
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

2018 - A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF JESUS

APRIL 15, 2018
8:45AM - CHAPEL

11:00AM - SOCIAL HALL

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary
 (8:45) March G.F. Handel

 (11:00) Grazioso G.P. Telemann

Acolyte

† Call to Worship 
One: Jesus says: Come to me, and I will give you rest.
All: Th e Lord is gracious and merciful,
 full of compassion, abounding in love.
One: Jesus says: My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
All: Th e Lord supports those who are weak,
 and lift s up those who are falling.
One: Let us worship God!

† Please rise in 
body or spirit.

WELCOME to

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 
of Friendship 
Pad, note the 
names of those 
around you, 
and greet one 
another after 
worship.



† Hymn 826 Lift  High the Cross Crucifier

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Merciful and loving God,
 we are so grateful for your redeeming love for each one of us.
We confess that when the times of diffi  culties are upon us,
 we don’t always believe that you will take our burdens.
We feel we have to always be in control, trying to demand the desired outcome.
Help us to place our trust in you.
Remind us that you surround us continually with your care.
Open our hearts and spirits again to your healing powers.
For we pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
 the one who will take our burdens and give us peace… 

    Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Th anks be to God!

† Response
 Hymn 581  Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

† Passing of the Peace  
One: God has received us, pardoned us and loved us;
 let us forgive each other in love
 and share the peace of Christ. Peace be with you
All: and also with you.
One: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

Life of the Church 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading  Matthew 11:18-30
One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Give Me Peace on Earth Dr. Th omas E. Evans

Hymn 826

In 1887, George 
William Kitchin 

wrote the 
text on which 

this hymn is 
based. Emperor 

Constantine's 
vision "In this 

sign, thou shalt 
conquer" may 

have been 
the author's 
inspiration. 

Michael Robert 
Newbolt revised 
the text in 1916, 

making it less 
militaristic. The 
hymn was not 

printed in a U.S. 
hymnal until 

1974, when it 
appeared in 

Hymns for the 
Living Church.  

It has since 
been included 

in numerous 
denominational 

hymnals.

During the Word 
for Children, 

all children are 
invited to come 

to the front. 
Afterwards, at 

the 8:45 service 
the children will 

return to their 
pew and at the 

11:00 service, 
children 4 yrs-
1st grade are 

welcome to 
attend Children’s 

Worship.
Pick-up Location: 

2nd fl oor of 
the Family Life 

Center.



Today, during 
the 11:00am 
worship service, 
our 9th graders 
who have been 
examined by 
the Session will 
reaffi rm the vows 
taken at Baptism 
and will be 
confi rmed for full 
participation in 
the mission and 
governance of 
the church.

The Confi rmands 
are receiving 
stoles as a sign of 
“ordination” for 
Christ’s service 
as new members 
of the church.  
This “ordination” 
is not to be seen 
in the same light 
as an ordained 
minister or elder, 
but to exemplify 
the symbolism of 
Christ’s invitation 
to bear His yoke 
and be God’s 
servants in His 
Church and for 
His Kingdom.

(11:00)
  CONFIRMATION

Words of Introduction  

 Confirmands
 Lauren Margaret Agnew Ratchford Lee Baehr John William Beeson, III
 Merlot Lovell Bingham Brooks Andrew Bishop Reagan Nicole Collins
 Marianna Fawcett Converse Jackson Kimball Edwards Gabrielle Nichole Gecan
 Grayson Sullivan Hannah Andrew Menzies Harrill, Jr. Abigail Elena Henthorn
 McLean Elizabeth Holmes Ava Louise Jones Carson Elaine Kneisley
 Joseph Isaiah Latham Abigail Ella Loscuito Edward Elias Page
 James Clayton Patterson Charles Henderson Pickens Grace Watson Querin
 Marshall Calvin Rogers, III Samuel Baylis Shackelford, IV Carl Timothy Sullivan, IV
 Harrison Hendrix Van Vleet Susanna Marie Wright Robert Davis Young

 Covenant Family Leaders
 Cathy Bagwell Karen Edwards Kelley Edwards
 Andy Lancaster Ashley Millinor John Verreault

Baptism and Confirmation of Baptismal Covenant 

† Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed

Hymn 69 Here I Am, Lord Here I Am, Lord

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save.

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear My light to them? Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them, Th ey turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak My word to them. Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart.

Congregational Prayer for Confirmands 

All:  Defend, O Lord, these your children with your heavenly grace that they may 
always love, know, and serve you, growing each day in wisdom and grace 
until at last they come to your eternal kingdom.

One:  And may the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory, confi rm 
you to the end that you shall be found faithful on the day of the coming of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All: And may we as your people, continue to nurture, support, encourage, and 
strengthen them, striving side by side for the advancement of your kingdom

 and the reconciliation of this world. Amen.

After the 11:00 
worship service 
today, the 
Confi rmands will 
be in the Lobby 
of the Family Life 
Center.
We invite you 
to greet them 
and welcome 
them into full 
membership in 
the church.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD



† Affirmation of Faith (8:45)  
 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ His only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic Church;  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory How Can I Keep From Singing? Jeff rey Honore

† Doxology  
 Hymn 609  Lasst Uns Erfreuden

Praise God from Whom all blessings fl ow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

† Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 488 I Was Th ere to Hear Your Borning Cry Waterlife

† Charge and Benediction  

† Benediction Response  
 Hymn 175, verse 1  Lafferty

Seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!

† (8:45) Closing Voluntary Trumpet Tune No. 1   G.P. Telemann

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.

Hymn 488

John Carl 
Ylvisaker is 

perhaps best 
known for 

this hymn. He 
was born in 
Moorhead, 

Minnesota and 
is a graduate 
of Concordia 

College. During 
the last 45 years, 

John’s words 
and music have 
been a powerful 
infl uence on the 

development 
of new worship 

materials for the 
church, with his 

compositions 
appearing 

in hundreds 
of worship 
resources.



Read the Bible Through This Year
Th is week's readings:
Sunday, April 15 Judges 11-12 / Psalm 42-43
Monday, April 16 Judges 13-14 / Mark 4
Tuesday, April 17 Judges 15-16 / Mark 5
Wednesday, April 18 Judges 17-18 / Mark 6
Th ursday, April 19 Judges 19-20 / Psalm 44
Friday, April 20 Judges 21 / Mark 7
Saturday, April 21 Ruth 1-2 / Mark 8

Sunday School
9:45am

CHILDREN (Birth-5th Gr): Classes in the Clark Building

YOUTH (6th-12th Gr): Meets in Family Life Center (2nd Floor)

ADULTS
Bible Alive Room 2210
Choir Class Room 2208
Christian Perspectives Room C212
Emmaus Class Room 2207
Faith Driven Room C210
Fellowship Class Room 2201
Open Class Room 2213
Purnell Class Purnell Room

Th e Flowers in the Social Hall are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Phillip F. Foster and Phillip F. (Flip) Foster, Jr. by their family.

For the hearing impaired: Hearing aid devices are available. Please ask an 
usher and return when you exit. Th ank you. 

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.

Participating in This Morning’s Worship Services
Dr. Th omas E. Evans
Rev. L. Craig Foster

Dr. Lee Close, Clerk of Session
Dr. Dawn Bingham

Miss Caroline Colbath, Acolyte
Mr. Jeff  Key

Mrs. Penny Wright
Chancel Choir



Life @ First
APRIL 15, 2018

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Wednesdays at First - April 18
Dinner: Th e dinner line is open 5:00-6:15pm. Menu: Salad 

Bar, Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, Garlic Bread Sticks, Dessert. 
Dinner costs are $7 for Adults and Youth (12 and older), 
$6 for Seniors (55 and over), $4 for Children - with a limit 
of $20 per family of 4 or more.

Evensong: 5:15pm in the Chapel. Th is is a contemplative 
service of song, prayer, and communion.

CRC (Christian Recreation for Children): 6:15pm in the 
Activity Room.

Youth Coff eehouse: 6:15pm in the Middle School Classroom.
Sit ‘n Stitch: Meets in the FLC Lobby following dinner.
Wednesday Walkers: Burn off  those WAF calories on the track.
FPC and Spartanburg: 6:30pm in the Social Hall. Dr. 

Rob McCormick, Professor and Associate Dean at USC 
Upstate, will discuss how FPC has been an integral part of 
Spartanburg’s history. He will examine important events, 
trends and moments in the history of our church and city.

Mother's Day Flower Baskets
Th e Troop 2 Boy Scouts of First Presbyterian Church are 
selling Mother's Day fl ower baskets again this year. Th e 
baskets are a Spring blooming mix and are $20 each or $35 
for two. Th e deadline to order is Th ursday, May 3. Please 
contact Melissa Pickens at 497-2363 with any questions.
 Place your order by contacting one of the Boy Scouts or stop by 

their sales table this Wednesdays at First, 5:00-6:30pm.

Register for VBS 2018 Today!
We are very excited to announce this year’s VBS - Rolling 
River Rampage! During this fun-fi lled week of raft ing-
themed activities, folks of all ages will experience the ride of 
a lifetime with God! Th is year VBS is happening a week later 
than in the past, so make a note and mark your calendars 
now for June 11-14! Registration is open April 9 - May 18.
 Volunteers: contact Katherine Halligan; kbhalligan@gmail.com.

Help - - - Needed at SPIHN!
Our next SPIHN week is Sunday, April 29-Sunday May 5. 
Th ese families need assistance by providing meals, supplies, 
and positive interaction. If you have an interest, contact: 
 Evening Host: Hannah Lane; hannahlanedc@gmail.com.

Celebrating 175 Years!
NEXT SUNDAY: April 22
Celebration Dinner // 6:30pm // Fogartie Hall
Kick off  the 175th Celebration with a dinner of beef 
tenderloin. Cost is $12 per person. Make your reservations 
with Didi Terry by Wednesday, April 18.
Let’s Party Like It’s 1843! // 7:30pm // Social Hall
Enjoy 150 years of sacred, serious, and popular music with 
the First Presbyterian Chamber Singers. Free of charge.

Wednesday, April 25
Pastors Return from Glory // 7:00pm // Social Hall
A unique look at First Presbyterian’s history by those who 
were there. Th is is Chautauqua FPC-style!

Saturday, April 28
Family Fun Day // 11:00am-1:00pm // FLC Parking Lot
Join us for games for all ages, tours, scavenger hunt, and 
more. Ike’s will provide a hamburger lunch at $6 a person. 
Nursery provided.
Hymn Sing & Dr. Craig Barnes // 4:00-5:30 pm // Chapel
Enjoy some of your favorite hymns and hear from Dr. 
Craig Barnes, our weekend speaker.

Sunday, April 29
Worship Service // 10:30am // Sanctuary
Worship service celebrating our 175th anniversary in 
the newly renovated Sanctuary; with guest minister, Th e 
Reverend Doctor M. Craig Barnes, president of Princeton 
Th eological Seminary. Overfl ow will be in the Social Hall 
and Fogartie Hall. Nursery provided.
Following, we will have lunch on the church lawn. Bring 
a side dish (serving 6-8) to go with the fried chicken, tea 
and lemonade, and birthday cake provided by the church. 
You may drop your food with the lunch volunteers at the 
Family Life Center before worship begins.

Commemorative Ornaments!
In honor of our church’s 175th birthday celebration, we 
have porcelain ornaments available to purchase for $12 
each. Proceeds from the sales will benefi t the renovation 
of the original chapel above the Social Hall. You may 
purchase these ornaments at WAF on April 11 and 18; at 
“Pastor’s Return from Glory” on April 25; at the Family 
Fun Day on April 28; or in Lynise Clarke’s offi  ce Monday-
Friday.
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First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917

864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org
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