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A Worship Service for Good Friday
Prelude Herzliebster Jesu Helmut Walcha

Call to Worship  Rev. L. Craig Foster

One: Come, let us gather again in the shadow of the cross of Christ.
All: We gather to remember the overwhelming evidence
 of Love’s ultimate sacrifice.
One: Who would have guessed that the height and depth, the length and width of 

God’s love might look like this: a forsaken savior on a cross?
All: Certainly not us. Not us, who are too often lost
 amid the world’s distractions and responsibilities.
 Not us, for whom such love was offered without cost.
One: Let us gather again in the shadow of the cross of Christ
 and commit ourselves to remember the price paid.
 Let us live our lives in a way that indicates why this Friday is called “Good”.
All: We are grateful to our merciful God, who opened the gates of Heaven,
 that we might have the faith, hope, and love,
 witnessed in Christ’s sacrifice for our salvation. 

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Joanne R. Hull

One: Today we come to hear the story of the last hours of Jesus’ life. It is a tragic story, 
one we would rather not hear. We bring to this story our own sinfulness and our 
own rejection of our God – even as we call ourselves Christians. Let us pray now 
as one body, confessing our sinfulness. 

All: Merciful God, what a day this must have been for You, watching Your own 
Son –  despised, reviled, mocked, and killed so that we humans might be 
saved from ourselves. We come to be reminded of Jesus’ sacrifice and Your 
mercy. Forgive us God, for ignoring Your love for us, for denying the enormity 
of the sacrifice, for acting like we deserved this kind of sacrifice in the first 
place. Forgive us for putting ourselves ahead of You and Your desires for us. 
We are a selfish people who must constantly be reminded of Your love and 
generosity. Don’t give up on us, please. We pray in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Assurance of Forgiveness  Rev. Jason C. Moore

One: Even as He hung on the cross, Jesus spoke words of love.
All: To the thief, to his tormentors, to a world of sinners, our Lord says, 
 “I will remember your sins no more.”
One: For us, Jesus carried that cross.
All: For us, Jesus bled and died.
One: For us, Jesus chose to speak words of love. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God!

† Hymn 215 What Wondrous Love Is This Wondrous Love

The Crucifixion According to The Gospel of Luke

First Reading Luke 22:66-71; 23:1-12 

Solo He Was Despised G.F. Handel

Second Reading Luke 23:13-25 

Hymn 218 Ah, Holy Jesus Herzliebster Jesu

Third Reading Luke 23:26-43 

Solo Cujus animam 

Fourth Reading Luke 23:44-56 

Quartet Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs G.F. Handel 
 

Benediction  

 You are invited to remain in the sanctuary for prayer and meditation as long as you desire.
 When you leave, please do so in silence to allow others the opportunity for quiet prayer.
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Easter, April 16
All Day - Cross of Flowers
6:45am Sunrise Service

8:45am MorningSong and Sanctuary Worship
9:45am Sunday School & Fellowship on the Lawn

All are invited to enjoy the hot cross buns
and fellowship on the lawn.

10:45am Butterfly Release 
11:00am Sanctuary Worship

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Cross of Flowers

Each Easter, a rough-hewn cross is erected by the Sanctuary Guild on the lawn of 
the church. Members and guests are invited to bring flowers, or use those provided, 
to place on the cross as they come to worship. This cross, full of spring flowers, 
represents the new life we receive through Christ’s resurrection.

 
*Childcare for ages infant - 4k is provided in Room 107/Multipurpose Room.


