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I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

– John 11:25-26  



A Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
Celebrating the Life of 

Elsie Fike Schlaeger 
December 23, 1922 – November 15, 2021  

PRELUDE 

ENTRANCE OF THE FAMILY  

CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Joanne Hull 
 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
 Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  
 Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.    (Psalm 95:1-2) 
 O come, let us worship and bow down,  
 Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker! 
 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,  
 and the sheep of his hand.        (Psalm 95:6-7) 
 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  
 I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 May my meditation be pleasing to him for I rejoice in the Lord.  
 Bless the Lord, O my soul.              (Psalm 104:33-34) 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

† HYMN 119  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 



He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;  
   the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 96:1-6, 11-13 

Psalm 59:1-17 

SOLO How Great Thou Art Stuart K. Hine 

READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT    
Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 15:8-10 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5 

DUET Gabriel’s Oboe Ennio Morricone 

MEDITATION 

SOLO Blue Skies Irving Berlin 
Blue skies smilin’ at me 

Nothin’ but blue skies do I see 
Bluebirds singin’ a song 

Nothin’ but blue skies from now on 
I never saw the sun shinin’ so bright 

Never saw things goin’ so right 
Noticing the days hurrying by 

When you’re in love, how they fly by 
Blue days, all of them gone 

Nothin’ but blue skies from now on 
Blue skies smilin’ at me 

Nothin’ but blue skies do I see 
Blue days all of them gone 

Nothin’ but blue skies from now on 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  



 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
† HYMN 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound AMAZING GRACE 

† PRAYER OF COMMENDATION (unison) 
 Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Elsie. 
 Acknowledge, we humbly pray, a sheep of your own fold,  
    a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
 Receive her into the arms of your mercy, 
 into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  
 and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

† BENEDICTION 

† RECESSIONAL 

† Please rise in body or in spirit. 

The family is grateful for your prayers and support and invites you to greet them 
at the Marriott Hotel following the service.  

 

 

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE 

Rev. Joanne Hull 
Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Deacons 

Marcia Andrews 
organist 

Mamie Fike Mills 
violinist 

Leigha Pace Keller 
soloist 

MEMORIALS 
The Shepherd’s Center 
393 East Main Street 

Spartanburg, SC 29302 


