
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2021
6:30PM ~ SANCTUARY

ANNUAL WHITE GIFTS SERVICE

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



ORDER OF SERVICE
WELCOME      Rev. Ansley Page

READINGS

INTROIT     We Light the Advent Candles German Traditional

CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Ansley Page

 ONE: In this season of waiting, of looking for you to come into our world,
  We are seeking light.  Here in this place of worship,
 ALL: We are seeking light.
 ONE: With our neighbors,
 ALL: We are seeking light.
 ONE: In our families,
 ALL: We are seeking light.
 ONE: In the darkest places of the world,
 ALL: We are seeking light.
   Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world.
   May we have eyes to see you, and ears to hear you.
   Come into our world tonight.

PRAYER

HYMN #137    He Came Down
       Verse 1: Children’s Choirs
       Verses 2 - 4:  All

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?  Martha T. Bean

       Love Each Other Timothy G. Bushong

       Love God With Your Heart arr. David Bone

       What Can I Give Him? arr. Marcia Andrews
       Finnigan McDaniel, solo

       Family Mark Burrows

PRAYER

HYMN #203    Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love
       Verses 2 and 3

PRESENTATION OF WHITE GIFTS  Rev. Leslie Lang

       Carol Sing (see insert)

PRAYER OF BLESSING

BENEDICTION



Joy to the World 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky 
looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

The First Nowell 
The first Nowell the angel did say was to 
certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell 
born is the King of Israel. 
 

And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell 
born is the King of Israel. 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Glo- ria in excelsis Deo! 
Glo- ria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Glo- ria in excelsis Deo! 
Glo- ria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 

Children’s Choirs Sing on Christmas Eve 
For those of you who will be in town on 
Christmas Eve and would like for your 
child (5K-grade 5) to sing at the 4:00pm 
Family Christmas Eve service, there will 
be ONE REHEARSAL on Wednesday, 
December 22nd from 5:00-5:45pm in the 
sanctuary to prepare for this event.  If 
you are unable to participate in this 
service, please note that all children’s 
choirs will resume on Wednesday, January 
12, 2022.  We wish all children and their 
families a very Blessed Christmas! 



Participants in This Evening’s ServiceParticipants in This Evening’s Service

Olivia Marsh ................................................................................................ as Herself

Calvin, the Church Mouse ......................................................................Betsy Kneisly

Accompanist ..................................................................................... Bruce Campbell

Acolyte .................................................................................................Ramsey Neely

Readers ........................................ Lettie Brown, Abby Clementson, Kate Lancaster

Instrumentalists ....... Janet Kuntz, Matt McDaniel, Rafe Andrews, Mary Ada Poole

Handbells ............................................ Holt Andrews, Bruce Campbell, Janet Kuntz

Script Writer ...........................................................................................Martha Bean

Audio Visual ...................................... Todd Camp, Craig Foster, Richard Strasburger

Choir Leaders ............................................Martha Bean, Patti Foy, Marcia Andrews

Liturgists ............................................................ Rev. Ansley Page, Rev. Leslie Lang

Tonight’s Book is “The Gift That I Can Give” by Kathie Lee Giff ord

CHERUB CHOIRCHERUB CHOIR JR. CHORISTERSJR. CHORISTERS SR. CHORISTERSSR. CHORISTERS
ELLIS BRIERTON JULIET BERRY SADIE BROCK
GRACE BURRELL
SOPHIE BURRELL
HOPE HAMILTON
ELOISE MITCHELL
AUDREY MOORE
KARLIE PATTY

KENNEDY PATTY
GRAYSON PINILLA

COLES REID

NORA BIBER
WELLS BLANTON
BENNETT BROCK

ELLA JANE BROWN
DERHAM COLE
MAE CUTLER

MILLIE HALLIDAY
JAY KENNEDY

CAROLINE LYERLY
SADIE MOORE
MEAKIN PACK

STEWART PACK
SAVANNAH PINILLA
RILEY WORKMAN

LETTIE BROWN
ABBY CLEMENTSON

CHARLOTTE CLEMENTSON
LILY DARGIS

CATHERINE JENKINS
KATE LANCASTER
CONNOR LYERLY
KATHRYN MARTIN

FINNIGAN MCDANIEL
GRACE MITCHELL
RAMSEY NEELY
HARRISON PACK
MICHAEL PACK

ALI CLAIRE PINGLEY
CAROLINE RINGO
SUZANNA STORY

MADISON WORKMAN



 THE HISTORY OF “WHITE GIFTS”THE HISTORY OF “WHITE GIFTS”
White Gifts is credited to the wife of a Methodist minister from Ohio in 1904.  She 
was familiar with the Chinese tradition where each person gave a gift to the king 
on his birthday.  To emphasize the love and intent of the gift, rather than the size 
or value, every gift would be given anonymously, and all would look the same…
wrapped in white paper.  Inspired by the legend, the minister’s wife and daughters 
asked their congregation to bring gifts for their King, Jesus; and a beautiful new 
tradition spread throughout the Christian world.  The White Gift Service shares in 
the spirit of Christ and the God of love at Christmas in the giving of gifts to people 
in need and celebrates the stewardship of God’s love and giving at the time of year 
when we remember the coming of the King of Kings.  First Presbyterian Church 
has celebrated White Gifts for over 50 years.
Your gifts this evening will be distributed to these local mission partners of FPC:

THE CLEVELAND ACADEMY OF LEADERSHIP (Spartanburg, SC) - A District 7 Title I school 
which serves 400 students in grades 4K through grade five.  As a Leader in Me school, we 
teach Franklin Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, engage in student goal setting, and 
work together for student success.   Our staff embraces an innovative, school-wide model 
that emphasizes a culture of student empowerment.  We help students understand just how 
powerful they can be when they harness their unique talents and strengths.  The Cleveland 
Academy of Leadership has focused its time, efforts, and resources to ensure that all their 
students receive the education that will make them competitive in today’s global society.  Our 
hope and dream for all students is to achieve meaningful academic and personal growth. 

HOPE CENTER FOR CHILDREN (Spartanburg, SC) - The mission of Hope Center for Children is 
to build stable, healthy families and provide children a safe place from abuse and neglect.  Our 
name captures what is at the heart of each of our programs: providing hope to children and 
families.  We believe that the best way to make sure children in our community thrive, is to 
equip parents and caregivers with the tools and support they need to overcome barriers and 
to teach strong values and life skills to their children.  Our programs offer this support, working 
with the whole family.  However, for some children, when home is not safe for them, we 
provide around-the-clock care and teaching to make sure they are successful.  All our programs 
use evidence-based and/or evidence-informed models, yielding outstanding outcomes and 
providing a community where children are assured love and safety.   www.hopecfc.org

MOBILE MEALS (Spartanburg, SC) - Glorifies God by providing nutritious meals, services, and 
fellowship to the frail and homebound of Spartanburg County.  Established in 1977, Mobile 
Meals of Spartanburg today has 1300 volunteer drivers committed to caring for approximately 
1500 individuals daily via 130 routes throughout Spartanburg County.  The need for meals and 
fellowship continues to grow as life expectancies increase, hospitals discharge patients earlier 
with an emphasis on in-home care, and the family unit as a primary caretaker is fragmented.  
Every meal we deliver comes with a side of fellowship, love, compassion and hope.  

THORNWELL (Clinton, SC) - Founded in 1875, Thornwell is a diverse non-profit ministry 
committed to the most innovative and effective solutions to heal, strengthen, and empower 
children and families.  Thornwell aligns with child welfare agencies to prevent child abuse 
and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy communities in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  Today, the same spirit that guided our founder to create a home for orphans 
provides hope and healing for some of society’s most vulnerable.  We believe in a world where 
everyone belongs to a thriving family, and this belief guides everything we do to heal and build 
up children and families.  This mission comes to life on Thornwell’s residential and educational 
campus in Clinton, South Carolina where evidence-based programs offered by master’s level, 
licensed therapists who partner with children and families to give them the tools they need to 
build healthy relationships and strong bonds for the future.  www.thornwell.org

www.mobile-meals.org


