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I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

– John 11:25-26  



A Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
Celebrating the Life of 

William McBee Smith 
February 13, 1957 – June 8, 2021 

PRELUDE  

PRESENTATION OF UNITED STATES AIR FORCE MILITARY HONORS 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Rev. Ansley B. Page 
 One: God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 All:  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change.  
 One: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 All: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved.  
 One: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 All: Let us worship God.  (from Psalm 46) 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 40: 25-31 
Psalm 23 (unison) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul:  
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.  
Thou preparest a table for me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 



SOLO I Lift Up My Eyes to the Hills Allen Pote 

READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT   
John 14: 1-7; 25-27 
Galatians 6: 7-10 

MEDITATION 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

† PRAYER OF COMMENDATION (unison) 
 Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Billy. 
 Acknowledge, we humbly pray, a sheep of your own fold,  
         a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
 Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
 into the blessed rest of everlasting peace  
 where there is neither pain nor sorrow nor sighing, 
 but life everlasting. Amen. 

† BENEDICTION 

† RECESSIONAL  

† Please rise in body or in spirit. 
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_____________________________________________ 

We give him back to you, O Lord, 
Who first gave him to us. 

And as you did not lose him in the giving 
So we do not lose him in his return to you. 

Not as the world gives do you give, 
O Lover of Souls. 

For what is yours is ours also, if we belong to you. 
Life is unending because love is undying. 

And the bounds of this mortal life are but an horizon. 
And an horizon is nothing but the limit of our sight. 

Lift us up, strong Son of God, 
That we may see beyond the horizon! 
And while you prepare a place for us, 

As you have promised, 
Prepare us also for that joyful place, 
That where you are may we be also, 
With those we have loved, forever. 

Amen 


