
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

AUGUST 28, 2022

10:30AM SANCTUARY

WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC

“Th e Day aft er the Shipwreck”
- Paul Jean Clays



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation  
 Th is is the day that the Lord has made;
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary If Th ou But Suff er God to Guide Th ee J.S. Bach

Introit As MorningDawns Wareham

Call to Worship  
 Th e Word of God is planted in our hearts.
 May our hearts be opened to the Word.
 Th e Love of God rains down on us.
 May our souls soak in the wonder of God’s love.
 Th e Breath of God blows soft ly within us.
 May our minds be stirred by the power of God’s spirit.

Hymn 19 God of Great and God of Small God of Great and God of Small

Prayer of Confession  
 O God, though we walk in the midst of trouble,
  you preserve and deliver us.
 Th ough our lips are not clean and our hearts are not pure,
  you call us.
 Forgive us, we pray,
  when we wander away from you, lost and at risk.
 Forgive us when our lives do not refl ect your glory and the purposes you intend.
 Help us to comprehend your ways in the world.
 We long to feel your grace and glory,
  to trust that in you, Emmanuel, we can be healed and set free...
 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
 In our love for others, we discover God’s love for us. 
 In our forgiving of others, we learn once more how deeply God has forgiven us.  
 Friends, this is the good news off ered to us!
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

Response
 Hymn 581  Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.

 Please rise in 
body or in spirit.

God is mercy, 
but it still matters 

how we live. 
Saved by grace 

through faith, 
we live thankful, 
yet not perfect 

lives. As forgiven 
sinners, we still 

make mistakes 
and are capable 
of hurting others 
with our actions 

and words. 
We need fresh 

doses of contrite 
confession 
to return to 

the God who 
loves us so 

much. Honest 
confession 

humbles us and 
heals our souls. A 

compassionate 
God hears our 

prayers and 
grants us new 

opportunities to 
live the best life 

we know, the life 
of faith in Jesus 

Christ.



Passing of the Peace  
 Th e peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.
 Let us greet one another as we share the love and peace of Christ.

Life of the Church  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Prayer for Illumination        Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart Morecambe

First Reading  Psalm 119:81-97

Second Reading  Acts 27:21-26; 33-44

Sermon  Rev. Alan F. Dyer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Affirmation of Faith   
 From A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
 everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
Th e Spirit justifi es us by grace through faith,
 sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
 and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
Th e same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
 rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
 engages us through the Word proclaimed,
 claims us in the waters of baptism,
 feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
 and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
 we strive to serve Christ in our daily task and to live holy and joyful lives,
 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth praying,
 “Come, Lord Jesus!”

In 1983, the 
two largest 
Presbyterian 
churches in the 
US reunited. 
The reunion 
plan included 
a call for a brief 
statement of the 
Reformed faith. 
This statement 
is designed to 
be confessed 
by the whole 
congregation 
in the setting 
of worship. It 
celebrates our 
rediscovery 
that for all our 
undoubted 
diversity, we are 
bound together 
by a common 
faith and a 
common task. 



Prayers of the People  
 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Call to Discipleship: Stewardship   

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory If Th ou But Suff er God to Guide Th ee Jody Lindh

Doxology
 Hymn 606  Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation Foundation

Charge and Benediction  

Benediction Response O Waly Waly
Eternal Father, guide our way,
Eternal Light, within us shine.

Eternal Son, show us your peace,
Eternal Spirit, make us Th ine.

Closing Voluntary Th e Rejoicing Charles Callahan

Enter to worship, 
depart to serve. 

We come into 
the sanctuary to 

remember the 
God who calls us 
in Jesus Christ to 

love one another 
as a community 

of faith and 
forgiveness. We 

leave the church 
building knowing 

that God calls 
us out into the 
world to make 
a difference in 
people’s lives 
through kind 

deeds and 
loving, truthful 

words. Go in 
peace to love 
and serve the 

Lord.

Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from liturgy written by Rev. Th om Shuman.
Front Cover: “Th e Day aft er the Shipwreck” by Paul Jean Clays, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons. 

Our stewardship 
campaign 

theme this year 
is, “Celebrating 

God’s 
Abundance!” As 
people who are 

surrounded by 
the abundance 

that Jesus 
promises, we 
are invited to 
consider the 

ways we can 
share God’s 

abundant love 
with others. 



Participating in Today’s Worship Services
Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Rev. John Daniel DeBevoise
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Kara Clark
Jennifer Biber

Holt Andrews, Music Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Musicians
Summer Choir

Fall Sunday School Schedule - 9:45am
Beginning September 11

Children and Youth
Children - All Rooms are in the Clark Building

Nursery – Room C105 and Room C108; Preschool (3K-5K) – Room C110
1st & 2nd Grades – Drop Off in Room C201; Pickup in Room C202
3rd & 4th Grades – Drop Off in Room C201; Pickup in Room C203

5th Grade – Room C206

Youth - All Youth Rooms are on the Second Floor of the Family Life Center
Middle Schoolers will meet in the Middle School Room (F201)

High Schoolers will meet in the High School Room (F202)

Adults
Abide – Room 2200

Bible Alive! – Room 2208 & on Zoom
Emmaus – Room 2207

LIFT – Room 2201

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of

Rob Chapman

by his family.



Life of the Church
Sunday, August 28, 2022

Pastoral Concern?
If you need to contact a 
Minister for a Pastoral Concern,
call 864-208-2142 day or night. 
Th e minister on-call will answer 
your call as soon as possible.

Interested in Joining?
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian, come to the 
Parlor on the second Sunday of 
the month - Sunday, Sept 11 - at 
10:30am. Ministers and members 
of the Session will be there to 
greet you. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Joanne Hull; 864-208-2125 / 
jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Blue Worship Bags 
are available in the Narthex 
and Tower Room (Traditional 
Worship) and in the back of 
Fogartie Hall (MorningSong) for 
your child to use during worship. 
After worship, please return the 
crayons and bags to the baskets. 
The activity sheet is for your child 
to keep as a reminder of today’s 
scripture and message.

Summer Gym Hours
Mon/Tues/Thurs (8am-8pm)
Wed (8am-5pm)
Fridays (8am-2pm)
New Hours Beginning Sept 6:
Mon-Thurs (7am-8pm)
Fridays (7am-2pm)

Chapel Open
Th e Chapel is open for Prayer, 
Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm for 
you to come and sit and pray in 
the stillness of God. You may 
place any personal prayer needs 
in the Chapel prayer box and a 
member of our staff  will pray over 
your requests.

One Worship Service Today and next Sunday, Sept 4, we will 
worship together as a Church Family with ONE service at 10:30am in the 
Sanctuary. We will return to our regular Sunday morning schedule on Sept 11:

8:45am  Traditional Worship (Chapel) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)

9:45am  Sunday School
11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Welcome Class begins Sunday, September 18. If you have recently 
joined, are interested in joining, or just want to find out more about First 
Presbyterian Church, you are invited to attend the Welcome Class! The 
class will meet four consecutive Sundays, beginning September 18, with 
the opportunity to join on October 9. Registration is not mandatory but 
does help us with planning. If you would like to register for the class, please 
email Joanie Shackleton, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care 
(jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org).

Return of the Perfect Blend: Coff ee and Friends! Join 
a rotating cast of pastors for coffee, friends, and a little spiritual boost for 
your day! Mark your calendars for the following Thursdays: September 1, 
September 15, October 6, October 20, and November 3. We will meet at 
10:30am in the Large Private Dining Room.

Children’s Music at First Pres is getting ready 
to pop! Registration for both First Steps in Music (birth-age 3) 
and Children’s Choirs (4K-Grade 5) is OPEN! Space for First 
Steps in Music is limited, so register yourself and your child early.
For a quick link to Register, please use your smart phone to take a picture 
of one of these QR Codes below. Questions? Contact Marcia Andrews at 
mandrews@fpcspartanburg.org.

Children’s
Choirs First Steps

JOY Fellowship Trip to Asheville On Thursday, 
September 22, the JOY Fellowship will travel to Asheville, NC to attend the 
Western NC Farmer’s Market and enjoy lunch together at the Moose Café. 
An optional trolley tour of downtown Asheville will take place after lunch. 
To register, email Joanie Shackleton (jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org). 



Calendar

Sunday, August 28
10:30am  ONE Worship Service

(Sanctuary)
Ministry Fair: 

Biscuits, BBQ Sliders, and
Blue Ribbon Sweets

(Social Hall)

Sunday, September 4
Communion

10:30am  ONE Worship Service
(Sanctuary)

Sunday, September 11
Return to Regular Schedule

8:45am  Traditional Worship 
(Chapel) 

8:45am  MorningSong Worship 
(Fogartie Hall)

9:45am  Sunday School
11:00am  Traditional Worship 

(Sanctuary)
12:00noon Summer Sizzle:

Food Trucks Galore! 

Sunday, September 18
8:45am  Traditional Worship 

(Chapel) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship 

(Fogartie Hall)
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  Traditional Worship 
(Sanctuary)

Sunday, September 25
8:45am  Traditional Worship 

(Chapel) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship 

(Fogartie Hall)
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  Traditional Worship 
(Sanctuary)

Sunday, October 2
8:45am  Traditional Worship 

(Chapel) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship 

(Fogartie Hall)
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  Traditional Worship 
(Sanctuary)

Be the Church - - Bring the Doughnuts! 
Beginning September 11, we need volunteers to pick up 
Doughnut Holes at the Krispy Kreme on North Church Street 
on Sunday mornings for the FLC Lobby. There is no cost to 
you. You will need to pick these up and have them at the church by 8:15am. 
Take a picture of this QR Code to sign up. Once you click “Submit” you will 
be emailed directions. Thank you for helping to create community in your 
church family.

WAF (Wednesdays at First) begins September 14! Come for 
Food, Faith, and Fellowship! Dinner will be served beginning at 5:00pm 
in Fogartie Hall. Pre-registration for dinner is required; online payment is 
preferred (fpcspartanburg.org/waf). Dinner Prices: Child $7 (up to age 11); 
Adult $10 (ages 12 - 54); Senior $9 (ages 55+); Family $30. RSVP by noon 
on Monday! DINNER REGISTRATION WILL OPEN SEPTEMBER 1. 
Sept 14 Menu: Adult: Greek Chicken, Roasted Greek Potatoes, Greek Green 
Beans, Greek Salad, Bread, Dessert & Beverage; Child: Chicken Tenders 
with Dipping Sauce, Mac & Cheese, Applesauce, Dessert & Juice Box
Schedule: 

Children - 5:00pm Children’s Choirs (Upstairs, Main Building); 6:15pm 
Christian Recreation for Children (Gym)
Youth - 6:30pm A time of fellowship and Bible Study (Youth Rooms - 
Upstairs, FLC).
Adults - 6:30pm Adult Programming; 7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Room)

Sept 14 Programs: “Discipleship in an Instant Society” led by Alan Dyer; 
“Just Faith: Faith and Racial Healing” led by Leslie Lang and Liz Evans.

Good Neighbor Team Do you have a heart for refugees who 
have been displaced from their homes due to violence or persecution? In 
partnership with World Relief, our church is building a Good Neighbor 
Team to help resettle a Congolese family in Spartanburg. Th e only 
qualifi cation needed is the willingness to show hospitality to those who 
need it most! If you are interested in being part of this team, please contact 
team leader Garrett Johnson (garrettpjohnson2016@gmail.com) or Rev. 
Leslie Lang (llang@fpcspartanburg.org). 

Ways to Give:
 ①  Place your gift in the Offering Plate as it is passed during the service;
 ②  Scan the QR Code with the camera on your phone;
  it will direct you to our online giving portal;
 ③  Click “Give Online” at fpcspartanburg.org/give;
 ④  Text the word “GIVE” to 864/309-0816;
 ⑤  Mail a check to the church (address on back of bulletin);
 ⑥  Give via the ShelbyNext App
 Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke, Church Financial Officer (lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org).



Ministry Fair 2022

Discipleship
Adult Discipleship
The ministry of Adult Discipleship engages adults in all stages of life and faith 
to grow together in community. We off er Sunday School classes, discipleship 
groups at various times each weekday, monthly Circle meetings, and the BBC 
book club. On Wednesday evenings, during the school year, there is a variety 
of program options for people of all ages - after our Wednesdays at First 
meal together. From time-to-time special speakers, retreats, and devotional 
resources are also off ered. There is truly something for everyone! Come grow 
in faith and community with us! Contact: Craig Foster

Youth
At First Presbyterian, our middle and high schoolers grow in their faith 
through a variety of fellowship and discipleship opportunities that our youth 
program coordinates during the school year and the summer. We rely on 
volunteers to teach and to support weekly programming, special events, 
trips, and mission projects. Interested in serving with our youth program? 
Contact: Carrie Coleman

Children’s Discipleship
Guide and support the children of this church by providing meaningful 
experiences. We depend on volunteers with generous hearts. Parent support 
is critical, but we would LOVE to have more involvement from other members 
as well. Come hold a baby in our nursery! Teach our sweet 5th graders during 
Sunday School once a month! Help with crowd control during WAF! You will 
bless these kids and they will surely bless you in return. Contact: Kara Clark

Church Library
We are a resource for you. Let us know if your class or group has a special 
topic of interest. Come browse! Contact: Ann Jones

Children’s Book Nook
Interested in planning acquisitions and developing programming or 
caretaking of shelves? Contact: Beth Burris

Social Hall
9:30am-10:20am and 11:30am-12:30pm

Stroll through over 20 discipleship and service opportunities
and fi nd the right spot for you to (re)connect here at First Presbyterian!
While you explore, enjoy BBQ sliders, homemade blue ribbon desserts,

cotton candy, and fun with church friends! 

Here are places where we need YOU to help further our ministry together:

Following today’s Ministry Fair,
if you would like more information or need help connecting with a Ministry Leader,

please check the church website (www.fpcspartanburg.org)
or call the church offi  ce (864-583-4531).



Local Missions
CAST (Care, Accept, Share, Teach) 
CAST provides educational, enrichment, and spiritual experiences each 
summer for children living in motel rooms. Camps are held two or three weeks 
each year, as well Christmas dinner and an Easter egg hunt. First Presbyterian 
members can volunteer at camps, provide furniture and household items, 
share expertise, or simply interact with our families. Contact: Gloria Close

Cleveland Academy Tutors Needed
Interested in serving as a volunteer tutor this school year for our students at 
Cleveland Academy? Contact: Mary Elizabeth Evans (meevans@spart7.org)  

Neighborhood Meal Ministry
This ministry provides dinner on Thursdays (4:30-6:30pm) in the Arthur 
Center to neighbors who need a hot meal and conversation. We need meal 
sponsors, servers, minglers, donations of food and supplies. Contact: Mary 
Lorick Thompson, Betsy Burrell

Peace & Justice Task Force
Join other church members exploring ways to build a bridge of trust in our 
community, researching origins of current racial inequalities, and identifying 
promising “leverage points” in our community where we can help make 
meaningful progress toward a just Spartanburg. Contact: Dawn Bingham, 
Jessalyn Story

Winter Warmth
Save the dates (November 10-12, 2022) for various opportunities to assist with 
our yearly mission to provide coats for children in need. Contact: Kathryn 
Bridges, Scottie Lummus

International Missions
Learn how our congregation serves others in the name of Christ in faraway 
lands – Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and Ghana. Now planning a 
winter 2023 DR trip. Contact: Dawn Bingham, Patti Foy

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are trained to provide one-to-one care to people 
experiencing a diffi  cult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic 
or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment. We 
are looking for those interested in bringing Christ’s love and care to people 
during a time of need. New training class will begin in January 2023! Contact: 
Dana Halliday, Jack Mason



Worship
Church Mice 
On Sunday right after worship - or on Monday morning - we collect Welcome 
Pad sheets, replace the pencils or sign-up pads, straighten the hymnals and 
Bibles in the pew boxes, collect scrap paper and litter, and generally clean 
the area around the pews in the Sanctuary. 3 or 4 Sundays per year. Contact: 
Sally Dover

Flower Guild 
Arrange fl owers for the Sanctuary and greens for the Chapel. The Flower 
Guild is made up of Flower Teams and the Chapel Greens Committee. Flower 
Teams: Arrange Sanctuary fl owers on a rotating schedule for 2-week periods, 
usually 4-5 times a year. Training in fl ower arranging is provided. The teams 
are responsible for conditioning and preparing the fl owers on Thursday, 
arranging them on Saturday morning, and - on Sunday after the worship 
service - taking the arrangements apart to create smaller arrangements for 
pastoral visits. Chapel Greens Committee: Places fresh green arrangements or 
potted plants in the Chapel on Fridays or Saturday mornings. Contact: LeAnne 
Thurmond Holcombe, Charlie Burns

MorningSong Greeters
Welcome members and visitors to the MorningSong service on a once monthly 
rotation. Contact: Kathryn Bridges, Susan Polson

Music
There are musical opportunities for all ages at FPC! Contact: Holt or Marcia 
Andrews

Sanctuary Guild 
Decorate the church campus for liturgical seasons, for special days in the 
church calendar, and for FPCS special events. Time Commitment: Seasonally, 
for a few hours. Contact: LeAnne Thurmond Holcombe, Charlie Burns

Sunday Morning Greeters
Friendly people that want to welcome everyone to Sunday School and Church. 
We need people, on Sunday mornings, with smiling faces that love helping 
anyone that might need directions or questions answered. Contact: Laura 
Keller, Frazier Wilson

Ushers
Greet members and visitors to the Chapel or Sanctuary Worship Services, 
hand out bulletins, open doors, and help fi nd seats as needed. Contact: Beau 
Shuler

Communion to the Farthest Pew
Active and inactive offi  cers are needed to serve communion to members who 
are no longer able to attend worship services. This takes place once a month 
on Communion Sunday. Non-offi  cers are needed to help with the preparation. 
Contact: Marsha Calvert, Susan Gaubert



Visitor Follow-Up
Contacts visitors who have joined us in worship, either online or in-person. We make 
our initial contact via email in tandem with a personal call from one of our ministers. 
If needed or asked, we will connect the visitor with a member of staff  or other 
committee head that can assist the visitor. The commitment is easy and involves 
contacting visitors, using a provided template, during the committee members 
assigned month(s). Contact: Holly Hoenig

Wednesdays at First (WAF)
WAF is our midweek, all-church event that includes food, fun, fellowship, and 
discipleship opportunities for children, youth, and adults. We need Greeters, 
Registration Folks, Kitchen Helpers, and Closers (for cleaning up). A great way to see 
folks and foster Christian fellowship! Contact: Will Ringo and Ryan Reynolds

JOY Fellowship
Activities for those 55 and older, including luncheons and day trips. We could use 
bus drivers for our out-of-town events, servers for the Christmas luncheon, and 
suggestions for fun outings. Contact: Sherron Langley, Ben Harrison

Health Ministry
Stop by our table to learn the upcoming topics of the health education series! Make 
plans for the annual vaccination clinic on October 12. Contact: Chris Groke, Beth Cecil

Life Events
Our mission is to connect the church with members in joy and sorrow through cards, 
phone calls, and/ visits. Currently, we need those who would like to cross-stitch, 
crochet, knit, make phone calls, visit, and send notes of encouragement. Contact: 
Scottie Lummus, Josh Thompson

Bereavement
We provide love and support to church members who have experienced the loss 
of a loved one. We are looking for volunteers willing to make an initial visit to the 
bereaved to extend Christ’s love. Grief material, fl owers and a small meal graciously 
prepared by the meal ministry will be provided to take on your visit. Follow up 
contact quarterly via handwritten note along with grief material during the fi rst 
year following their loss. Contact: Lee Jenkins, Natalie Mullen

Meal Ministry
The Meal Ministry Team provides bereavement meals and comfort meals to church 
members. Bereavement meals are off ered to the families of church members who 
have passed away. We provide a standard menu of ham, green beans, macaroni and 
cheese, rolls, and pound cake, along with tea, ice, and paper goods. We need folks 
to cook and deliver these meals. Comfort meals are designed for church members 
during times of need. Our team meets once every two months at church to make 
casseroles or soup. We typically bake rolls and breads at our homes. These items are 
kept in the freezer in the church kitchen and are available for church staff  and offi  cers 
to take to members that may need the gift of a meal. We also bake banana bread for 
Communion to the Farthest Pew. Contact: Melissa Sullivan, Amy Usry, Katherine Barre



To Ponder Prayerfully

“Faith develops out of the most diffi  cult aspects of our existence, not the easiest.”
 - Eugene Peterson

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org

Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Associate Pastor

Discipleship and Communications

Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Associate Pastor

Congregational Care and Deacons

Rev. Leslie A. Lang
Associate Pastor

Young Adults and Missions

Rev. John Daniel DeBevoise
Associate Pastor

Youth and Campus Ministries

Rev. Ansley B. Page
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Holt Andrews
Pastoral Musician

Marcia Andrews
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Landon Hammett
Director of Campus Ministries

Lee Raines
Facilities Administrator

Jim Pitts
Campus Safety and Services Manager
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Joanie Shackleton
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Ministers: All Members of the Church
We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”


