FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, South Carolina
December 13, 2015

WELCOME!
First Presbyterian Church
is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together
through Word and Deed.”

† Please rise in

body or spirit.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
DECEMBER 13, 2015
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Advent is a
season to
recollect the
hope of the
coming of Christ,
and to look
forward to the
Lord’s coming
again.

8:45AM & 11:00AM - SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
One:
All:

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Prelude

Fantasia on “Greensleeves”

Acolyte (11:00)

The pink or
“rose” candle
is lit on the
third Sunday of
Advent, which
is traditionally
called Gaudette
(“Rejoice!”)
Sunday. The
Latin word
Gaudette is
grammatically
imperative,
reminding us that
even in the midst
of darkness, we
are called to
rejoice. This is
also why we light
a pink candle the color of joy
in the penitential
season of blue/
purple.

Ralph Vaughan Williams

Jasmine Atkins

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Joy
(8:45)

Angela and Brian Lemere

(11:00)

The Harrill Family
Lou Ann and John Harrill
Emma and Andy Harrill, Drew and Ann Chambers
Ann Marie and Jeff Edwards, Abby and Eliza

Unison Prayer
Almighty God, in the hustle and bustle of this season, we confess that too often we lose
sight of the joy of your coming. So renew in us that sense of awe of your incarnation
and your abiding presence, that we might sing out with Mary in joy and praise. Thank
you for the joy that you give to every heart that trusts in you. As we watch and wait for
you to return, help us to share your joy with each other in all that we say and do. Amen.

† Hymn

Carol of The Word
(see next page)

Thaxted

Carol of the Word
William Craft
Gustav Holst
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The hymn “Carol
of the Word”
is a frequent
Advent visitor to
FPC. Classical
music lovers
may recognize
the tune from
the “Jupiter”
movement of
Gustav Holst’s
orchestral suite,
The Planets.
The striking text
was written by
William Craft,
president of
Concordia
College in
Moorhead, MN
(and Marcia
Andrews’
brother!)

Please sign and
pass the Ministry
of Friendship
Pad, note the
names of those
around you,
and greet one
another after
worship.

Advent Prayer of Confession (unison)

(8:45) Rev. Christi O. Brown
(11:00) Jason Moore

Eternal God,
we confess that we resist your holy realm.
You deliver us from judgment
but we continue to judge one another.
You seek to restore our lives
but we fail to bear good fruit.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Baptize us with Spirit and fire
so that we may be ready to meet you
when you come again in glory.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ...
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
One:

With joy, let us draw water from the springs of salvation.
Give thanks to the Lord! Call on God’s name.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace and filled with the Joy of Advent.

All:

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

† Response to Pardon
Hymn 92, v1&3

Waiting

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.
Come, Savior, quickly come; come, Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

† Passing of the Peace
One:

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace and hope of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

All:

And also with you.

One:

Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

Life of the Church

(11:00) Dr. Thomas E. Evans

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
The Word for Children
Scripture Reading
One:
All:

Holt Andrews

Isaiah 60:1-3;19-20

Pew Bible Page 639

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

To Every Race and Every Nation . . . the World Celebrates Christmas
Fantasia on Christmas Carols (England)

Ralph Vaughan Williams

Paul MacPhail, baritone

Il est ne le divin enfant (France)
Still, Still, Still (Austria)

arr. John Rutter
arr. Mack Wilberg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
†

Affirmation of Faith

Colossians 1:15-20

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation;
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible.
All things have been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.
He is head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning,
the firstborn of the dead,
so that he might come to have first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things,
whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of his cross. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymnal Page 35

All children are
invited to the
front of the
sanctuary during
The Word for
Children.
At the 11:00
service, children
4 yrs-1st grade
are welcome to
attend Children’s
Worship.
Pick-up Location:
Stepping Stones
hallway, Clark
Building, 2nd floor.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
The Doxology for
today is from the
hymn “Angels,
from the Realms
of Glory”. The
actual closing
phrase is “the
newborn king”,
however, as
we prepare
for Advent, we
substitute those
words with “the
coming king!”

The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy (West Indies)

arr. Mack Wilberg

† Doxology
Hymn 143, v4

Regent Square

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the coming king!

† Prayer of Thanksgiving

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD
† Hymn 121

O Little Town of Bethlehem

St. Louis

(see next page)

† Charge and Benediction
† Congregational Response
Hymn 134, v2

Antioch

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Postlude

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

arr. Raymond Haan
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Hymn 121
In 1865, Phillips
Brooks, a
19th century
preacher,
journeyed to the
Holy Land, where
he rode a horse
from Jerusalem
to Bethlehem
on Christmas
Eve. He visited
the field where
(it is said) the
shepherds saw
the angel, and
remained for
midnight services
at the Church of
the Nativity. He
found the whole
experience
quite moving.
Three years
later, inspired
by memories of
Bethlehem, he
wrote the words
for this hymn in
one brief sitting.

ORCHESTRA

Violin I
Helen Tipton,
concertmaster
Mary Irwin
Tina Pulley
Ann Buttimer
Violin II
Allison Key
Mary Ada Poole
June Sereque
Peter Moore

Viola
Bonnie Lee Mizzell
Tami King
Jeff Kuntz
Cello
Kathy Foster
Brenda Leonard
Bass
John Kvasnicka

Flute
Janet Kuntz
Laurie Peebles
Oboe
Kelsey Leahy

Percussion
Matt McDaniel
Chase Cunningham
Cole Lewis
Organ and Keyboard
Marcia Andrews

Bassoon
Rosalind Buda
Harp
Claire Stam

The Advent Greens in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Lehman C. and Juliette
Hollis Moody and Mary Walker Hollis by Rosemary Moody Roberts.
For the hearing impaired: Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your hearing aid or cochlear
device is equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, T-Coil, or telephone position for improved
hearing during the service. Hearing aid devices are also available in the Narthex and Tower Room. Please ask an
usher and return these to the Usher Stands when you exit.
Large-print bulletins and large-print Bibles are available from the ushers upon request.

Come to Sunday School at 9:45am
CHILDREN and YOUTH
Nursery (Birth-2K)
1 Floor Clark Building

Preschool (3K-5K)
1 Floor Clark Building

Elementary (1st-5th Grade)
2nd Floor Clark Building

Youth (6th-12th Grade)
2nd Floor Family Life Center

st

st

ADULTS
Bible Alive! (Room 2210) A talented and experienced teaching team leads this class for those who want to study
the Bible in-depth, book by book.
Choir Class (Room 2208) This class uses the Uniform Lesson Series to frame their study and application of Bible
texts to daily living. They meet from 10:00 to 10:30am to accommodate choir members, but anyone can join.
Christian Perspectives (Room C212) This class explores and studies contemporary issues from a variety of
perspectives using the Bible, the Christian faith and life, the Presbyterian/Reformed tradition, and World Christianity
to form its conclusions.
Emmaus Class (Room 2207) Join us on our journey as we welcome everyone, with eyes open towards Jesus. We
are the loud class at the end of the hall, enjoying fellowship, coffee, and a fresh, new, scripture-based lesson each week.
Faith Driven (Room C210) This class is largely made up of parents of young children and seeks to learn more
about the Bible and how to apply its truths within the workplace and the home.
Fellowship Class (Room 2212) Special, distinctive, and important: The host presents a scholarly and factual
study of selected books of the Bible presented with a mature flair and wisdom. All ages feel at home with this loyal
group.
Open Class (Room 2213) A small-group discussion of Christian themes in literature; open to all ages and points
of view.
Purnell Class (Purnell Room) For a hymn sing and an excellent Bible lesson, join this faithful group of men and
women.
Spark (Room 2216) This class is made up of young adults in their 20’s and 30’s, both single and married, with
and without children, who are interested in connecting and building relationships with each other, while exploring
Christianity and the Bible and their applications to life.
Spiritual Life Class (Room 2201) This class is for adults who seek to apply the Bible to life and grow spiritually.
Note: All rooms with a C in the room number are located on the 2nd floor of the Clark Building. Room numbers
in the 2000’s are on the 2nd floor of the Main Building. The Purnell Room is on the first floor of the main building.

Life
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Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Welcome!

MorningSong Lessons and Carols - December 20

If you are visiting with us today, you
are our honored guest! Please sign
the Fellowship Pad, so that we may
contact you.
For more information about First
Presbyterian, check the church
website or see one of the Worship
Greeters, holding the baskets.

Next Sunday, December 20, in the MorningSong worship service (8:45am in Fogartie
Hall), the MorningSong Music Team will lead the congregation in carols of the Advent
and Christmas seasons.

Joining First
If you are interested in joining First
Presbyterian Church, please come
to the Church Library on the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 10:30am.
The Church Library is located on the
first floor of the main building, on
the hallway near the Chestnut Street
Door. Ministers and members of the
Session will be there to greet you.
Additionally, a Welcome Class is
held twice a year, which is open to
all visitors interested in joining our
church or to anyone wanting to learn
more about the Presbyterian Church
(USA).
For more information, please contact
Rev. Joanne Hull;
208-2125/jhull@fpcspartanburg.
org or Joanie Shackleton; 208-2132/
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency
after 5:00pm during the week or
anytime over the weekend or on
holidays, please call 208-2142. The
message will be sent to the pastoral
care team member who is on-call
and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.
For pastoral needs for our youth,
contact Jason Moore (804-9244).

Service of Comfort and Light this Wednesday
An intimate time of worship will be held on Wednesday, December 16 at 6:00pm in the
Chapel. This “Service of Comfort and Light”, which includes communion and candle
lighting, is especially for those of us for whom the Christmas season is a struggle this
year. A time of refreshments and fellowship will follow the service in the Parlor.

Moravian Love Feast, December 20, 4:00 & 6:00pm
The Moravian Love Feast will be held next Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 and 6:00pm in
the Chapel. This simple and moving service features music from the Chamber Singers
and traditional Moravian coffee and buns, served by members of the Palmetto Moravian
fellowship. These services usually fill up; we recommend you arrive a little early.

Christmas Eve Casting Call!
We are beginning to cast our Christmas Eve pageant (rehearsals on Dec 16 & 24). Some
parts require the child to read text. Many parts require the child to wear a costume but
not to speak or memorize lines. Both genders are invited to participate.
If your child is in grades 4-8 and would like a part in this traditional event,
please contact Beth Burris; bburris@fpcspartanburg.org / 208-2131.

Angel Tree Project
Join in on the FPC Christmas tradition of the Angel Tree Mission, a program of Prison
Fellowship, that reaches out to the children of local inmates and their families with
the love of Christ. Each year we hang “Angels” on small Christmas trees located in the
Tower Room and FLC. Each “Angel” represents a gift and an act of love. This year we
will share the Good News of Jesus Christ with 120 children. Each child receives two
gifts - one article of clothing and one personal item or toy. (No single gift may cost more
than $25.00). Wrapped gifts with the angel tag attached should be taken to the church
office by Sunday, December 20.
If you are interested in delivering gifts on Christmas Eve beginning at 9:00am,
contact Brandt Goodwin; brandtgoodwin@gmail.com / 542-4764.

Advent Devotions
Printed copies of our Advent Devotional Booklet are available throughout the church.
If you wish to receive the Advent Devotions by email:
Register at http://eepurl.com/bqtMS9 or Scan this QR code.
If you would rather receive a link to each day’s devotion via text,
Text “@fpcde” to the number 81010.

4th Tuesday Soup Kitchen: Christmas Dinner

Calendar This Week

Our Christmas Dinner and Carols is coming up on December 22. We have enough
volunteers to serve, but we need donations for the meal: turkey, ham, gravy, side dishes,
bread, desserts, and tea. We also are collecting individually wrapped food items,
sleeping bags, book bags, blankets, gloves, toboggans, scarves, socks, hand warmers,
razors, and toilet paper.

Sunday, December 13
8:45am
8:45am
9:45am
11:00am
3:30pm

MorningSong Worship
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday School
Sanctuary Worship
Youth Progressive Dinner

Would you like to sing some Christmas carols? We invite you and your friends to stop
by the holiday dinner and share the holiday spirit as the meal is served, 5:45-6:45pm.

Monday, December 14

For more information on how you can help with this mission, please contact:
Tina Hamilton, Beth DeLaney, or Will DeLaney;
908-8753 4thtuesdaysoupkitchen@gmail.com.

10:30am Women’s Circles 3 and 5
2:00pm Women’s Circles 2 and 4
6:30pm Women’s Circle 12

Christmas Eve Services, Thursday, December 24
Family Service, 5:00pm in the Sanctuary
Come, all you angels, shepherds, and kings! Join us on Christmas Eve for our Family
Service Nativity Pageant. Any child may come dressed as an angel, shepherd, or king.
Candlelight Services, 7:30pm and 11:00pm in the Sanctuary
These services, a tradition in our church, feature music by the Christmas Eve Choir.
A special message will be delivered and the services will conclude with the Sanctuary bathed in candlelight. A nursery will be provided for the 7:30pm service only (6
weeks - 3 years).

Year-End Contributions
To be given credit as 2015 contributions, donations must be received in the financial office by Thursday, December 31 at 5:00pm or be postmarked by December 31, 2015. Any
contributions received or postmarked on or after January 1, 2016 will be considered as
2016 contributions. If you make a prepayment in 2015 toward your 2016 pledge, please
make certain to write 2016 in the “For” section of your check. Similarly, in 2016, if you
continue to make contributions toward your 2015 pledge, please mark as 2015.
Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke, Church Financial Officer;
lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org / 208-2130

Winter Warmth Mission Project
On Saturday, November 14, we distributed over 1,200 coats to children from all seven
Spartanburg County School Districts. We can’t do it without your help though! For a
gift of $35, you can provide a warm coat to a child who would otherwise not have one.
We are happy to offer a beautifully illustrated card to send to any honoree you wish.
This is truly a child-warming and heart-warming gift!
See the Bright Green Forms throughout the church if you wish to have a card sent to
an honoree OR you may make a direct donation - mark your check “Winter Warmth”
or give online through My First Pres (access MyFirstPres via the church website by
clicking on the Celtic Cross banner on the bottom right side of the homepage).

Sign Up Now for the 2016 Women’s Retreat
Our 2016 Women’s Retreat will take place on Saturday, January 30, 8:30am-1:30pm in
Fogartie Hall. Our Guest Speaker, Sherry Thrift Bradshaw, will share how God created
us to live in our “strength zone.” We will wrestle with Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.” The cost of the Retreat is $25 - Continental Breakfast and Lunch Included. Registration
Deadline is Monday, January 18. You may register at My First Pres or pick up a form in the
church office or download the form from the church website. Makes a great Christmas gift!
Questions? Contact Katie Resumovic; kresumovic@fpcspartanburg.org / 208-2129.

Tuesday, December 15
3:30pm Women’s Circle 9

Wednesday, December 16
12:00pm Men’s Bible Study
6:00pm Service of Comfort and Light

Friday, December 18
6:30am Men’s Bible Study
7:00am Men’s Bible Study
AA meets 3 times per week - Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays at 7am in the FLC.
For the complete schedule of FLC Classes:
www.fpcspartanburg.org/grow/recreation.

Looking Forward . . .
December 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship led by:
8:45 MorningSong - Lessons and Carols
8:45 & 11:00 Sanctuary - Dr. Tom Evans

Moravian Love Feast

December 24
Family Christmas Eve Service
Candlelight Christmas Eve Services
December 27
One Worship Service at 11am
January 6
WAF Resumes
Epiphany Service
January 30
Women’s Retreat

Financial News
Budget
Needed weekly:
Received 12/06:

$49,499
$72,177

Stewardship Update
516 pledges totaling $2,427,252
88.71% of goal of $2,736,027

Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.
Local Missions
Poverty: Monthly Hunger Offering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; The Haven; Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE
Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape Crisis Network; Thornwell Home for Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster
Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing, Disaster Response Action Team; Kairos Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration; Education:
Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys & Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association; Arcadia Outreach Ministry;
Presbytery Unified Funds; The Shepherd’s Center
International Missions
Missionaries: Support for 4 missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, Cuba and Dominican Republic; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children;
Infant Nutrition Program; Vacation Bible School; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti
Outreach Ministries; Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; Witness Season;
Bread for the World

This week, please pray for Greater Atlanta Presbytery – and these partner churches and
organizations in England: Church of Scotland, United Reformed Church,
The Presbyterian Church of Wales, and Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Session
Class of 2016: Vic Bailey, Bert Barre, Jay Beeson, Jennifer Biber, Billy Blackford, Mark Cann, David Cecil, Paul Cote’, Fred Cumbo, Emma
Harrill, Ann Jones, Janet Kuntz, Valerie MacPhail, Eric Nease, Darwin Simpson
Class of 2017: Cathy Bagwell, Colleen Ballance, De Calvert, Kyle Clelland, Celia Cogdell, Cliff Gaubert, Brandt Goodwin, Kim Keith,
Whit Kennedy, Tom King, Sanders Lee, Sylvia Spears, Monica Threatt, Linda West, Elizabeth Young
Class of 2018: Fran Bagwell, David Beacham, Roy Berry, Mark Coleman, Mary Dixon, Ken Frick, Mark Hicklin, David Ike, Kay McClure,
Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Susan Oldham, Carter Smith, Pat Tatham, Donna Thornton
Diaconate
Class of 2016: Orin Beach, Harry Clayton, Mary Deller, John Donovan, Phillip Glover, Pamela Heath, Laura Hollar, Arthur Jones,
Eunice Knouse, Alice Madsen, Kevin Marsh, Tommy Rudeen, John Tatham, Rob Usry
Class of 2017: Will Adair, Vic Bailey, Gail Ballard, Dawn Bingham, Jason Blanton, Steven Blanton, Bill Cummings, Carroll Easterling,
John Faris, Rob Hammett, Harriet Ike, Robby Kocisko, Laura Ringo, Mary Tygett, Mac White
Class of 2018: Marjorie Appiah, Randy Barre, Budge Bean, Margie Beckett, Randall Chambers, Erin Chastain, Max Hyde, Brenda
James, Donna Kennedy, Andy Lancaster, Lisa Lefebvre, Melissa Morehead, Juli Robertson, Joy Shackelford, Brand Stille

STAFF
Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Education/Discipleship; Rev. Joanne R. Hull,
Associate Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Christi O. Brown, Pastoral Associate for Young Adults; Holt Andrews, Director of
Music; Marcia Andrews, Assistant Director of Music and Organist; Jason Moore, Director of Youth Ministry; Penny Wright,
Assistant Director of Youth; Beth Burris, Director of Children’s Ministries; Beth Cecil, Parish Nurse; Colleen McCullough,
Director of Recreation; Jane Mullins, Director of Hospitality

First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
864/583-4531 www.fpcspartanburg.org

