
FURIOUS HOURS: MURDER, FRAUD, AND THE LAST TRIAL OF HARPER LEE 
by Casey Cep- Tuesday, January 5, 2021 
Reverend Willie Maxwell was a rural preacher accused of murdering five of his family members for insurance 
money in the 1970s. With the help of a savvy lawyer, he escaped justice for years until a relative shot him dead 
at the funeral of his last victim. Despite hundreds of witnesses, Maxwell’s murderer was acquitted—thanks to 
the same attorney who had previously defended the Reverend.  Sitting in the audience during the vigilante’s 
trial was Harper Lee, who had traveled from New York City to her native Alabama with the idea of writing her 
own In Cold Blood, the true-crime classic she had helped her friend Truman Capote research seventeen years 
earlier. Lee spent a year in town reporting, and many more years working on her own version of the case.  

THINGS FALL APART by Chinua Achebe - Tuesday, October 6, 2020 
Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a 
classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on 
the continent. Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of 
Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his 
Igbo traditions by British political and religious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the 
powerful new order.  

EDUCATED; A Memoir  by Tara Westover - Tuesday, September 1, 2020 
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in 
a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the 
children received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became 
violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest 
for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to 
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. 
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JUST MERCY by Bryan Stevenson - Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 
defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children 
trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter 
McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The 
case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and transformed 
his understanding of mercy and justice forever. Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, 
gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring 
argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice.  
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THE DUTCH HOUSE by Ann Patchett - Tuesday, February 2, 2021 
At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment to begin an 
enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of 
business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise 
for his wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves. 

The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-assured Maeve, 
are exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown back 
into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have to count on is one another. It is this 
unshakeable bond between them that both saves their lives and thwarts their futures. 

HEARTLAND: A memoir of working hard and being broke in the Richest 
Country on Earth  by Sarah Smarsh - Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
Sarah Smarsh was born a fifth generation Kansas wheat farmer on her paternal side, and the product of generations of teen 
mothers on her maternal side. Through her experiences growing up on a farm thirty miles west of Wichita, we are given a 
unique and essential look into the lives of poor and working class Americans living in the heartland.  During Sarah’s turbulent 
childhood in Kansas in the 1980s and 1990s, she enjoyed the freedom of a country childhood, but observed the painful 
challenges of the poverty around her; untreated medical conditions for lack of insurance or consistent care, unsafe job 
conditions, abusive relationships, and limited resources and information that would provide for the upward mobility that is 
the American Dream. By telling the story of her life and the lives of the people she loves with clarity and precision but 
without judgement, Smarsh challenges us to look more closely at the class divide in our country.  

THE HOPE OF GLORY: Reflections on the Last Words of Jesus from the Cross 
by Jon Meacham - Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
For Jon Meacham, as for believers worldwide, the events of Good Friday and Easter reveal essential truths about 
Christianity. A former vestryman of Trinity Church Wall Street and St. Thomas Church Fifth Avenue, Meacham 
delves into that intersection of faith and history in this meditation on the seven phrases Jesus spoke from the 
cross. Beginning with “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” and ending with “Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit,” Meacham captures for the reader how these words epitomize Jesus’s message 
of love, not hate; grace, not rage; and, rather than vengeance, extraordinary mercy. For each saying, Meacham 
composes an essay on the origins of Christianity and how Jesus’s final words created a foundation for oral and 
written traditions that upended the very order of the world. 

VARINA  By Charles Frazier- Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
Her marriage prospects limited, teenage Varina Howell agrees to wed the much-older widower Jefferson 
Davis, with whom she expects the secure life of a Mississippi landowner. Davis instead pursues a career in 
politics and is eventually appointed president of the Confederacy, placing Varina at the white-hot center of 
one of the darkest moments in American history—culpable regardless of her intentions. 

The Confederacy falling, her marriage in tatters, and the country divided, Varina and her children escape 
Richmond and travel south on their own, now fugitives with “bounties on their heads, an entire nation in 
pursuit.” 

 

THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD 
by  David McCullough - Tuesday, June 1, 2021 
At the end of the nineteenth century, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, was a booming coal-and-steel town filled 
with hardworking families striving for a piece of the nation’s burgeoning industrial prosperity. In the 
mountains above Johnstown, an old earth dam had been hastily rebuilt to create a lake for an exclusive 
summer resort patronized by the tycoons of that same industrial prosperity, among them Andrew 
Carnegie, Henry Clay Frick, and Andrew Mellon. Despite repeated warnings of possible danger, nothing 
was done about the dam. Then came May 31, 1889, when the dam burst, sending a wall of water 
thundering down the mountain, smashing through Johnstown, and killing more than 2,000 people. It was a 
tragedy that became a national scandal.  
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