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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
DECEMBER 12, 2021

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:45AM AND 11:00AM SANCTUARY



�������	
�
�������	�
�	�
�
�����	����
���	��

� ������� ��	�
�
������������		°
�������������°

����� ��	
��� ��� 	� ��	������	
�
������� ����� 	��� ��� 	� �	������

	���
�������	���	����
��	����	

���
�	������� ���� ����	��� ���� ��
��
�����	���� ����� ���� ��	���� ���
 �������!�����	�������	�����������
��������������������������
����

��
	�
�������
�
�������	�
�	�
�

"�����	�#�"�������	

� ������� ����
�
��������������°
�������������°

$���� ����� �	�� ������� 	�
�������	����	
� �	������� 	�� %�����
&���������	���$�������	����������
�	�������������'���(�

�	��)�	��#�
���� ��� ���������� ��� )�������	�
)�

�������"�����	�#�"�������	#�
	��� �!�� ���� "	���	�  ������*�
��������� $��� �!��#� $� +$,'� �	��
������������-!��	����
���	���
��	�!�����������.!���������������
��� ���� ��������	
� �!���#� $���
&
	�����

�
���
�������
�������	�
�	�
�

'	!�!�/�����
	��#���!���)	��
��	

� ������� 	���
�
������������	�°
�������������°

�'���� ��� &�	��� �	��
������������� ��� %�����
&���������	��������������������'���
.����"����#���������#���	����#�
	���������0���	���1	22��!����	��
������ ���� ��	������	
� �!��	�	�
�!��� ����� ���� �!����� �	�������
	�����	����� ��� �!������ ��� ��� 	�

Call to Worship
Shema Yisrael

Opening Voluntary
Ose Shalom

John Leavitt
Th e One who makes peace in the heavens.

He makes peace for us, and for all Israel, and let us say Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Joy
Heavenly Father, creator of the world,

thank you for the promise of joy.
Guide us as we prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ,

who brings light to the world. Amen.

Hymn
Carol of the Word

Th rough the deep unbounded darkness, Love’s quick’ning spirit came,
calling light and day and nighttime, who answered at their name.

Singing stars, and speaking planets, spinning galaxies untold,
rolling oceans from the land’s rise, that moon and sun behold.

And with earth’s newformed garden, beasts leap and birds take fl ight,
as love breathed in us God’s likeness, declaring deep delight.

Did we dream that bright creation, that world invoking word?
Did love weary of our blindness, and turn away unheard,

from the battle ravaged garden, from the rivers dark with blood,
from the frantic mean addictions that numb our mind to good?

Lost to us the daylight’s promise, the nighttime’s healing rest;
lost to us the deep communion, by which we once were blest.

In this cold and angry season, this winter of our sin,
from the rude, unlovely manger, Love calls to us again.

Speaking justice over empire, lift ing hatred’s mortal curse,
making whole our broken spirits, with news of peace on earth.

So with stabled beasts and angels, with stars and moon and sun,
we declare Love’s new creation, God’s life in us begun!

Prayer of Confession
Almighty God,

you have made us and all things to serve you.
Forgive the ways we have failed to follow Jesus.
We have not lived in hope, peace, joy and love.

Heavenly Father, prepare the world for your rule.
Come quickly to save us, so that wars and violence shall end,

and your children may live in peace,
honoring one another with justice and love;

through Jesus Christ, who lives in power with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. Amen.

Assurance of PardonPlease Stand
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Response to Pardon
 Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide.
 Let me thy inner presence feel: thy grace and love in me reveal.

Life of the Church

Children’s Message

Hymn 102
Savior of the Nations, Come

(verses 1 and 2)

Scripture
Malachi 3:1-3

Hebrew and English

Dove of Peace / Kumbaya
John Moody

Kumbaya, my Lord
Dove of peace soar through the ageless sky With holy wings that repel division

Descend on global sanctuaries With olive branches for contrite hearts
Sing harmonious melodies Th at soothe the sinsick souls.

Someone’s singing my Lord
Angel of serenity speak prayers of love and grace until thy kingdom come
Encourage little ones of wonder to celebrate with joy for this new season

Heal the world with guiding stars that illuminate grace.
Someone’s praying my Lord

Holy Spirit breathe a soothing balm of Gilead into the wounded souls
Remove the scales of blind injustice from our wayward sinful eyes
Cleanse our worldly fl esh with glorious streams of healing waters.

Prince of Peace, direct thy ordained path and invite everlasting seeds of growth
Provide us with providential wisdom that welcome the Father’s lowly lost sheep

Furnish hearts with adoration for the newborn King!

Scripture
Luke 2:8-14

Mandarin, Spanish, and English

Pengyou, Ting!
arr. Carolyn Jennings

Listen, friend! Hear this good news.
Christ came down to earth to save you.
Originally he was the Lord in heaven.
He came to save people in this world.

Hear, hear, hear this good news:
Jesus Christ descended to earth to save me, to save you!

Salmo 150
Ernani Aguiar

Praise God in his sacred places, praise Him in the fi rmament of his power,
Praise Him for his mighty acts, praise Him according to his excellent greatness.
Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet, praise Him with the psaltery and the harp.

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance, praise Him with strings and pipes.
Praise Him with high-sounding cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of joy.

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
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Hymn 137
He Came Down

Scripture
Luke 2:15-19

German and English

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Stephen Paulus

Still, Still, Still
Mack Wilberg

Off ertory
What Shall We Give?

Mack Wilberg

Doxology
Hymn 143, verse 4

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Th ree in One:

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the coming King.

Prayer of Dedication

Hymn 82
Come, Th ou Long Expected Jesus

Scriptures
Genesis 1:1-3
John 1:1-5, 14

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Terre Johnson

Benediction

Closing Voluntary
God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman

Raymond H Haan
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Th e Advent Greens in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Lehman C. and Juliette Hollis Moody and Mary Walker Hollis

by Rosemary Moody Roberts.

Participating in Today’s Worship Services

Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang
Rev. Ansley B. Page

Rabbi Yossi Liebowitz

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Readers
Kyle Keefer, Karen Hill, Alexandra Wicker, Stephan Bolliger

Advent Candlelighters
Sanctuary Usher Team

Tara and Joe Pinilla; Savannah, Grayson, and Alice

Musicians
Chancel Choir

Orchestra
Violin I: Mary Irwin, Robin Els, Helen Tipton, Tina Pulley, Ann Buttimer

Violin II: Allison Key, March Moody, Susan Baier, Peter Moore
Viola: Zoe Harbison, Mary Ada Poole, Jeff  Kuntz

Cello: Kathy Foster, Ben Smith
Bass: John Kvasnicka
Flute: Chris Vaneman

Oboe: Will Moon
Clarinet: Chip and Karen Hill

Bassoon: Ashlyn Campbell
Horn: Anneka Zuehlke
Trumpet: Craig King

Harp: Jessie Meltz
Percussion: Matt and Adena McDaniel

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

We are honored to have Rabbi Yossi Liebowitz, from Temple B’nai Israel in 
Spartanburg, as one of our worship leader participants in today’s Sanctuary services.



LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Sunday, December 12, 2021

Check in to Worship!
If you are a church member, download the ShelbyNext | Membership App. Aft er you download and launch the 

app, enter “fi rstpres.shelbynextchms.com” for the domain and your username and password. Instructions on 
how to get your username and password: fpcspartanburg.org/discover/member-login. Once you have the app 
downloaded, each Sunday when you arrive at church, open your ShelbyNext App and click “Check In” (“allow” 
it to know your location). Th en click on “who” you are checking in, choose the worship service, then “Done.” 

If you would prefer not to download this app or you are one of our precious visitors, please sign the Fellowship 
Pad as it is passed down the pew. Our ushers will gather those aft er the service.

Service of Comfort and Light On Wednesday, December 15, we will gather in the Sanctuary 
at 6:00pm for an intimate time of worship including communion and candle lighting. This service is especially 
for those who struggle during the Christmas season.

Lessons and Carols Next Sunday, December 19, at 8:45am in Fogartie Hall the MorningSong Music 
Team will lead the congregation in carols of the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Moravian Candlelight Service This year’s Moravian Candlelight Service will be held on Sunday, 
December 19, at 5:00pm in the Sanctuary. Celebrate the season in a service inspired by our brothers and sisters 
from the Moravian tradition. Moravian Christmas hymns are supplemented by music from the First Presbyterian 
Church Chamber Singers and guest instrumentalists.

Christmas Eve Services – Friday, December 24 
4:00pm Family Service Come all you angels, shepherds, and kings, and join us on Christmas Eve for our children’s 

nativity pageant. Any child may come dressed as the part he or she wants to play.
7:00pm and 11:00pm Candlelight Services A tradition in our church, these services feature music by The 

Christmas Eve Choir. A special message will be delivered, and the services will conclude with the Sanctuary 
bathed in candlelight.

Angel Tree tags are out! If you haven’t already, please pick up a tag and bless a child this Christmas season. 
Each child will receive one gift , not over $25. Wrapped gift s - with the Angel Tag attached - should be taken to 
Th e Perrin Room by Sunday, December 19. Questions? Brandt Goodwin (brandtgoodwin@gmail.com).

Winter Warmth On November 13, First Presbyterian Church distributed 500 winter coats to students 
in need in grades 4K-8 in the Spartanburg County School System. For a gift  of $35, you can be a part of 
providing a warm new coat for a child in need. Your gift  will help sustain this mission for years to come. Forms 
can be found around the church and online (fpcspartanburg.org/serve/local-missions/winter-warmth).

Reverse Advent Calendar We invite you to participate in Reverse Advent. Start with an empty 
box. Each day, fill your box with the designated items found at fpcspartanburg.org/reverse-advent. Bring your 
full box to church on Sunday, December 19. We encourage you to include a card of Christmas love and joy. All 
donations will go to Hand-in-Hand Ministries to furnish a Christmas dinner for families in need. 

One Worship Service On Sunday, December 26, and Sunday, January 2, we will worship together 
as a Church Family at 11:00am in the Sanctuary. Sunday School Classes will not meet on either of these days. 



Blue Worship Bags are available in the Narthex and Tower Room (Traditional Worship) and in the back 
of Fogartie Hall (MorningSong) for your child to use during worship. After worship, please return the crayons and 
bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child to keep as a reminder of today’s scripture and message.

Recommendations for CNC The Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of 
nine members from the congregation to replace members who will rotate off the CNC. Members will serve for 
one year and will be charged with the nomination of Church officers. Please go to www.fpcspartanburg.org/cnc 
and complete the form. Deadline is Friday, December 31, 2021.

The Peace and Justice Taskforce is focusing on 3 John 1:2 as we are called to improve the 
health of those around us. This verse states “Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good 
health, just as your soul prospers.” Please join us at the next Peace and Justice Task Force Meeting on Friday, 
January 21, 12:30pm-1:30pm in the Purnell Room.

The Neighborhood Meal Ministry has moved to Thursday evenings in the Arthur Center, 
with food service beginning at 5:15pm. Adjustments have been made for Covid safety measures. If you are 
interested in volunteering or need more information, please contact Mary Lorick Thompson or Betsy Burrell.

Interested in Joining First Presbyterian? Please come to the Inner Courtyard, near The 
Perrin Room, on the second Sunday of the month at 10:30am. Ministers and members of the Session will be there 
to greet you. Questions? Contact Rev. Joanne Hull; 864-208-2125 / jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Year-End Giving
Contribution Deadlines: *For credit as 2021 contributions, donations must be received in the church fi nancial 

offi  ce by 5:00pm on Friday, December 31, 2021 or postmarked by December 31, 2021. Any contributions 
received or postmarked on or aft er January 1, 2022 will be considered as 2022 contributions. *If you make a 
pre-payment in 2021 toward your 2022 pledge, please make certain to write 2022 in the “memo” section of 
your check. Similarly, in 2022, if you continue to make contributions toward your 2021 pledge, please mark 
as 2021.

Year-End Stock Contributions: By giving appreciated stock to the church for your pledge, you can receive a 
tax advantage. Please notify Lynise Clarke in the church fi nancial offi  ce at the time you notify your broker 
with the following information: * Name of your broker and the particular stock that is involved and * Year (or 
years) in which to apply your gift  and/or whether any special funds are involved. Please allow 1-2 weeks for 
completion of stock transactions.

Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Hospitality Time Between Services this morning, stop by the Perrin Room - just down the hallway 
from the Tower Room - for a refreshing beverage. Feel free to take a few minutes to visit with other church 
members and visitors. If you have any questions about First Presbyterian, our Hospitality Team would like to 
help you find the answer. Additionally, if you are a church member in need of a Church Access Card, please 
come by to have your picture taken; your card should be available within the week (no charge for your first card; 
replacements are $10).

If You Need to Contact a Minister for a Pastoral Concern, call 864-208-
2142, day or night. Th e minister on-call will answer your call as soon as possible.



Worship and Fellowship

Sunday, December 12
Th ird Sunday of Advent

Chancel Choir Special Music at Both Traditional Services
8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)
11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Wednesday, December 15
6:00pm  Service of Comfort and Light (Sanctuary)

Sunday, December 19
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Lessons and Carols in MorningSong
8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)
11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

5:00pm  Moravian Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00pm  Family Service (Sanctuary) 
7:00pm  Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

11:00pm  Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, December 26
First Sunday of Christmas

11:00am  One Worship Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, January 2
Second Sunday of Christmas

11:00am  One Worship Service (Sanctuary)

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org


