
Chrismon Symbolism 

Chrismons are ornaments made from Christian symbols (a contraction for “Christ monograms”) that 
were first used by Frances Spencer and the women of the Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, VA in 
1957. Greek monograms for Christ “Chi-Rho” and other crosses decorated the first Chrismon tree. Over 
the years other designs and symbols reflecting Jesus’ life, ministry, and teachings were added. Chrismon 
ornaments are traditionally made in white and gold to symbolize the purity and majesty of the Son of 
God. 

• Advent Candles and Wreath – Candles symbolize light, hope, joy and peace; the circular wreath 
symbolizes God’s unchanging love. 

• Alpha and Omega – The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 
says the Lord God, “who is and who was, and who is to come the Almighty.” Revelation 1:8 

• Butterfly – a symbol for transformation and the immortal soul. “The dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” I Corinthians 15:52 

• Camel – Popular tradition holds that the three kings rode astride camels in their search for the infant 
Jesus. 

• Celtic Cross – The circle may represent the sun or eternity. It also supports heavy stone arms of the 
original crosses. 

• Chi Rho – XP is a combination of two letters that are the first two letters in the Greek name 
“Christos”. 

• Fish – The outline of a fish is one of the oldest Christian symbols. Early Christians adopted it to 
identify themselves as “fishers of men”.  

• Cross and Crown – Symbolizes the reward of the faithful in the life after death to those who believe 
in the crucified Savior. 

• Crown – “God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords.” I Timothy 6:15 
• Dove – “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water and at that moment heaven 

was opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.” Matthew 3:16 
• Five-pointed Star – A symbol of the Epiphany, or the manifested nature of God. Jesus Christ, the 

bright morning star” who manifested himself to the Gentiles. Revelation 22:16 
• Guardian Angel – “See I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring 

you to the place I have prepared.” Exodus 23:20 
• Harp – Symbolizes all music which is sung or played to the glory of God. 
• Lamb – John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world.” John 1:29 
• Musical Note – “Praise the Lord with the lyre, make melody to him with the harp of ten strings.” 

Psalm 33:2 
• Nativity scene – “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Luke 2:11 
• Passion Cross – Cross of suffering, with the pointed ends to remind us of the thorns, nails and the 

spear of the cross of Jesus. 
• Trinity, often represented by three interlocking circles – “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 
28:19 


