
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  

OPENING VOLUNTARY Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day James Biery

ENTRANCE OF THE LIGHT
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Christ Candle

Lord, we rejoice that you have come among us.
May the fl ame of the candle remind us that you are the Light of the World.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in fl esh appearing!

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

GREETING

CHRISTMAS PRAYER (Unison Prayer)
Gracious and merciful God, we remember how your Son quietly entered human history on that 
fi rst Christmas Eve. We come before you in wonder, gratitude, and humble repentance. We are your 
children, but in need of your healing touch. Forgive our sins and cleanse us, we pray.
Capture our hearts and minds with the quiet splendor that transformed a manger into heaven’s 
throne. If earth were a thousand times more fair, it still would be too poor a cradle for you, dear 
Jesus. Holy Child, make for yourself a place within our hearts, that each of us may keep for you a 
quiet, holy chamber. Amen.

(Martin Luther)
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Please rise in
 body or spirit.

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 9:2-7

ANTHEM All is Well arr. Ron Huff 

SECOND LESSON  Matthew 1:18-25

ANTHEM What Strangers Are Th ese arr. Dan Forrest

THIRD LESSON  Luke 2:1-20

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Sussex Carol David Willcocks

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING
 The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. Th y kingdom come. Th y will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

MEDITATION  Dr. Lewis F. Galloway

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem St. Louis

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift  is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

For our 
Christmas Eve 

offering, all 
non-designated 

gifts will be 
used to support 

Hand-in-Hand 
Ministries. A 

member of this 
congregation 

started this 
initiative last 
spring after 
witnessing 

extreme 
poverty in 

Spartanburg. 
Hand-in-Hand 

works with 
social workers 

in Spartanburg 
County schools 

to help get 
basic needs 
for children, 

including 
clothing, 

household 
items, food, and 

more.
This ministry 

supports our 
efforts to end 
child poverty 

in Spartanburg 
County.



O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
Th e Word became fl esh and dwelt among us, and we have beheld his glory,
     glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Th e light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. 
Let us live in the light of Christ this night and every night.

HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night! Stille Nacht

Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love’s pure Light,
Radiant beams from Th y holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Th y birth, Jesus, Lord, at Th y birth.

Silent night! holy night! Wondrous Star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

RINGING IN OF CHRISTMAS

HYMN Joy to the World Antioch

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fi elds and fl oods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings fl ow far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING VOLUNTARY              Joy to the World Pamela Decker

Please 
extinguish your 
candle and 
leave it at the 
door.

The lighting 
of candles 
symbolizes the 
coming of Jesus 
who said, “I 
am the Light of 
the World” and 
is a reminder 
that we spread 
His light to all 
humankind. 
Each person 
will offer light 
from his candle 
to his neighbor. 
As you take 
the light, 
please tilt your 
un-lit candle 
toward the 
fl ame to avoid 
spilling wax. To 
symbolize our 
sharing of the 
light with the 
world, raise your 
candles high for 
the singing of 
the fi nal verse 
of “Silent Night.” 
Please remain 
seated.



If you are visiting with us today, you are our honored guest! For more information about First Presbyterian, check 
out the church website (www.fpcspartanburg.org).

Nursery is available for the 7:00pm Candlelight Service in Room 105 in the Clark Building.

Th e liturgical color for Christmas Eve and Christmastide is white. Christmastide is the twelve days from Christmas 
to Epiphany, January 6. In celebration, the Sanctuary Christmas decorations have been changed to white and will 
remain in place through Epiphany.

393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302
864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

We Welcome You To Worship at First Presbyterian

Sunday, December 26 and Sunday, January 2
 11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Join us as we worship together! 
(No Sunday School nor Children’s Worship. Nursery provided for infant through age 3 in the Clark 
Building, Room 105.)

Sunday, January 9, we will resume our regular schedule:
 8:45am MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)
 8:45am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
 9:45am Sunday School for All Ages
 11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Participating in This Evening’s Worship Services
Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang
Rev. Ansley B. Page

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Advent Candlelighters
Cesily and Tom King; Zan King

Christmas Eve Choir; Alle Marie Marsh, solo
String Quartet: Allison Key and Peter Moore, violin; Mary Ada Poole, viola; Kathy Foster, cello


