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Call to Order with Prayer
 Dr. Lewis F. Galloway, Interim Pastor

2021 Statistical Report
   and Report from the Ministries of the Church
 Elder Leland G. Close Jr., Clerk of Session
 Deacon Cheryl O. Lang, Diaconate Chair

Finance Committee Report Elder S. Michael Pack Jr.

Congregational Nominating Committee Report
 Elder Joshua B. Jones

Personnel Committee Report Elder C. Sloan Evans

Pastoral Nominating Committee Report
   and Recommendation Elder David M. Beacham

Adjournment with prayer

Agenda 

Statistical Report

Membership
Prior Active Members 2283
Gains
 Certificate 25
 Youth Professions 25
 Professions and Reaffirmations 18
Total Gains 68
Losses
 Certificate 13
 Deaths 43
 Deleted for any Other Reason 124
Total Losses 180
Total Ending Active Members 2171

Baptisms 20

Average Weekly Worship Attendance 558

Church Leadership

Class of 2022
Vic Bailey

Palmer Ball
Kathryn Bridges

Charlie Burns
Randall Chambers

Lee Close
Andrew Darr
Lynn Edwards

Melissa France
Debbie Kocisko

Craig Long
Kay Maddox

Stephen Parrott
Jessalyn Story

Mary Lorick Thompson
Class of 2023
Martha Bean

Dawn Bingham
Anna Blanton

De Calvert
Muffet Chapman

Sloan Evans
Donna Kennedy

Frank Lee
Emily Neely
Bill Oldham

Michael Pack
Jennifer Parker

Norman Pulliam
Septima Smith

Mary Helen Wade
Class of 2024

Harold Ballenger
Louie Blanton

Blair Clementson
John Faris
Patti Foy

Callie Hammett
John Harrill
Josh Jones
Cesily King

Andy Lancaster
Cathy Martinez

Paul McKee
Brand Stille

Wesley Stoddard
Charlotte Verreault

Class of 2022
Hillary Brock
Chris Brown
Rob Elliott

Chris Groke
Dana Halliday
Andy Halligan

Catherine Johnson
Leigh Anne Langley

John Lefebvre
Natalie Mullen

Bryan Pack
Joe Pinilla
Will Ringo

Marsh Rogers
Josh Summers

Class of 2023
Leah Blanton

Marsha Calvert
Mallory Edwards
Susan Gaubert
Ben Harrison
Cheryl Lang

Sherron Langley
Scottie Lummus

Jack Mason
Alex Powell

Ryan Reynolds
Melissa Sullivan

Sally White
Hannah Zimmerman

Class of 2024
Cathy Bagwell

Katherine Barre
David Berry
Baker Boles
Jeff Cleland

Mary Grace Close
Holly Hoenig

Will Hoy
Lee Jenkins
Laura Keller
Betty Tate

Josh Thompson
Amy Usry

Frazier Wilson

Elders Deacons



The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg is comprised of Ordained Elders duly elected each year by the 
congregation. Session is organized into four Ministries, each including the requisite operational committees to carry 
out the work of the church.

2021 Session Report to the Congregation

reinstating in-person Sunday School, circles, and 
Bible studies while keeping remote options available, 
Lenten video devotions and Advent devotions, the 
new Abide Sunday School class, attendance at the 
Montreat Women’s Connection Conference, and a 
very successful WAF fall program.

The Children’s Discipleship Committee works with the 
Associate Pastor 
for Education 
and Discipleship 
and the Director 
of Children’s 
Ministry to 
schedule and 
facilitate all 
children’s 
educational 
programming. 
During 
2021, Family 
Bible School 
successfully 
resumed, 
and with the 
transition to interim leadership by Rev. Ansley Page 
and Beth Burris, Children’s Education is thriving.
The Youth Ministry Committee works with the 
Director/Associate Pastor for Youth and Associate 
Director for Youth to oversee the entire Youth 
Program. During 2021 the Youth program was kept 
active during pandemic challenges, a successful 
confirmation class was completed, the youth 
attended the Montreat Youth Conference, and Carrie 
Coleman with Rafe Andrews revitalized the program 
upon the departure of the youth pastor.
The Young Adult Committee works with the Associate 
Pastor for Young Adults and Mission to provide 
expanded interest programming for the young adult 
members of First Presbyterian, as well as other 
young adults in the community. Numerous YA social 
activities were held during 2021, as well as the 
creation of a new Young Women’s Bible Study and 
a new Sunday School class, Abide. A new advisory 
committee was created, and strategic planning was 
begun.

The Ministry of Worship and Music
The Worship Committee works with the pastors 
and staff to facilitate issues involved in the multiple 
worship services offered to the congregation. 2021 
was a year of re-establishing worship practices. 
Worship services returned to in-person, Shelter 
services were approved, and communion was 
observed safely. Baptisms and weddings were held, 
as well as Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans. Committee members 
organized youth and children’s participation in 
worship as acolytes and scripture readers. Weekly, 
the beautifully designed flower arrangements are 
dismantled to share with others. Additionally, the 
marquee was refreshed and the funeral policy was 
updated.
The Music Committee works specifically with 
the music staff to facilitate music in worship, the 
multiple choirs which are part of church life, special 
musical programs and offerings, inclusion of special 
musicians in worship and items to be approved by or 
reported to Session. Early in 2021, the Chancel Choir 
creatively found ways to bring worship music to the 
congregation, with parking garage concerts and pre-
recorded anthems. Nine new members have joined 
the choir. The Chamber Singers, Children’s Choirs, and 
Handbells all resumed live performances in the fall.

The Ministry of Education and Discipleship
The Adult Discipleship Committee works with 
the Associate Pastor for E&D to facilitate the 
entire Adult Education program for the church. 
Key accomplishments during 2021 include safely 

The Ministry of Worship and Music

The Ministry of Education and Discipleship



The Ministry of Mission
The Local Mission Committee oversees all activities 
regarding our community outreach. During 2021, 
benevolence funds were distributed to 16 community 
partners whose service focus aligns with the Faith 
Initiative to End Child Poverty. The Neighborhood 
Meal Ministry resumed, Winter Warmth distributed 
over 600 coats, Angel Tree served 121 children, and 
the Reverse Advent Calendar collected food supplies 
to support Hand in Hand.
The Faith Initiative to End Child Poverty grew 
from a report in 2018 published by USC-Upstate 
illustrating the gross disparity in outcomes among 
children born into different neighborhoods in our 
community. To decrease the number of children 
in Spartanburg County living below the federal 
poverty line, the Initiative is working to address 
four focus areas: Childcare and Early Childhood 
Education, Generational Literacy, Living Wage, and 
Neighborhood Isolation. Three new congregations 
joined the effort in 2021.
The Peace and Justice Task Force was created by 
Session to find ways to help the congregation grow in 
our understanding of issues surrounding our faith and 
equity. Often the issues facing the task force center 
on the long-standing issue of race in our community 
and the efforts needed from the faith community to 
make Spartanburg a better place for all citizens.
The International Mission Committee focuses on our 
Global Mission partners Solid Rock International in 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti Outreach Ministries in 
Haiti, Iglesia Presbyteria Reformada in Santa Clara, 
Cuba, and Precious Heritage Ministries Foundation in 
the Philippines. Witness Season 2021 far exceeded 
the giving goal to allow Ministry of Hope – Lesotho to 
expand facilities and acquire new equipment.
The Campus Ministry Committee works hand in hand 
with other PC USA congregations in Spartanburg 
to provide leadership and programming for UKIRK, 
housed at Second Presbyterian Church. UKIRK seeks 

to engage the student populations at all the colleges 
in Spartanburg County, offering activities and a place 
to engage spiritually while they are in school.

The Ministry of Administration
The Communications Committee works on all forms 
of communication to the congregation including 
website, email, social media, livestream, zoom, and 
print communications. Equipment and apps were 
upgraded during 2021 to enhance connectivity for 
remote activities and livestreaming. Moveable TV 
carts have been equipped to allow for hybrid in-
person/Zoom meetings.
The Endowment Advancement Committee works with 
the Church Treasurer to manage existing investments 
and seeks to make the congregation aware of lifetime 
and estate giving opportunities to enhance the 
long-term financial stability of First Presbyterian. 
The 1843 Fund annual report was distributed to the 
congregation to provide transparency. The committee 
researched other churches’ policies and procedures 
for fund management.
The Facilities Committee works tirelessly to manage 
all aspects of our beautiful and complex church 
campus. This includes both maintenance and capital 
projects and also includes campus security during 
and between church activities. A new digital security 
camera system for the church building and grounds 
was installed to provide a safer environment for 
everyone.
Emergency Preparedness identified needed upgrades 
in equipment, procedures, and staffing for needed 
site security.
Every month, the Finance Committee reviews all 
revenue and expense items against the budget; 
a monthly report is shared with Session. The 
committee, along with the Church Financial Officer, 
provides either an internal review or outside 
independent audit in alternating years.

The Ministry of Mission

The Ministry of Administration



The Diaconate has 45 members serving our congregation.  In the Book of Order, deacons are called to a ministry of 
compassion, witness, and service, sharing the redeeming love of Jesus Christ with others.  At First Presbyterian Church, 
through the Care, Engage and Connect Ministries, we embrace this charge and work to share Christ’s love with our 
congregation, community and world.  

2021 Diaconate Report to the Congregation

The Officer Placement Committee engages all newly 
elected officers on an annual basis to place each 
person in service assignments most suited to their 
skill sets and interests.
The Personnel Committee works alongside the Senior 
Pastor to manage staff and human resource issues 
on an ongoing basis. The committee facilitated the 
call of our Interim Senior Pastor, Lewis Galloway. Job 
descriptions were reviewed and updated, and a new 
performance review procedure was established for 

In life and in death, through good times and bad, 
we know that Christ is present, redeeming our 
brokenness, celebrating our joys and leading us 
to wholeness and peace. We seek to care for the 
church through the Bereavement, Farthest Pew, Meal 
Ministry, Life Events, Purnell and Stephen Ministry 
committees.
The Bereavement Committee provides personal 
care to those who lose close family members and 
offers comfort to those who lose members of their 
extended families. 
The Farthest Pew brings the church to those who are 
unable to attend in person for various reasons. This is 
accomplished by sharing communion, making visits, 
and reaching out with notes and cards.
The Meal Ministry serves the congregation by 
providing comfort and assistance during times of 
illness, surgery or bereavement. By providing a warm 
meal and fellowship, they seek to reach members 
with nurture and love.
Life Events reaches out to support, celebrate and 
uplift the lives of our church family with expressions 
of God’s love through written notes, meals and calls 
offering words of encouragement, care, thanksgiving 
or concern. 
The Purnell Committee assists church members 
and those in the community who are in financial 
distress. They do this using monies provided by the 
Purnell and Judd endowed funds. Support is provided 

so families facing 
hardships can get 
back on their feet 
again.
Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministers 
are members of 
our congregation 
trained to offer care, 
encouragement, 
emotional and 
spiritual support 
to people who are 
hurting. A trained 
Stephen Minister 
meets and provides 
high-quality, one-to-
one, Christ-centered care to people experiencing life 
difficulties.  

 
We do not want our church members to be caught in 
the gap between simply attending church and truly 
being a part of it. Engagement provides opportunity 
for Christ-centered fellowship, familiarity and fun such 
that the members become the church. Opportunities 
to engage are organized by the Fellowship, Health, 
Joy Fellowship, Recreation and Wednesdays at First 
committees.
The Fellowship Committee plans and hosts events for 
the congregation to celebrate church events, seasons, 

Care Ministry

Engage Ministry

pastoral staff and all team members. The committee 
worked quickly to establish interim leadership for 
youth and children’s ministries upon departure of the 
prior leadership.
The Stewardship Committee not only prepares 
and runs the annual stewardship campaign, but 
continually updates the congregation on our pace of 
giving throughout the year. Enhanced efforts during 
2021 have yielded 389 pledges for 2022 to date, 
totaling over $2.3 million.



milestones and community gatherings. Included are 
Summer Sizzles, picnics, back to school events, young 
adult dinners and family gatherings.
The Health Committee focuses on the wellness of the 
whole person. With attention to the interconnected-
ness of the mind, body and spirit, they assist individu-
als, families and groups of people in managing their 
health and wellbeing. The Parish Nurse is supported 
by this committee and helps those with illnesses, 
offers transportation to doctor visits, and organizes 
wellness activities and vaccine clinics.
JOY (Just Older Youth) Fellowship provides events 
for senior adults in our congregation. These events 
promote fellowship and communion among our 
older members, allowing for spiritual growth and 
companionship.
The Recreation Committee works with the Director 
in the promotion of the recreational offerings of the 
church, the most popular of which is youth league 

basketball. The Committee provides awareness of 
facilities, classes, and opportunities for engagement 
for all ages in the gym and fitness areas with which 
we are blessed.
The Wednesdays at First (WAF) Committee stages 
and oversees the Wednesday night meal service.  
They collect monies, set up and break down the 
food service and dining areas each Wednesday, and 
support the Director of Hospitality, as needed. They 
want every family to enjoy the food and fellowship 
offered at WAF.

 
While He lived on earth, Jesus welcomed all people 
into His presence.  Following His example, we hold 
high the responsibility to welcome and embrace 
each other. Through the Connect Ministry, we seek 

to offer hospitality and care to all who come through 
our doors whether first time guests or long-time 
members.  We do this through the Visitor, Welcome, 
Greeters and Offering committees.
The Visitor Committee offers points of connection 
and contact for all who visit First Presbyterian Church, 
creating a welcoming and caring environment for 
worship and fellowship.
The Welcome Ministry organizes and conducts 
Welcome classes for all seeking information or 
wanting to join our church.  New members will learn 
of the many opportunities for involvement and be 
offered guidance and encouragement as they become 
involved and immersed in the church. 
Greeters supply the immediate warm welcome and 
friendly face to members and visitors on our campus. 
They are well-informed church members who are 
able to answer questions, provide literature and 
direct people to the Service, the Welcome Center and 
other parts of the campus.
The Offering Committee is responsible to take up 
the offering, count the loose bills, and place both in 
a secure location each week. They are the stewards 
who ensure all have the opportunity to give and that 
the monies are gathered responsibly and handled 
securely.

Connect Ministry



Financial Reports

2021 / 2022 Operating Budgets

 2021 2022
 Budget Budget
Operating Income  
Contributions/Pledges  $2,780,169   $2,898,725 
  
Operating Expenses  
Ministry of Worship  $6,874   $6,670 
Ministry of Music  $28,489   $31,489 
Ministry of Discipleship  $18,513   $19,713 
Ministry of Young Adults  $960   $2,500 
Ministry of Youth  $17,867   $20,500 
Ministry of Mission  $277,320   $277,320 
Ministry of Administration  
  Personnel  $1,831,146   $1,929,116 
  Office  $186,310   $186,310 
  Facilities/Insurance  $381,406   $385,623 
Communications  $26,284   $26,284 
Diaconate  $5,000   $10,000 
Peace and Justice       $3,200 
  
Total Expenses  $2,780,169   $2,898,725 
  
Endowment Mission Funding  $64,040   $64,040 

 2021 2021
 Budget Actual
Operating Fund Income
  Contributions/Pledges  $2,780,169   $2,800,743 
  Prior Year Pledges       $40,265 
  Giving Tuesday      $6,285 
  Loose Collections      $9,080 
  Miscellaneous Income      $2,361 
Total Income  $2,780,169   $2,858,734 
  
Operating Fund Expenses  
  Ministry of Worship  $6,874   $5,561 
  Ministry of Music  $28,489   $27,332 
  Ministry of Discipleship  $18,513   $14,007 
  Ukirk Support  $8,000   $8,000 
  Ministry of Young Adults  $960   $771 
  Ministry of Youth  $17,867   $34,672 
  Ministry of Mission  $277,320   $260,126 
  Diaconate  $5,000   $(11,495)
  Ministry of Administration  
    Personnel  $1,823,146   $1,718,552 
    Office  $149,905   $159,104 
    Administrative Expense  $36,405   $45,898 
    Business Insurance  $69,608   $66,935 
    Facilities  $311,798   $327,990 
    Communications  $26,284   $21,401 
Total Expenses  $2,780,169   $2,678,854 
  
Income over Expense       $179,880 

2021 Operating Fund Financial Summary

2021 Endowment Fund Activity
  Investment Income  $1,705,064
  Contributions  $76,138
  Other Income  $15,517
  Disbursements  $(360,168)
  
12/31/2021 Value  
  Mission and Benevolence Funds  $6,983,644
  Youth and Scholarship Funds  $2,240,379
  Church/Facilities Funds  $2,989,573

Total  $12,213,596

Endowment Funds Other Funds Balances

Bazaar  $27,743
Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts  $16,509
Building  $676,382
CAST  $5,254
Columbarium  $20,378
Contingency  $1,765
Designated Funds  $332,617
Faith Poverty Initiative  $51,742
Flower Fund/Sanctuary Guild  $14,691
Funded Depreciation  $40,755
Music Facilities  $28,084
Pastors Discretionary  $1,260
Ukirk/Campus Ministries  $77,853
Weekday School  $(22,941)
Winter Warmth  $70,699
Women of the Church  $14,390
 
Total  $1,357,181
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First Presbyterian Church is a community of 
believers committed to 

“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together
through Word and Deed.”

393 E Main St, 29302
864/583-4531

www.fpcspartanburg.org

Congregational Nominating Committee

The Congregational Nominating Committee would like 
to recommend the following names for the at-large 
members of the 2022 Church Nominating Committee:

Samantha Adair
Louisa Berry

Stephan Bolliger
Jane Breeden
Harry Burgess

Mary Ann Cleland
Ryan Langley
Kate Moore

Megan Polson
 
These members will join the officers assigned to the 
committee:

Elders 
Martha Bean
Steve Parrott

Randall Chambers
Deacons

Marsha Calvert
Mary Grace Close

Bryan Pack

Personnel Committee

The Session recommends the election of an Associate 
Pastor Nominating Committee for the Associate 
Pastor of Youth and Campus Ministry (APNC). The 
Personnel Committee recommends that the members 
of the APNC be the members of the Youth Ministry 
Search Committee that was formed in August 2021 as 
follows:

Molly Jones, Chair
Grant Close

Cecilia Hanna
Emily Neely

Michael Pack
Donna Pulliam


