
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

DECEMBER 25, 2022

CHRISTMAS DAY

11:00AM SANCTUARY



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Carol Sing (10:45)

Welcome and Invitation
 Th is is the day that the Lord has made;
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Call to Worship
 Christ is born!
 Alleluia!
 Jesus is among us!
 Alleluia!
 Shout with joy, give thanks, and sing!
 Christ is born!

Hymn 147 Th e First Nowell The First Nowell
(verses 1, 2, 3, and 6)

Prayer of Confession
 Gracious God,
  you have sent your Son to us to show us the way.
 Even when we have turned our backs to follow our own paths,
  you off er us Light.
 Forgive us when, in our stubborness,
  we think more about ourselves and our comforts
  than we think of reaching out to others.
 Remind us again that Jesus witnessed to us
  the Light of Love that serves, guides and heals.
 Th ank you for loving us so much
  that you would give us this most precious gift .
 Pour the Light into our lives once more,
  that fi nally we will fully understand the power and depth of your love for us. . . . 
 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
 Hear this good news of great joy:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 Th anks be to God!
 Glory to God in the highest,  and peace to God’s people on earth.

Response
 Hymn 134, verse 4  Antioch

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

 Please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Since at least the 
fourth century in 
Rome, Christians 

have celebrated 
the incarnation 
and nativity of 
Jesus Christ on 
December 25. 
On Christmas 

Day, the church 
celebrates and 

gives thanks 
for the arrival 

of God’s Word 
made fl esh - the 
light of God that 

has come into 
the world, the 

light that even 
death could not 

extinguish.



Passing of the Peace
 Th e peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.
 Let us greet one another as we share the love and peace of Christ. 

Life of the Church

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Sacrament of Baptism
Lincoln Paul Gibas

Son of Jana and Paul Gibas

  Response Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Mueller
close by me forever and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fi t us for heaven to live with thee there.

First Reading  Isaiah 52:7-10

Second Reading  John 1:1-14

Meditation  Rev. John Daniel DeBevoise

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Affirmation of Faith 
 From a Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucifi ed, suff ering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This affi rmation is 
drawn from The 
Brief Statement 
of Faith, which 
was written 
in 1983. This 
particular section 
is formally called 
Christology. 
Christology is 
our belief and 
testimony about 
the person and 
Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. We use 
this affi rmation 
frequently as 
it is a beautiful 
statement of why 
we believe in and 
trust Jesus. 



Prayers of the People
 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Sweet Little Jesus Boy Traditional

Doxology
 Hymn 143, verse 4  Regent Square

All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising to the Eternal three in one.

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ the newborn King. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

Hymn 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square

Charge and Benediction

Benediction Response
 Hymn 136, Refrain  Go Tell It

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Closing Voluntary On Th is Day Earth Shall Ring arr. Robert Powell

In the charge 
and benediction 

we are assured 
of God’s peace 

and blessing; we 
seek to follow 

Christ’s way, 
sustained by 
power of the 

Holy Spirit. God 
calls the church 

to join the 
mission of Christ 
in service to the 

world. As we 
engage in that 

mission, we bear 
witness to God’s 

eternal reign. 



Participating in Today’s Worship Services

Rev. John Daniel DeBevoise
Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Holt Andrews
Marcia Andrews

Rafe Andrews, Soloist

Fran Bagwell, Baptism Elder

Sunday School Schedule - 9:45am

Children and Youth
Children - All Rooms are in the Clark Building

Nursery – Room C105 and Room C108; Preschool (3K-5K) – Room C110
1st & 2nd Grades – Drop Off in Room C201; Pickup in Room C202
3rd & 4th Grades – Drop Off in Room C201; Pickup in Room C203

5th Grade – Room C206

Youth - All Youth Rooms are on the Second Floor of the Family Life Center
Middle Schoolers in the Middle School Room (F201) and High Schoolers in the High School Room (F202)

Adults
Abide – Room 2200

Bible Alive! – Room 2208 & on Zoom
Emmaus – Room 2207

LIFT – Room 2201

No Sunday School today

nor on January 1.

Sunday School will resume on January 8. 

Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion & Ministry Matters.Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion & Ministry Matters.

Front Cover: “Joy to the World!” from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.Front Cover: “Joy to the World!” from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.



Life of the Church
Sunday, December 25, 2022

Pastoral Concern?
If you need to contact a 
Minister for a Pastoral Concern,
call 864-208-2142 day or night. 
Th e minister on-call will answer 
your call as soon as possible.

Interested in Joining?
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian, come to the 
Parlor on the second Sunday of 
the month - Sunday, Jan 8 - at 
10:30am. Ministers and members 
of the Session will be there to 
greet you. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Joanne Hull; 864-208-2125 / 
jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Blue Worship Bags 
are available in the Narthex 
and Tower Room (Traditional 
Worship) and in the back of 
Fogartie Hall (MorningSong) for 
your child to use during worship. 
After worship, please return the 
crayons and bags to the baskets. 
The activity sheet is for your 
child to keep as a reminder of 
today’s scripture and message.

Gym Hours
Mon-Thursdays: 7am-8pm
Fridays: 7am-2pm
Saturdays: 8am-12noon
The Gym is closed Mon, Dec 26; 
Tues, Dec 27; and Sat, Dec 31.

Chapel Open
Th e Chapel is open for Prayer 
Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm, for 
you to come and sit and pray 
in the stillness of God. You may 
place any personal prayer needs 
in the Chapel prayer box and a 
member of our staff  will pray 
over your requests.

Sunday, January 1
Next Sunday, January 1, we will worship together as a church family with 
ONE worship service at 11:00am in the Sanctuary. There will be no Sunday 
School; it will resume on January 8. 

Un-Deck the Halls
Join other church members on Tuesday, January 3 as we un-deck the 
halls - and Chrismon Trees. Please meet in the Tower Room at 10:00am. 
Questions? Contact LeAnne Thurmond (leanne.thurmond@gmail.com).

Tuesday/Thursday Adult Study
Join Nan and Tom McDaniel, via Zoom, starting January 10/12 through 
March 28/30 for their next book study. They will be studying Tom Evan’s 
book, “The Way Forward: Sermons that Matter”. Please contact Shannon 
(shutcheson@fpcspartanburg.org) for the Zoom link and instructions on 
picking up the book.

Year-End Giving
Contribution Deadlines
• For credit as 2022 contributions, donations must be received in the 

church fi nancial offi  ce by December 31, 2022 or postmarked by 
December 31, 2022. Any contributions received or postmarked on or 
aft er January 1, 2023 will be considered as 2023 contributions.

•  If you make a prepayment in 2022 toward your 2023 giving, please 
make certain to note your contribution as 2023.

Year-End Stock Contributions: 
By giving appreciated stock to the church for your pledge, you can receive 
a tax advantage. Please notify Lynise Clarke in the church fi nancial offi  ce 
at the time you notify your broker with the following information:
• Name of your broker and the stock that is involved
• Year or years in which to apply your gift  and/or whether any special 

funds are involved
Please allow 1-2 weeks for completion of any stock transactions.

Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Ways to Give
 ①  Place your gift in the Offering Plate as it is passed during the service;
 ②  Scan the QR Code with the camera on your phone;
  it will direct you to our online giving portal;
 ③  Click “Give Online” at fpcspartanburg.org/give;
 ④  Text the word “GIVE” to 864/309-0816;
 ⑤  Mail a check to the church (address on back of bulletin);
 ⑥  Give via the ShelbyNext App
Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.



Calendar
Sunday, December 25

Christmas Day!
11:00am  Worship

(Sanctuary)
Come As You Are!

December 26-27
All Church Facilities Closed

Sunday, January 1
New Year’s Day!

Communion
11:00am  Worship

(Sanctuary)

Looking Forward
January 2

All Church Facilities Closed

January 8
Offi  cer Ordination and Installation

January 11
Wednesdays at First Resumes

January 12-16
MLK City-wide Events

January 29
Annual Meeting

February 19
Youth Sunday

February 22
Ash Wednesday

March 21
Endowment Dinner

March 22
Children’s Choirs Presentation

April 9
Easter

April 30
First Pres Homecoming!

May 21
Baccalaureate Sunday

May 28
Day of Pentecost

June 5-8
Vacation Bible School

Recommendations for CNC
The Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of 
nine members (non-officers) from the congregation to replace those 
who will rotate off at the end of 2022. Members will serve for one 
year and will be charged with the nomination of Church officers.
Please scan the QR code or go to fpcspartanburg.org/cnc and 
complete the form. Deadline: Dec 31.

Be the Church - - Bring the Doughnuts!
We need volunteers to pick up Doughnut Holes at the Krispy Kreme on 

North Church Street on Sunday mornings for the FLC Lobby. 
There is no cost to you. You will need to pick these up and have 
them at the church by 8:15am. Take a picture of this QR Code to 
sign up. Once you click “Submit” you will be emailed instructions. 

FPC Spartanburg Sermoncast
Missed last week’s worship service? Want to revisit your favorite sermons 
while on the road, at work, or anywhere at all? Now you can! Our sermons 
are now available on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, or wherever 
you find your podcasts!

Stephen Ministry
Do you know a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who is going 
through a difficult time and who could benefit from the focused care, 
encouragement, and support of a Stephen Minister? Stephen Ministers 
provide confidential one-on-one care. We listen and share God’s love with 
you to help you through your crisis. Contact the church office or Dana 
Halliday (danahalliday1@charter.net). We can talk with you about how we 
can connect the person you know with one of our Stephen Ministers. It’s a 
great way for you to show how much you care!

Are you Interested in Becoming a Stephen Minister? A new class begins 
in January, please contact Dana Halliday (danahalliday1@charter.net) for 
more information. 

Share Your Smile!
Looking for an easy way to get involved in the church? Come share your smile 
and help greet on Sunday mornings! We need three greeters each Sunday- 
one to welcome those coming to Sunday school (9:30-9:55am) and two to 
welcome Sanctuary worshippers (10:30-11:00am). All you have 
to do is stand outside your assigned door and welcome people as 
they arrive! (You are welcome to bring your kids to help as well!) 
Scan the QR code to sign up!



To Ponder Prayerfully

“God never gives someone a gift  they are not capable of receiving.
If He gives us the gift  of Christmas,

it is because we all have the ability to understand and receive it.”
- Pope Francis

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org

Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Associate Pastor

Discipleship and Communications

Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Associate Pastor

Congregational Care and Deacons

Rev. Leslie A. Lang
Associate Pastor

Young Adults and Missions

Rev. John Daniel DeBevoise
Associate Pastor

Youth and Campus Ministries

Rev. Ansley B. Page
Pastoral Associate for Engagement

Holt Andrews
Pastoral Musician

Marcia Andrews
Associate Director of Music; Organist

Kara Clark
Director of Children’s Ministries

Carrie Coleman
Youth Leader

Beth Cecil
Parish Nurse

Colleen Darrall
Director of Recreation

Pano Stathakis
Director of Hospitality

Kris Graham
Director of the Weekday School

Lisa Cunningham
MorningSong Band Director

Lee Raines
Facilities Administrator

Jim Pitts
Campus Safety and Services Manager

Lynise Clarke
Church Financial Offi cer

Monteigne Campbell
Offi ce Manager and

Admin to the Senior Pastor

Joanie Shackleton
Administrative Assistant

Congregational Care and Deacons

Shannon Hutcheson
Administrative Assistant

Children’s and Adult Discipleship

Ian Ritchings
Administrative Assistant

Missions, Young Adults, Communications

Cathy Rush
Receptionist and Admin to Music

Andy Mayfi eld
Grounds Manager

Judith Holbert
Tiffany Long

William Massey
Red Cartledge

Custodians

Ministers: All Members of the Church
We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”


