in the form of the Purnell Fund.

The Purnell Fund was established to reach out 
to those in need, both inside and outside of 
the church walls. When Kason’s teacher told 
his story to the Purnell committee, there was 
no way they could ignore it. They approved the 
construction of a wheelchair ramp for Kason.

The generous teacher reached out to Keith 
Blanton with Only 4 Him LLC, who took over the 
project with open arms. A few supplies and three 
days later, Kason went outside to find his new 
wheelchair ramp, and, along with it, the smile 
that he was always known for.

THE BOND OF SHARING CONNECTS ALL HUMANITY.



MINISTRIES
ECCLESIASTICAL MUSIC FUND

Music draws us close to God and 
each other. First Presbyterian’s 
music ministry has enjoyed a strong 
reputation in the community for its 
powerful concerts and outreach.

The Penn Fund has been a great 
asset to the worship and music life 
of our church. Thanks to this fund 
we have been able to enhance 
both worship services and concerts 
by being able to order and rent 
additional music, and to help pay for 
guest musicians. 

For example, in December 2021 it 
helped support the Chancel Choir’s 
seasonal musical offering, “A Light 
to All Nations” by providing funds for 
music and instrumentalists, and in 
March funded the orchestra for Alan 
Dyer’s welcome concert, featuring 
Dan Forrest’s “Lux: the Dawn From 
on High.”

This concert was only possible 
because we had the resources of the 
Penn Fund available to us.

O COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD; LET US MAKE 
A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE ROCK OF OUR SALVATION!

PSALM 95:1



MISSION
THE RUSSELL FUND

For nearly 30 years, Haiti Outreach 
Ministries has been sharing the 
message of God’s goodness with the 
people of Haiti through evangelism, 
education, and medical care. First 
Presbyterian Church has had an 
ongoing relationship with HOM for 
many years, which has included 
taking mission trips to Haiti, 
sponsoring children, and providing 
financial support. 

In 2021, The Russell Fund provided 
funds to Haiti Outreach Ministries 
for school and clinic support. HOM 
provides primary and secondary 
education for over 1,750 students 
through three primary schools and 
one secondary school, addressing 
a critical need in Haiti where public 
education is nonexistent. The clinic 
offers medical care for over 25,000 
patients annually, including children.

In addition to international outreach, 
our endowment funds in 2021 also 
supported several local missions, 
including St. Luke’s Free Medical 
Clinic, Hope Center for Children, 
Habitat for Humanity, Presbyterian 
Home, TOTAL Ministries, and 
Thornwell.



FACILITIES
THE COLUMBARIUM

A committee, formed at the urging of 
the late Dr. William Hamilton, spent 
more than ten years studying the 
concept of building a Columbarium 
at First Presbyterian, and considering 
designs and policies. It was always 
a dream to have a Columbarium on 
our church campus. The dream came 
to fruition in 2013.

However, despite the Columbarium’s 
presence at First Presbyterian, there 
has yet to be a maintenance fund 
established for it. This makes it hard 
to tend to the Columbarium, and 
keep it maintained to the aesthetic 
standards of the church.

The generosity of First Presbyterian 
Church stewards allowed the 
Columbarium to become a reality 
and further assistance can help 
establish a fund to help the structure 
remain the beautiful resting place 
it has become.

Endowment funds also improve 
the campus of First Presbyterian by 
way of roof repairs and new security 
cameras, as well as the installation 
of a needlepoint ionization air 
quality system in the Sanctuary, to 
ensure that our church is as safe and 
welcoming as possible.



FUND BALANCE AS OF 12/31/21 
$12,213,593

FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDING   

DECEMBER 31 ,  2021 ,  THE 1843 FUND’S  

INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE WAS 21 .43% . 

THE 1843 FUND HAS A POLICY SPEND 

RATE OF 5% OF THE TWELVE-QUARTER 

ROLLING AVERAGE.

Area

Outreach

Ministries

Missions

Facilities
Improvements &
Preservation

Purpose

The support we give to the 
individuals outside First 
Presbyterian Church

Our work within the walls of First 
Presbyterian Church

The support we give to other 
agencies and organizations in 
the church and the community 
to bring the compassions, justice, 
and peace of Jesus Christ.

For the long-term maintenance 
and improvements of our 
buildings and grounds for the 
glory of God

Fund

Judd
Purnell
Allen
Lucas
Scott
Burris
Holcomb

McGee
Greenwald
Park
Williams
Keith
Erwin/Freeman
Cecil
Penn Music
Penn Rec.
Music Facilities
WDS
West

Russell
McIver
McCutchen
Chapman
Spires
Wall

Thomas Joy Glenn
Perrin
Abercrombie
Bomar Thomson
Black Baker Baehr
Malphrus
Grier

Est.

1919
1957
1972
1976
1994
2005
2008

1947
1948
1989
1995
1998
2010

1997
2000
2003
2013
2018
1992
2012

1970
1975
1975
1991
1996
1998
2008
2010
2010
2011
2013
2013

Outreach
24%

Facilities
26%

Missions
23%

Ministries
27%



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS WHEN
CONSIDERING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS

Q: WHAT ARE SOME WAYS THAT I CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE ENDOWMENT?

WHEN CAN I CONTRIBUTE TO THE ENDOWMENT?

I DO NOT CONSIDER MYSELF WEALTHY, SO WOULD MY SMALLER 
CONTRIBUTION HELP?

Q:

Q: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT LYNISE CLARKE AT  
LCLARKE@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG OR (864) 208-2130

STAY TUNED FOR UPCOMING EVENTS AND MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ENDOWMENT AND THE 1843 LEGACY SOCIETY.

A:

A:

A:

• Bequest through will or trust – among the simplest and most generous 
ways to give.

• Charitable remainder trust - an irrevocable gift of assets into a 
charitable trust that names First Presbyterian Church as the remainder 
beneficiary

• Gift of life insurance – if life insurance’s original purposes have been 
achieved, consider re-employing it to power the mission of First 
Presbyterian Church

• Charitable lead trust - distribute funds to First Presbyterian Church for 
multiple years before passing them on to your loved ones with little or 
no tax

• Bequest of retirement plan assets – a gift of retirement assets may be 
worth significantly more if you donate it to First Presbyterian Church 
than if you pass it on to your heirs

You can contribute during your lifetime or you can contribute upon your 
death through the planned giving items addressed above.

Absolutely. Every contribution to the Endowment propels the mission of the 
Church for generations to come.


