
   
“God never intended for one group of people to live in superfluous 
inordinate wealth, while others live in abject deadening poverty.”
Dr. King, “Strength to Love”, 1963 

These are the words spoken by the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in his 
Strength to Love speech of 1963. 

Poverty is demeaning, affecting our human worth, especially a child’s 

social and emotional growth.  Together as a community of faith we can 

provide resources and a prophetic voice on behalf of our creator to help 

end childhood poverty.    

When we look at poverty through the lens of the Faith Community 

we must embrace there is a connection between the sacred and the socio 

economic, the church and the community.  As the Faith Community we 

must be motivated by the teachings of our faith to feed the hungry, care 

for the widows and orphans, and help the vulnerable and weak.  God in 

his grace and mercy created all beings to share in the goods of the earth. 

As created beings, in the image of God, we are to share the love of God.     

Jesus taught three parables concerning justice and the poor: the Good 



Samaritan in Luke 10, the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16 and the 

Judgment Scene in Matthew 25. Jesus identifies himself with the poor 

and measures individuals and nations by our deeds of justice and mercy.   

Dr. King Jr said : “As long as there is poverty in this world, no 

man can be totally rich even if he has a billion dollars”.   During his 

Nobel Peace Prize, 1964 Dr. King said: There is nothing new about 

poverty.  What is new, however is that we have the resources to get rid 

of it.   Fifty-one years after the inception of Dr. King’s Poor People’s 

campaign, a movement designed to fight for economic justice and 

equality for the poor in the United States, we find that our communities 

are still plagued by poverty,    

As a faith community our approach can promote three main 

strategies. One, we can respond to the human and spiritual causes of 

poverty through theological reflection, and compassion. Two, we combat 



structural causes of poverty through interfaith advocacy, and three, we 

undertake sustainable grassroots projects that alleviate poverty. 

 

As we respond to the human and spiritual causes of poverty 

through theological reflection and compassion, we focus on the common 

premise:  God loves all people equally.  However, there is a special place 

in God’s heart for the poor and vulnerable. The Bible affirms the reality 

of the problem of poverty in the world. Deuteronmy 15:11 (NIV) says, 

“There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore, I command 

you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and 

needy in your land. This truth is reechoed, in part, by Jesus in Matthew 

26:11, saying, “The poor you will always have with you…” (NIV).  

Proverbs 31:8-9 says: Speak up for those who cannot speak for 

themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge 

fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. Matthew 25:44-46 They 

also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 



least of these, you did not do for me.’ Then they will go away to eternal 

punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” Paul encouraged the 

Galatians church to “remember the poor” (Galatians 2:10). James holds 

that “if a Christian becomes aware of the needs of others but does 

nothing to help, he lacks genuine faith (James 2:14-26).” Thus 

compassion is a fundamental aspect of God’s character.  When we love 

God we show mercy to those who are in need.  In Jeremiah 22:16, God 

commended the upright king Josiah: “He defended the cause of the poor 

and needy, and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know me?’ 

declares the Lord.” Bryant Myers summarizes this connection: “Loving 

God and loving our neighbor are two sides of the same gospel coin. 

They are inseparable, seamlessly related. ...At the end of the day, how 

we treat the poor is a measure of our faith and to whom we truly 

worship. We note through scripture that children and the poor are met 

with compassion and are very close to God’s heart. 



Secondly, we combat structural causes of poverty through 

interfaith advocacy,   Although churches, synagogues, and mosques 

provide food, clothing, housing, health care, and job assistance to those 

in need the Faith Community cannot idly watch our impoverished youth 

struggle.  We must find creative and collaborative ways to do more. The 

church has been called to get involved with childhood poverty because it 

affects all of us. The early church practiced Jesus’ teaching to give to the 

poor (Luke 6:30) by sharing with all who had need (Acts 2:44- 45), and 

by taking a collection for famine relief (Romans 15:26, 2 Corinthians 

8:1- 9:15).   The Annie C. Casey Foundation said: Kids in high-poverty 

communities often experience harmful levels of stress from exposure to 

crime, frequent moves and lack of access to resources — good schools, 

medical care, safe outdoor spaces — essential to healthy development. 

They’re also more likely to drop out of school and struggle financially as 

adults. Childhood poverty has become an epidemic that affects everyone   

Together as a community of faith we provide resources and a prophetic 

voice on behalf of our creator and take steps to encourage advocacy on 

all levels.    

https://www.aecf.org/resources/data-snapshot-on-high-poverty-communities/
https://www.aecf.org/resources/data-snapshot-on-high-poverty-communities/


Lastly, we undertake sustainable grassroots projects that alleviate 

poverty. A key for churches, communities, countries, and the world 

today is this: How can we address the needs of the under‐resourced 

without negatively impacting the resourced? Alice O’Connor, in her 

book Poverty Knowledge, states that one of the reasons poverty has been 

such a difficult problem to solve is that there is little agreement on the 

cause or causes of poverty. In the research, there are four basic causes 

given for poverty: individual choices and behavior, absence of 

community resources, exploitation, and economic/financial/government 

systems.  Proverbs 19:17 says:  He who is kind to the poor lends to the 

LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.   Community 

sustainability depends on some resolution of everyone coming together 

without casting blame to solve childhood poverty.   The questions and 

answers may be difficult, but there must be commonality to attain our 

goal.  



  Here in the city of Spartanburg 45.7% of Children under the age of 

18 live below the federal poverty level.   Overall the childhood poverty 

percentage is higher in African-American and Hispanic communities. 

73.7% of Female householders with children under the age of 5 in the 

City of Spartanburg live below the federal poverty level Children born in 

lowest income bracket in Spartanburg County only have a 4.3% chance 

of moving out of poverty 

According to the Center for American Progress: the costs to the 

U.S. associated with childhood poverty total about $500B per year, or 

the equivalent of nearly 4 percent of GDP (Gross Domestic Product).  

Rev. Fred Nyabera  in his article A Discussion with Fred Nyabera, End 

Child Povertym:  In order to be effective, End Child Poverty has to go 

beyond conventional economic approaches in addressing poverty and 

consider both systemic and moral and human causes of poverty, such as 

greed, ignorance, hatred, and fear. We therefore encourage faith 

communities to employ spiritual tools and take up sound theological 

reflection, prayer, and action to arrest human and spiritual causes of 



child poverty. Once we have the spiritual tools and sound theological 

reflection the grassroots projects can thrive and spread and ultimate 

alleviate poverty.  As I take my seat, Dr. King said from his cell in the 

Birmingham City Jail in 1963 “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 

everywhere”.   And if I may submit, poverty anywhere is a threat to 

abundance everywhere.   

  
  


