
Border Child by Michel Stone - Tuesday, January 9, 2018 
Young lovers He ctor and Lilia dreamed of a brighter future for their family in the United States. 
He ctor left Mexico first, to secure work and housing. When Lilia, desperate to be with He ctor, 
impetuously crossed the border with their infant daughter, Alejandra, mother and child were 
separated. Alejandra disappeared. Now, four years later, the family has a chance to reunite, but the 
trauma of the past may well be permanent. 

Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet by Lyndal Roper - Tuesday, October 3, 2017 
A distinguished historian of early modern Europe, Lyndal Roper looks deep inside the heart of this 
singularly complex figure. The force of Luther’s personality, she argues, had enormous historical 
effects—both good and ill. By bringing us closer than ever to the man himself, she opens up a new 
vision of the Reformation and the world it created as she draws a fully three-dimensional portrait of 
its founder. 

Washington’s Farewell: The Founding Father’s Warning to Future 
Generations by John Avlon - Tuesday, September 5, 2017 
George Washington’s Farewell Address was a prophetic letter from a “parting friend” to his fellow 
citizens about the forces he feared could destroy our democracy: hyper-partisanship, excessive debt, 
and foreign wars. Once celebrated as civic scripture, more widely reprinted than the Declaration of 
Independence, the Farewell Address is now almost forgotten. Its message remains starkly relevant. 
In Washington’s Farewell, John Avlon offers a stunning portrait of our first president and his battle to 
save America from self-destruction. 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg, South Carolina   

Book Selections 2017-2018 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis  
by J. D. Vance - Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
From a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful account of growing up in a poor 
Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white working class. 
Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class 
Americans. The decline of this group, a demographic of our country that has been slowly 
disintegrating over forty years, has been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but has 
never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a 
social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. 

Christmas Gathering 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 ~ Fogartie Hall ~ 7:00 P.M. 

 
A Redbird Christmas by Fannie Flagg  
Share your favorite appetizer, finger food or dessert. Bring Christmas joy! 



Victoria by Daisy Goodwin - Tuesday, February 6, 2018 

Early one morning, less than a month after her eighteenth birthday, Alexandrina Victoria is roused 

from bed with the news that her uncle William IV has died and she is now Queen of England. The 

men who run the country have doubts about whether this sheltered young woman, who stands less 

than five feet tall, can rule the greatest nation in the world. Daisy Goodwin’s impeccably researched 

and vividly imagined new book brings readers Queen Victoria as they have never seen her before. 

The Second Mrs. Hockaday by Susan Rivers - Tuesday, March 6, 2018  
This is a spellbinding novel about Placidia, the seventeen-year-old bride left to manage her older 
husband's 300-acre farm and care for his infant son while he goes off to fight for the South in the Civil 
War. She is completely unprepared to run a farm or raise a child and must endure the darkest days of 
the war on her own. By the time Major Hockaday returns two years later, Placidia is bound for jail, 
accused of having borne a child in his absence and murdering it. What really transpired in the two 
years he was away? The novel takes place in upstate South Carolina, and many familiar places are 
included in the story which is told through letters and diary entries.  

Sisters in Law: How Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg Went to 
the Supreme Court and Changed the World  
by Linda Hirshman - Tuesday, April 3, 2018 
The fascinating story of the intertwined lives of Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the 
first and second women to serve as Supreme Court justices. Linda Hirshman’s dual biography 
includes revealing stories of how these trailblazers fought for their own recognition in a male-
dominated profession—battles that would ultimately benefit every American woman. Meticulously 
researched and compellingly told, it is an authoritative account of our changing law and culture, and a 
moving story of a remarkable friendship. 

A Man Called Ove: A Novel by Fredrik Backman - Tuesday, May 1, 2018 
Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were 
burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short 
fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor from hell.” But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t 
walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior there is a story 
and a sadness. So when one November morning a young couple with two chatty young daughters 
move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and 
heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. 
All of which will shake one cranky old man and a local residents’ association to their very foundations. 

 

Isaac’s Storm: A Man, A Time and the Deadliest Hurricane in History  
by Erik Larson - Tuesday, June 5, 2018 
September 8, 1900, began innocently in the seaside town of Galveston, Texas. Even Isaac Cline, 
resident meteorologist for the U.S. Weather Bureau failed to grasp the true meaning of the strange 
deep-sea swells and peculiar winds that greeted the city that morning. Hours later, Galveston found 
itself submerged in a monster hurricane that completely destroyed the town and killed over six 
thousand people. It remains the greatest natural disaster in American history. Riveting, powerful, and 
unbearably suspenseful, Isaac’s Storm is the story of what can happen when human arrogance meets 
the great uncontrollable force of nature. 

Visitors and New Friends Always Welcome 
Morning Group 10:30 A.M.  —  Evening Group 7:00 P.M. 

The BBC Meets in the William L. Arthur Center on Kennedy Street 
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Kirk H. Neely 

(864-583-4531 or kirkhneely44@gmail.com) 


