
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

NOVEMBER 21, 2021

8:45AM AND 11:00AM SANCTUARY

WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC
First Presbyterian Church

is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together

through Word and Deed.”



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation 
 One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made;
 All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary Down to the River to Pray arr. Anna Laura Page

 Acolyte (11:00)

Call to Worship  
One: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
All: Th erefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change,
 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
 though its waters roar and foam,
 though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
One: Th ere is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
 the holy habitation of the Most High.
All: Th e nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
 God speaks and the earth melts. Th e LORD of hosts is with us;
 the God of Jacob is our refuge.
One: Be still and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.
All: Th e LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. (Psalm 46)

Hymn 367 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come St. George's Windsor

Prayer of Confession  
 Gracious Lord,
  we have sinned by what we have done
  and by what we have left  undone.
 We confess Jesus as Lord and King with our lips,
  but our minds, hearts, and hands are distracted and follow other paths.
 You have taught us to trust You,
  but we prefer to trust ourselves.
 You have off ered us peace,
  but we continue to live in chaos.
 You have off ered us rest,
  but we are weighed down with our own sin.
 You have called us to love,
  but we have hurt others.
 Help us to see the truth with open eyes, transformed minds, and pure hearts
  so that we may follow You wherever You call us to go.
 We pray that You would heal us and cleanse us as we open our hearts to You. 
 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Th anks be to God! Please Stand



Response
 Hymn 336, verse 3  Kremser

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.

Let thy congregation escape tribulation;
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!

Passing of the Peace  
One: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ,
 let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

Life of the Church  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Prayer for Illumination In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful Taizé Community

Scripture Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-17

Scripture Readings Mark 10:46-52

Sermon On the Edge of Truth Dr. Lewis F. Galloway

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Hymn 265 Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun Duke Street

Affirmation of Faith   
 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People 
 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Call to Discipleship: Thornwell  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus Dan Forrest

Doxology
 Hymn 643, verse 3  Nun Danket Alle Gott

All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,
to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given:

the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,
the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

Hymn 268 Crown Him with Many Crowns Diademata

Charge and Benediction  

Benediction Response
 Hymn 702, verse 1  Bunessan

Christ be beside me; Christ be before me;
Christ be behind me, King of my heart.

Christ be within me; Christ be below me;
Christ be above me, never to part.

Closing Voluntary Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert



Children’s Worship
We believe that children learn to worship by regularly attending church with their families. During the 
11:00am Traditional Worship Service, all children are invited to the front of the Sanctuary for The Word for 
Children. Afterwards, children 3K - 1st grade are welcome to attend Children's Worship in the Clark Building 
with Pastor Ansley. During this time, they worship with song and prayer, hear a Bible story, and enjoy art and 
play. May they know the love of God and the joy of church! After worship, families are asked to pick their 
children up from Room 202 of the Clark Building. 

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Erik Hudson Neely

by his family.

Participating in Today’s Worship Services

Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Mrs. Colleen M. Darrall

Mr. S. Michael Pack III, Acolyte
Miss Olivia J. Marsh, Reader

Miss Susannah H. Wood, Reader

Musicians
Genesis Choir
Chancel Choir
Handbell Choir



LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Sunday, November 21, 2021

Check in to Worship!
If you are a church member, download the ShelbyNext | Membership App. Aft er you download and launch the 

app, enter “fi rstpres.shelbynextchms.com” for the domain and your username and password. Instructions on 
how to get your username and password: fpcspartanburg.org/discover/member-login. Once you have the app 
downloaded, each Sunday when you arrive at church, open your ShelbyNext App and click “Check In” ("allow" 
it to know your location). Th en click on “who” you are checking in, choose the worship service, then “Done.” 

If you would prefer not to download this app or you are one of our precious visitors, please sign the Fellowship 
Pad as it is passed down the pew. Our ushers will gather those aft er the service.

Spartanburg Community Thanksgiving Service This annual ecumenical service 
provides an opportunity for members of the community to worship together and give thanks. All proceeds 
taken during the evening's offering will benefit Brothers Restoring Urban Hope. As a sponsor of this event, The 
Spartanburg County Foundation matches the offering dollar-for-dollar, up to $5,000. On Tuesday, November 
23, at 7:00pm, fully vaccinated community members, wearing masks, are invited to join in person at Temple 
B'nai Israel (146 Heywood Avenue). You may also view the service on online at facebook.com/OurTemple29302.

Giving Tuesday - November 30 Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a 
simple idea: a day that encourages people to do good. This idea has grown into a global 
movement that inspires people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity. This is a 
day when non-profits give people the opportunity to improve the world around them.
This year, we are inviting members of our congregation and community to support specific areas of the 
Church Operating Budget. Your gifts will be included in your gifts to the church. We would like for you to 
consider this as over and above your regular giving to FPC Spartanburg. We tried to have fun with this - hope 
you do, too. Additionally, we welcome you to serve through one of the opportunities listed on the form. 
Please take a picture of this QR Code (the square with the squiggles) to learn more - or go to fpcspartanburg.
org/give.

Reverse Advent Calendar We invite you to participate in Reverse Advent. Start with an empty 
box. Each day, fill your box with the designated items found at fpcspartanburg.org/reverse-advent. Bring your 
full box to church on Sunday, December 19. We encourage you to include a card of Christmas love and joy. All 
donations will go to Hand-in-Hand Ministries to furnish a Christmas dinner for families in need. 

Family Advent Workshop - December 5  Let’s get ready for Christmas together! On Sunday, 
December 5, 12:00-1:30pm, join other families to create live Advent wreaths and age-specific crafts, e.g. Nativity 
story wheels, “Jesus” wreaths, crystal icicle ornaments, and more - with special projects for tweens and teens! 
We’ll gather under the tent and in the gym. To keep away the “hangry”, there's a light lunch - If you’d like Chicken 
Tenders and Mac & Cheese (cost of $6.00), register on the church website by Tues, Nov 23 (deadline). Questions 
or would like to help? See Pastor Ansley or Beth Burris. The more the merrier!

JOY Fellowship Christmas Luncheon Join the JOY (Just Older Youth) Fellowship Christmas 
Luncheon Thursday, December 2 at 11:30am in Fogartie Hall. Dr. Lewis F. Galloway will be our featured speaker. 
Please RSVP by Monday, November 29 to Joanie Shackleton(jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org).



Recommendations for CNC The Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of 
nine members from the congregation to replace members who will rotate off the CNC. Members will serve for 
one year and will be charged with the nomination of Church officers. Please go to www.fpcspartanburg.org/cnc 
and complete the form. Deadline is Friday, December 31, 2021.

The Neighborhood Meal Ministry has moved to Thursday evenings in the Arthur Center, 
with food service beginning at 5:15pm. Adjustments have been made for Covid safety measures. If you are 
interested in volunteering or need more information, please contact Mary Lorick Thompson or Betsy Burrell.

Ushers Needed ... We are seeking additional ushers willing to help pass out bulletins and assist seating 
during the 8:45am Traditional Service. Our immediate need is for December, but there are openings for other 
months as well. Please contact Joanie Shackleton in the church offi  ce and let her know when you are available 
to help (jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org; 864-208-2132).

Blue Worship Bags are available in the Narthex and Tower Room (Traditional Worship) and in the back 
of Fogartie Hall (MorningSong) for your child to use during worship. After worship, please return the crayons and 
bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child to keep as a reminder of today’s scripture and message.

This month The Peace & Justice Taskforce is focusing on Isaiah 58:6-10 as we are called to help 
our brothers and sisters break the cycle of injustice and poverty. During this season of Thanksgiving let us pray 
for God to guide us as we open our eyes, minds, and hearts to people in our community who are incarcerated. 
They need our prayers and help when released to overcome the many barriers they face during reentry. Their 
record of offense makes it difficult to get hired for a job and find a place to live. There are nonprofits in our 
community who are helping people overcome this cycle of injustice, homelessness, and poverty. If you feel God’s 
call to help, you can find these organizations by visiting The United Way of the Piedmont website: uwpiedmont.
org. We welcome you to join our next meeting of the Peace & Justice Taskforce on Friday, Jan 21, 2022, 12:30-
1:30pm in the Purnell Room. Like more information? Contact Dawn Bingham (binghamdawn@hotmail.com).

If You Need to Contact a Minister for a Pastoral Concern, call 864-208-
2142, day or night. Th e minister on-call will answer your call as soon as possible.

Sunday School
9:45am - Children and Youth

Children - All Rooms are in the Clark Building
Youth - All Youth Rooms are on the Second Floor of the Family Life Center

10:00am - Adults
Abide – Social Hall

Bible Alive! – Room 2208 Emmaus – Fogartie Hall LIFT – Room 2201
Purnell Fellowship – Purnell Room

No WAF This Week - See you December 1!



Worship and Fellowship

Sunday, November 21
Christ the King Sunday

8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)

11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
5:00pm  Youth (off -site)

Sunday, November 28
First Sunday of Advent

8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)

11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

*** Wednesdays at First This Fall ***
5:00pm Dinner Line Opens
5:00pm Children's Choirs

6:15pm Christian Recreation for Children
6:30pm Adult and Youth Programs
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, December 5
Second Sunday of Advent

Communion
8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)
11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

12:00pm  Advent Workshop

Wednesday, December 8
Final WAF of 2021

6:30pm  White Gift s Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, December 12
Th ird Sunday of Advent

Chancel Choir Special Music at Both Traditional Services
8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)
11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Sunday, December 19
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Lessons and Carols in MorningSong
8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)
11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
5:00pm  Moravian Love Feast (Sanctuary)

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org


