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WELCOME!
First Presbyterian Church

is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together

through Word and Deed.”



Ash Wednesday Service
February 10, 2016

6:30pm

Prelude

Summons to Gather with the Trumpet of Joel Joel 2:12-16

Call to Worship  Rev. Joanne R. Hull
 For everything, there is a season.
 And a time for every matter under heaven.
 A time to be born,.
 And a time to die;
 A time to keep,
 A time to give away;
 Th is is the season for repentance,
 For turning away from sin;
 For re-turning our lives to God,
 As joyful disciples of Christ.
 Let us now worship the God of all seasons.

Welcome  

Invocation  

† Hymn 166 Lord, Who Th roughout Th ese Forty Days St. Flavian

Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray,
Teach us with You to mourn our sins, and close by You to stay.

As You with Satan did contend, and did the victory win,
O give us strength in You to fi ght, in You to conquer sin.

And through these days of penitence, and through Your Passion-tide,
Yes, evermore, in life and death, O Lord with us abide.

Abide with us, that so this life of suff ering over-past,
An Easter of unending joy we may attain at last!

PlPlPlPleaeasese ww iiririttete rreqequeue tststss fffoforr pprprayayerer oonn hthththee caca ddrdrd fff fouou ddndnd iiiinn yoyourur bbbb llulullllele itititinn.
When you come forward to receive the ashes,

bring your prayer requests with you and
place them in the open Baptismal Font.

ThThThTh eee tststst ffaffaffaffffffff iwiwiwillllllll ppppppprararayyy yyy ffofofofff rrr ththththeseseseee rererequququqqq esesesttststs ddddurururiinininggg ggg ththththiisisis SSSSeaeaeasososonnn fofofoffff LLLLenenenttt.t.



† Prayer of Confession (Unison)  Rev. Christi O. Brown
  O God of great mercy,
  have compassion upon us this day.
 Forgive us,
  for we have sinned against you.
 Even though we try to hide our sins, even though we live in denial
  of our greatest need,
  you know us altogether and completely.
 Bring us out from the shadows, and let your light shine upon us.
 Reveal to us our need for repentance and renewal.
 Fill us with the weight of your love
  until we come to our knees in honest humility.
 We need you, O God. We need your wisdom. We need your patience.
 We need a new beginning - a beginning that you alone can off er.
 O God of great mercy, have compassion upon us this day.
 May Christ work in us and through us. Amen.

† Response (Hymn 695) Change My Heart, O God Change My Heart

Change my heart, O God. Make it ever true;
Change my heart, O God. May I be like You.

You are the potter; I am the clay.
Mold me and make me; this is what I pray.

Change my heart, O God. Make it ever true;
Change my heart, O God. May I be like You.

† Assurance of Forgiveness
In the cross, we see God’s amazing love for us. We are God’s children living in a confused world.
So in abundant mercy, God answers our doubt, heals our pain, and forgives our failures with graceful kindness.
I announce therefore, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made new.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free.  Th anks be to God forever more! Amen!

The First Reading Isaiah 58:1-12 Jason Moore

     Response (Hymn 417, vs 1, 3) Lord Jesus, Th ink on Me Southwell

Lord Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin.
From earth-born passions set me free, and make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me, nor let me go astray.
Th rough darkness and perplexity point thou the heavenly way.

The Second Reading Psalm 51:1-12, 15-17 Dr. Th omas E. Evans

     Response (Hymn 444, vs 1, 4) Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Detroit

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” you taught us, Lord, to pray,
but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say.

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease.
Th en, by your mercy reconciled, our lives will spread your peace.



The Third Reading Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

     Response (Hymn 451, vs 1) Open My Eyes, Th at I May See Open My Eyes

Open my eyes, that I may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me.

Place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.

Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine!

Prayer of the Day (Unison)
 God of our salvation,
  we long to be reconciled  to you.
 Help us to clear away any obstacle
  that prevents us from accepting the grace of Christ.
 No matter what we face in this life,
  increase in us knowledge and patience, kindness and holiness of spirit,
  genuine love and truthful speech,
  so that, by the power of God at work in us,
  we may live even as we are dying and rejoice even in our sorrows.
 Th ough it may seem that we have nothing,
  if we are reconciled to you, we possess everything,
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Word for All God’s Children Why Do We Wear Ashes Tonight? Beth Burris

Invitation to Obeserve a Holy Lent

The Benediction

The Imposition of Ashes

TTThe IIImposition of AAAshes

As the music playsp y , you are invited to come forward,
to receive ashes on your forehead in the sign of a cross.

Please bring your prayer cardsg y p y  with you.

Th is is a reminder that all of us are sinners who will one day die,
but that we trust in God’s forgiveness and grace in Jesus Christ.

You may then move out from this worship service in silence
to begin observing the forty days of Lent
asasas aaa tttimimimeee ofofoffff rrrepepeppppenenentatatancncnceee anananddd rerereflflfl flflflececectititiononon..

† Please rise in body or spirit.


