
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
11:00AM

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation  
One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Max Drischner

During the Opening Voluntary, we invite you into a period of quiet refl ection.

Almighty and eternal God,
draw my heart to you, guide my mind, fi ll my imagination, control my will,

that I may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use me, I pray, as you will,

but always to your glory and the welfare of your people,
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Introit  Praise the Lord Traditional Cameroon

Call to Worship 
One: O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
All:  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
One:  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
All:  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
One:  Come, let us worship this amazing God. (Psalm 95:1-2)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SPARTANBURG, SC



Hymn  35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lobe Den Herren
(words below; hymn printed at end of bulletin)

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
join me in glad adoration!

Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!

Let the amen sound from his people again;
gladly for aye we adore him.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Merciful God,
 have mercy on our souls,
 according to your unwavering love;
 according to your abundant mercy
 wipe away our sins and the guilt we have carried for so long.
Create in us clean hearts,
 renew your spirit within us.
Do not turn us away from your presence,
 do not take your holy spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation,
 and sustain in us a willing spirit.
Write on our hearts, your love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ…

    Silent Confession  (based on Psalm 51)

Assurance of Pardon  
One:  Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us proclaim the Good News:
All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
One:  And we are not only forgiven, we are also freed.
All:  Th anks be to God!



Response
 Hymn 581  Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.

Passing of the Peace  
One: Th e Peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Sung Prayer for Illumination  Come and Fill our Hearts Taize Community

Scripture Reading  2 Corinthians 13:11-13
 One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
 All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon  Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell Dr. Th omas E. Evans

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Prayers of the People  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory Th e Spirit of the Lord Philip Stopford 

Doxology  
 Hymn 606  Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



A Time of Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Dr. Thomas Evan Evans 
     

Th e church of Jesus Christ is constantly changing. Our church is changing as well.
Babies are born. Children grow up. People commit themselves to one another.
Loved ones and friends die. Newcomers join our community and our church.
Others leave, moving on to new places and new opportunities.
It is important that we recognize these times of change.
Today we say farewell to one who is leaving our fellowship.
On June 3, 2012, this congregation called Dr. Th omas E. Evans to serve with us as pastor.
Today that call comes to an end.

 Words of Appreciation and Presentation of Gifts 

 Reading and Presentation of the Resolution 

 A Conclusion of our Ministry Together 
Do you, the members and friends of First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg,
 release Dr. Th omas Evan Evans from service as your pastor?
  We do with thanks to God.
Do you, Dr. Th omas Evan Evans, recognize and accept the completion of your ministry
 with this congregation; that you will no longer be their pastor but you will be their friend?
  I do with thanks to God.

 Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 
  Loving God, Alpha and Omega,
   you are both beginning and end.
  Our endings and our beginnings are rooted in your love.   
  You, O Lord, have bound us together for a time
   as pastor and people
   to work for the advancement of your Kingdom in this place.
  We thank you for all the gift s you have given to Pastor Tom
   and that he has so readily shared with us.
  We give you thanks for the ministry which we have shared through the years
   as we worshipped, studied, served, and grown together. 
  Now we pray, be with Pastor Tom as he leaves our community
   and enters a new venture in ministry in New York City. 
  Uphold and encourage him as he leads another family of faith.
  Continue, O God, to walk with us who stay here
   and lift  us to new heights of service and worship.
  Draw us all closer to you
   so that we may always be close to each other in the communion of the saints.  
  Let our time with Pastor Tom end with your blessing. 
  Touch all our memories with your grace and peace.
  Help us to live with courage and gladness in the future you present to us.
  All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 



BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

Hymn  450 Be Th ou My Vision Slane
(words below; hymn printed at end of bulletin)

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;

thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise;
thou, mine inheritance, now and always;

thou and thou only, fi rst in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Charge and Benediction 

Benediction Response  
 Irish Blessing  Philip Stopford 

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be ever at your back.

May the sun shine warm up on your face,
May the rain fall soft  down up on your fi elds.

And until we meet again,
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
May the sun make your days bright,
May the stars illuminate your nights.

May the fl owers bloom along your path,
Your house stand fi rm against the storm.

And until we meet again,
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
Amen.

Closing Voluntary Toccata on Slane Austin Lovelace

Congregational Meeting 
 via Zoom; Meeting ID: 899 2969 7257; Members: Check your email for Passcode sent 9/13/20



Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. Th omas E. Evans
Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Mrs. Holly M. Bannan

Elder Kenneth E. Frick
Elder David M. Beacham

Elder Reuben D. Calvert Jr.
Elder S. Michael Pack Jr.

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail
Rafe Andrews

Virtual Choir
Singers from the
Chancel Choir

Chamber Singers
Genesis Choir

Today’s Floral Memorial:

In loving memory of 
Mike Martinez
by his family. 
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Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty35

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863

LOBE DEN HERREN
14.14.4.7.8

This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1–6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.



Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Be Thou My Vision450

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Irish poem; trans. Mary E. Byrne, 1905; vers. Eleanor Hull, 1912, alt.
MUSIC: Irish ballad; harm. David Evans, 1927
Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press

SLANE
10.10.10.10

These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to
the 10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung
despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.



SLATE OF NOMINEES
for the Class of 2023

OFFICE OF RULING ELDER

and
OFFICE OF DEACON

as proposed by the
Congregational Nominating Committee.

Th e Congregational Nominating Committee consists of:

Elders: Michael Pack (Chair), Josh Jones (Vice Chair),
 Martha Bean, Leslie Calicutt
Deacons: Mary Grace Close, Beth Neidenbach, Bryan Pack
Members-at-Large: Anne Cecil, John Dobson, Quincy Halliday IV, Robby Kocisko,
 Julie Martin, Ned Page, Bonnie Simpson, Amy Usry, Frazier Wilson

To the Members of The First Presbyterian Church of
Spartanburg, South Carolina:

At the direction of the Session, the congregation is called to meet on Sunday, September 13, 2020 at the 
conclusion of the 11:00 service of worship. In accordance with the revisions to the Limited Term Plan 
adopted by the congregation on January 10, 1993, only one person is being nominated for each offi  ce. 
Nominations may be made from the fl oor. Th e nominees must have been contacted and expressed 
a willingness to serve. Information concerning the church activities of any such nominee should be 
presented at the time of nomination.

THIS IS NOT A BALLOT. It is for information. You must be present at the stated time to vote.

“Elders and Deacons should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Th eir manner of life 
should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel, both within the church and in the world.”

Th e Book of Order
Presbyterian Church (USA)



Mr. C. Sloan Evans
Member Since: 2006
Spouse: Mary Elizabeth
Children: Sara Catharine, Anna, and David
Sloan is self-employed. He currently serves as 
an Elder and is Vice-Chair of the Personnel 
Committee. He has coached church basketball 
for 5 years. Sloan is also on the Personnel 
Committee for the Mary Black Foundation.

Mrs. Donna C. Kennedy
Member Since: 2011
Spouse: Whit
Donna is a retired school counselor. She has 
served as a Deacon at First Presbyterian. She 
is a member of the Purnell Committee and 
is a Wednesdays at First Kitchen Volunteer. 
Donna is also a volunteer Guardian ad Litem. 

Mr. Frank W. Lee IV
Member Since: 1959
Spouse: Libba
Frank retired from Smith Drug Company. 
He has served as both a Deacon and Elder 
at First Presbyterian Church. As a Deacon, 
Frank served on the New Member Welcome / 
Orientation Committee. 

Mrs. Emily C. Neely
Member Since: 1990
Spouse: Kam
Children: Foster, Wade Cooper, and Ramsey
Emily is the Director of Marketing and 
Communications at Neely’s Windows, Doors, 
and More. She serves in our Children’s and 
Youth Ministries. Emily also coordinates and 
volunteers with our Boy Scout Troop 2. 

Mr. William R. Oldham
Member Since: 2006
Spouse: Susan
Bill is Regional Sales Manager with Rockwell 
Automation. He previously served as Deacon 
at a former church. He currently serves on 
the MorningSong Greeters Team and on the 
International Mission Committee. Bill has 
also traveled to Haiti with our Mission Team. 

Mrs. Martha T. Bean
Member Since: 1977
Spouse: Budge
Martha is a homemaker. She currently serves 
as an Elder. Martha is co-chair of the Local 
Missions Committee and serves on the 
Worship and Music Committees. 

Dr. N. Dawn Bingham
Member Since: 2008 
Spouse: Marc
Children: Jack, Rex, Merlot, and Evangeline
Dawn is a physician. She has served as both a 
Deacon and an Elder. She serves as vice-chair 
of the International Missions Committee and 
has served on the Witness Season Committee. 
Dawn was chair of the Spartanburg Faith 
Initiative to End Child Poverty Summit. 

Mrs. Anna R. Blanton
Member Since: 2012
Spouse: Steven
Children: Wells and Th ompson
Anna is Human Resources Director at 
Milliken. She serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Charles Lea Foundation and Girl 
Scouts, as well as the Board of Advisors for the 
Spartanburg Chamber. Anna is a member of 
Women Giving for Spartanburg and Patrons 
Society, Hope Center for Children. 

Mr. R. DeFoix Calvert Jr.
Member Since: 1958
Spouse: Marsha
De is retired from Milliken & Co. He has 
served as both an Elder and Deacon at First 
Presbyterian. Additionally, he has served 
as Moderator of Foothills Presbytery and 
as a member of the Liturgy Writing Team. 
Currently, he is a teacher in the Purnell Class. 

Mrs. Martha W. Chapman
Member Since: 1994
Spouse: Norman
Muff et is an Interior Designer. She has served 
as both Elder and Deacon. She is on the 
Board of Directors for the Rotary Club of 
Spartanburg and is on the Trail Expansion 
Committee with Partners for Active Living. 
Muff et also chairs our Faith Initiative to End 
Child Poverty Committee. 

OFFICE OF RULING ELDER



Mr. S. Michael Pack Jr.
Member Since: 2004
Spouse: Alexa
Children: Mary Soutter and Michael
Michael is an attorney. He has served as a Deacon 
and an Elder at FPC. Michael currently chairs 
the Congregational Nominating Committee 
and serves on the Endowment Advancement 
and Offi  cer Placement Committees.

Dr. Jennifer S. Parker
Member Since: 2014
Spouse: Steve
Children: Taylor and Damien Pierce
Jennifer is a Professor at USC Upstate. She 
currently serves as an Elder. She has chaired 
our Local Mission Committee and is on the 
Advisory Committee for Faith Initiative to 
End Child Poverty. Jennifer also serves on the 
Spartanburg Behavioral Health Taskforce.

Mr. Norman F. Pulliam Sr.
Member Since: 1998
Spouse: Jo Carol
Norman is President of Pulliam Enterprises. 
He has served the Spartanburg and South 
Carolina communities through many 
organizations. He currently serves as a 
Board Member for Spartanburg Regional 
Restorative Hospital. Norman is a member of 
the Personnel Committee and has served on 
previous church Capital Campaigns. 

Mrs. Septima H. Smith
Member Since: 1992
Spouse: JJ
Septima is a retired elementary school 
teacher. She currently serves as an Elder and 
as Chair of the Children’s Education and 
Discipleship Ministry. She is a member of 
the Weekday School Board and Circle 12. 
Septima has served as a Bible School Teacher, 
a substitute Sunday School teacher, and with 
the Spartanburg Junior League. 

Mrs. Mary Helen D. Wade
Member Since: 1997
Spouse: Gregg
Mary Helen retired as Managing Director with 
Russell Reynolds Associates. She currently 
serves as an Elder and is on the Personnel 
Committee and is Chair of Offi  cer Placement. 
She is on the Executive Committee of UNC 
Women’s Leadership Council. Mary Helen is 
the founder of the South Carolina High School 
Ethics Bowl at Woff ord College.

Mrs. Leah M. Blanton
Member Since: 2003
Spouse: Jason
Children: Jay and Henry
Leah works at Interim Healthcare of the 
Upstate, with Home Health and Hospice.
She has previously served with Elementary 
and Youth Sunday Schools. 

Mrs. Marshall B. Calvert
Member Since: 1970
Spouse: De
Marsha is a Retired Art Teacher. She currently 
serves as a Deacon and is on the Flower Guild 
and the Communion to the Farthest Pew 
Committee, where she serves as co-chair. 
Marsha is also a member of the “Lovies” 
Sewing Group. 

Mr. Mallory J. Edwards
Member Since: 1989
Children: Jackson, Hayes, and Lanie
Mallory is the Senior Manager of Industrial 
Assets/Special Projects at Gibbs International. 
He has served with the Boys and Girls 
Club of Metro Spartanburg and the Cancer 
Association of Spartanburg. Mallory has also 
coached basketball with our church league. 

Mrs. F. Manning Fairey
Member Since: 2017
Spouse: John
Children: Jack, Willard, Gage
Manning is in Marketing Communications. 
She is on the Board of Directors for Partners 
for Active Living and has served with our 
Children’s Worship program. Manning 
currently serves on the Communications 
Committee.

Mrs. Susan F. Gaubert
Member Since: 2000
Spouse: Cliff 
Children: Cameron, Evan, and Davis
Susan is an 8th Grade Science Teacher at 
South Carolina Virtual Charter School. She 
has served as a Sunday School Teacher and 
Youth Volunteer. Susan was also a member of 
the Pastor Nominating Committee for Tom 
Evans. 

OFFICE OF RULING ELDER OFFICE OF DEACON



Mr. P. Andrew McKee III
Member Since: 1990
Spouse: Caroline
Children: Andrew
Andy is an attorney. He has served with 
the Spartanburg Soup Kitchen and as 
Advancement Chair for Boy Scouts of 
America, Daniel Morgan District. Andy 
is a Deacon and serves on the Off ering 
Committee. 

Mr. Alexander B. Powell
Member Since: 2017
Spouse: Coker
Children: Sadie and Net
Alex works in Commercial Real Estate. He 
serves on the Northside Development Group 
Board and on the One Spartanburg Advisory 
Board.

Mr. Ryan A. Reynolds
Member Since: 2008
Spouse: Ashley
Children: Katie and Elizabeth
Ryan is a Teacher. He currently serves on the 
Diaconate, with our CAST program, as an 
usher, and with the Winter Warmth Program. 
Ryan is co-chair of the Wednesdays at First 
Committee. 

Mrs. Melissa S. Sullivan
Member Since: 2012
Spouse: Tim
Children: Timmy, Rookhie, and Reese
Melissa is a Graphic Artist and Marketing 
Communications Consultant. She volunteers 
with our Youth Ministry. Melissa has also 
served on the Stewardship Committee and as 
a 1st Grade Sunday School teacher. 

Dr. Hannah L. Zimmerman
Member Since: 2015
Spouse: Matthew
Hannah is a Chiropractor. She currently 
serves as a Deacon and is co-chair of the 
Visitor Follow-up Committee. Hannah 
has also served as SPIHN Evening Host 
Coordinator and is a member of the Junior 
League of Spartanburg.

OFFICE OF DEACON

Mr. Ben C. Harrison
Member Since: 2017
Spouse: Linda
Ben is a retired attorney. He has served 
at another church as both an Elder and 
Deacon. Ben is also a member of the Purnell 
Fellowship Class. 

Mrs. Cheryl O. Lang
Member Since: 2012
Spouse: Wade
Cheryl is a Vice President and Chief Financial 
Offi  cer at Tindall Corporation. She currently 
serves as a Deacon and is Chair of the 
Purnell Committee. Cheryl also serves on the 
Off ering Committee and has traveled to Cuba 
as a member of our Mission Team. 

Ms. Sherron B. Langley
Member Since: 2012
Sherron is a legal assistant. She serves 
on the Recreation Committee. Sherron 
also volunteers at the Greeting Table at 
Wednesdays at First and as a Golf Cart Driver. 

Mrs. Jennifer D. MacPhail
Member Since: 2015
Spouse: Tim
Children: Hattie, Will, Elsie
Jennifer is a Community Health Projects 
Director and an attorney. She is a board 
member with the Children’s Advocacy 
Center and has served as Co-Chair of our 
Winter Warmth Committee and as Chair of 
the Weekday School Board. Jennifer is also a 
member of the FPC Protection Policy Team.  

Mr. John S. Mason
Member Since: 1998
Jack is a Deacon at FPC and has served 
as both a Deacon and Elder at his former 
churches. He is a Stephan Minister and an 
Usher/Greeter. Jack also serves with our 
Neighborhood Meal Ministry. 


