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“To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” The apostle 
Paul begins his le  er to the church in Rome with this gree  ng (Romans 
1:7). Here in this  me, it feels appropriate to adapt the gree  ng; To all 
God’s beloved in Spartanburg, who are called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I imagine the concept of unpredictability has been prominent for the 
community of First Presbyterian Spartanburg, your individual lives, and 
your family lives over the last three years or so. This fi nal semester of 
seminary has been the bookend of an unpredictable journey for me as 
well. I am preparing for ordina  on, a move to a new place, and the start of 
a new season of life. What I am learning, however, is that unpredictability 
does not exclude excitement and gra  tude. Every new season comes with 
a mixture of expecta  on and mystery. I am thankful and excited for this 
new chapter at First Presbyterian. Equally, the mystery that lies ahead of 
us intrigues me. I am eager to bear witness, alongside this community, to 
the work of God in our midst. We begin this new chapter together, hand 
in hand, remaining open to the wise discernment and dynamic movement 
of the Holy Spirit. 
First Presbyterian is a place where all can come and belong as God has 
made them. There is holy authen  city in the faith of this body. I cannot 
wait to walk beside your youth, invi  ng them into the mystery of faith in 
the triune God. Together we will build up this community of belonging, 
love, and hope. We will share in the highs 
and lows of life. In community, your 
youth will be given an environment to 
ask imagina  ve ques  ons and respond 
with resilience.
I look forward to being in ministry 
with each of you. Eliza and I received 
and con  nue to receive such moving 
hospitality and welcome from First 
Presbyterian. We are incredibly thankful 
for how you all have opened your homes, 
community, and lives to us. Our hearts 
are full as we join you, the priesthood of 
all believers, in this new chapter. I cannot 
wait to join you all soon. 
Peace be with you,
John Daniel DeBevoise
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Growing Up and Family
John Daniel was born and raised in Orlando, Florida where his parents 
(Rev. Drs. Dan and Helen DeBevoise) have been the co-pastors at Park 
Lake Presbyterian Church for 29 years. His paternal grandfather was a 
Presbyterian minister and his uncle is the pastor at Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church in Tampa. John Daniel is a child of Park Lake Presbyterian Church. 
He is the youngest of three children. His sister, Hannah, brother-in-law, 
Grant, and niece, Sydney, live in Tampa. His brother, Donald, lives in Atlanta.
John Daniel is engaged to the Rev. Eliza Smith, the chaplain at Converse 
University. 

High School and College 
While a student at Winter Park High School, John Daniel was heavily 
involved in the PLPC youth group, local missions, and served as a member 
of the Central Florida Presbytery (CFP) Youth Council. 
John Daniel graduated from Florida State University in May of 2018 
with a Bachelor of Science in Informa  on Communica  on Technology. 
During his  me at FSU, John Daniel was ac  ve in the UKirk Presbyterian 
campus ministry as a member, a student outreach intern, and as a student 
representa  ve on the UKirk board. Addi  onally, he was a youth advisor for 
First Presbyterian Church of Tallahassee.

Work in the PC(USA) Church Family and Seminary 
John Daniel was a camp counselor at Cedarkirk Camp and Conference 
Center during the summer of 2016 and has served as chaplain to campers 
and staff  in summers since then. He has also been heavily involved with 
Montreat Conference Center as an a  endee, small group leader, ministry 
team member, and seminary intern in development. John Daniel served 
as the intern to youth and their families at Peace Presbyterian Church 
(Lakewood Ranch, FL). He a  ended the 223rd General Assembly of the 
PC(USA) as a Young Adult Advisory Delegate for CFP. Prior to a  ending 
seminary, John Daniel served as the pastoral intern at Palma Ceia 
Presbyterian Church (Tampa). 
While at Columbia Theological, John Daniel has had the opportunity to 
serve as a seminary intern in a variety of contexts including congrega  onal, 
camp, conference, and development/fundraising ministries. He graduated 
with a Master of Divinity from Columbia Theological Seminary on May 
21, 2022. John Daniel will go before the Central Florida Presbytery for 
fi nal approval for ordina  on on June 2, 2022. Examina  on by the Foothills 
Presbytery’s Commi  ee on Ministry will follow on June 16, 2022. 
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