
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

DECEMBER 26, 2021

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

11:00AM SANCTUARY

WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC
First Presbyterian Church

is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together

through Word and Deed.”



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation 
  Th is is the day that the Lord has made;
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary In Dulci Jubilo Dietrich Buxtehude
 Acolyte

Call to Worship 
 Sing to the Living God! Sing a new song!
 Sing to God, all the earth!
 Th e people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
 On those who lived in a land as dark as death, a light has dawned.
 For a child has been born to us, a son given to us.
 Authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice.
 Let the sea roar, and all that fi lls it.
 Let the fi eld exult, and everything in it.
 Let the trees of the forest sing for joy.
 Christ is born!  Let us praise God altogether!  (From Isaiah 9 and Psalm 96)

Hymn 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol
Verses 1, 3, and 4

Prayer of Confession  
 God of glory,
  you sent your Son to take away our sins.
 We celebrate Jesus’ birth,
  and we ask you to change us, heal us, and make us your beloved children.
 Help us to praise you for the gift  of Jesus by how we live our lives.
 Keep us from neglecting to honor Jesus with gift s of mercy and kindness,
  from failing to welcome your perfect love with love for each other,
  from allowing the lesser lights to blind us to the Light that overcomes,
  from forgetting the call of the needy and the cry of the world for peace.
 We give thanks for the love of Jesus, our Savior, who lives among us.
 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
 As we receive God’s grace and mercy, we are reminded of angels and shepherds and words of comfort and joy:
 Good Christian friends, rejoice!  Jesus Christ was born to save.
 He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blessed forever more.
 Christ was born for this!  Christ was born for this!
 In Christ, we have received grace upon grace.  
 In Christ, salvation is available to all.
 Praise to God, for in Christ, we are forgiven!

 Please Stand



Response
 Hymn 123, verse 5  Carol

For lo, the days are hastening on,
by prophets seen of old,

when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fl ing,

and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

Passing of the Peace  
I invite you now to answer God’s call to be reconciled to one another and to God.
Let us put aside discord and confl ict, ask for forgiveness, and make peace in the name of the Prince of Peace.  
Th e peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us exchange greetings and signs of love and peace.

Life of the Church  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading Matthew 2:13-23

Sermon Th e Rest of the Story Rev. Joanne R. Hull

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Hymn 158 Born in the Night, Mary's Child Mary's Child

Affirmation of Faith   
 From A Declaration of Faith (PCUS, 1977)

God sent the promised Deliverer to his people.
Jesus, the long expected Savior,
 came into the world as a child,
 descended from David,
 conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of Mary, a virgin.
He lived as a Jew among Jews.
He announced to his people
 the coming of God's kingdom of justice and peace on earth.

(Continued...)



We affi  rm that Jesus was born of woman
 as is every child,
 yet born of God's power
 as was no other child.
In the person and work of Jesus,
 God himself and a human life
 are united but not confused,
 distinguished but not separated.
Th e coming of Jesus was itself
 the coming of God's promised rule.
Th rough his birth, life, death, and resurrection,
 He brings about the relationship between God and humanity
 that God always intended.
Jesus was what we should be.
He served his Father with complete trust
 and unwavering obedience.
He loved all kinds of people
 and accepted their love.
In constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit,
 Jesus allowed no temptation or threat to keep him
 from loving God with his whole being
 and his neighbor as himself.
We recognize in Jesus what God created us to be.
He exposes our failure to live as he lived.
He demonstrates the new humanity
 God promises to give us through him.

Prayers of the People 
 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory I Wonder as I Wander John Jacob Niles

Doxology
 Hymn 147, verse 6  The First Nowell

Th en let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.



Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Alli Hoy

by her family.

Participating in Today’s Worship Services

Rev. Joanne R. Hull

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Mr. Resce H. Youngblood, Acolyte

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

Hymn 146 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child Tempus Adest Floridum

Charge and Benediction  

Benediction Response
 Hymn 134, verse 4  Antioch

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.

Closing Voluntary Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Wilbur Held



LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Sunday, December 26, 2021

Check in to Worship!
If you are a church member, download the ShelbyNext | Membership App. Aft er you download and launch the 

app, enter “fi rstpres.shelbynextchms.com” for the domain and your username and password. Instructions on 
how to get your username and password: fpcspartanburg.org/discover/member-login. Once you have the app 
downloaded, each Sunday when you arrive at church, open your ShelbyNext App and click “Check In” (“allow” 
it to know your location). Th en click on “who” you are checking in, choose the worship service, then “Done.” 

If you would prefer not to download this app or you are one of our precious visitors, please sign the Fellowship 
Pad as it is passed down the pew. Our ushers will gather those aft er the service.

Nursery is available in Room 105 in the Clark Building for children 6 months - 3 years old.

One Worship Service Next Sunday, January 2, we will worship together as a Church Family at 
11:00am in the Sanctuary. Sunday School Classes will not meet. 

Recommendations for CNC The Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of 
nine members from the congregation to replace members who will rotate off the CNC. Members will serve for 
one year and will be charged with the nomination of Church officers. Please go to www.fpcspartanburg.org/cnc 
and complete the form. Deadline is Friday, December 31, 2021.

Blue Worship Bags are available in the Narthex and Tower Room (Traditional Worship) and in the back 
of Fogartie Hall (MorningSong) for your child to use during worship. After worship, please return the crayons and 
bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child to keep as a reminder of today’s scripture and message.

Church Facilities Closed All Church Facilities will be closed on Monday, December 27 and 
Tuesday, December 28 for the Christmas Holidays and on Monday, January 3 for the New Years' Holiday. 
Additionally, the church offices will be closing at 12:30pm on Wednesday, January 5 in order for the staff to 
attend a Christmas / Epiphany gathering. 

How Can I Help? On Friday, December 10 and into the early hours of Saturday, December 11, several 
tornadoes ripped through multiple U.S. states, resulting in extensive damage and significant loss of life. First 
Presbyterian Church of Mayfield, Kentucky was completely destroyed. The Presbytery of Western Kentucky 
has been working with the Mayfield church and is receiving donations on behalf of Mayfield as well as other 
areas that have been affected. FPC Spartanburg is sending a $5,000 gift to the Presbytery of Western Kentucky. 
We invite you to join us. You may submit a donation to FPC Spartanburg – noting “Presbytery of Western 
Kentucky” – or give directly to the presbytery yourself. That address is: Presbytery of Western Kentucky, PO 
Box 624, Hopkinsville, KY 42241. 

The Neighborhood Meal Ministry has moved to Thursday evenings in the Arthur Center, 
with food service beginning at 5:15pm. Adjustments have been made for Covid safety measures. If you are 
interested in volunteering or need more information, please contact Mary Lorick Thompson or Betsy Burrell.



Year-End Giving
Contribution Deadlines: *For credit as 2021 contributions, donations must be received in the church fi nancial 

offi  ce by 5:00pm on Friday, December 31, 2021 or postmarked by December 31, 2021. Any contributions 
received or postmarked on or aft er January 1, 2022 will be considered as 2022 contributions. *If you make a 
pre-payment in 2021 toward your 2022 pledge, please make certain to write 2022 in the “memo” section of 
your check. Similarly, in 2022, if you continue to make contributions toward your 2021 pledge, please mark 
as 2021.

Year-End Stock Contributions: By giving appreciated stock to the church for your pledge, you can receive a 
tax advantage. Please notify Lynise Clarke in the church fi nancial offi  ce at the time you notify your broker 
with the following information: * Name of your broker and the particular stock that is involved and * Year (or 
years) in which to apply your gift  and/or whether any special funds are involved. Please allow 1-2 weeks for 
completion of stock transactions.

Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Interested in Joining First Presbyterian? Please come to the Inner Courtyard, near The 
Perrin Room, on the second Sunday of the month at 10:30am. Ministers and members of the Session will be there 
to greet you. Questions? Contact Rev. Joanne Hull; 864-208-2125 / jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Family Life Center Gym Hours – Mondays through Th ursdays (7am-8pm) and Fridays (7am-
2pm). If you’ve never used the gym facilities, stop by and check it out!

The Chapel is Open for Prayer Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm for you to come and sit and pray 
in the stillness of God. If you are not comfortable coming inside, feel free to sit in the Columbarium. You may 
place any personal prayer needs in the Chapel prayer box and a member of our staff  will be present in the Chapel 
to pray over your requests.

If You Need to Contact a Minister for a Pastoral Concern, call 864-208-
2142, day or night. Th e minister on-call will answer your call as soon as possible.

From The Peace and Justice Taskforce Spartanburg is one of 20 communities and one 
of only three in the Southeast participating in the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s $72 million Just Futures 
Initiative, which is creating a national network of ambitious humanities-based projects that address racial 
inequality in bold and imaginative ways. Each community’s project – including Spartanburg’s – is designed to 
help us understand our past, make meaning of our present, and develop the conditions required to create socially 
just futures. Currently, Spartanburg community members are working to build “a bridge of trust strong enough 
to carry the truth,” research both the nature and origins of our current racial inequalities, and identify promising 
“leverage points” in our community systems (places where intentional application of resources or changes in 
policies and practices can produce meaningful progress toward the vision of a just future Spartanburg). To 
learn more and to sign up for the JFS newsletter, please visit www.justfuturespartanburg.org. Please join us at 
the next Peace and Justice Task Force Meeting on Friday, January 21, 12:30pm-1:30pm in the Purnell Room.

Looking for Volunteer Opportunities?
 Check out www.fpcspartanburg.org/ministry-fi nder.



Worship and Fellowship

Sunday, December 26
First Sunday of Christmas

11:00am  One Worship Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, January 2
Communion

11:00am  One Worship Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, January 9
Baptism of the Lord

8:45am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
8:45am  MorningSong Worship (Fogartie Hall)

11:00am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
Offi  cer Ordination and Installation

*** Wednesdays at First Resumes January 12 ***
5:00pm Dinner Line Opens
5:00pm Children's Choirs

6:15pm Christian Recreation for Children
6:30pm Adult and Youth Programs
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org


