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A Letter From
The Pastor

We find ourselves in a time of spiritual
testing. As renowned preacher and
abolitionist Henry Ward Beecher said,
“We are always on the anvil; by trials
God is shaping us for higher things.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Your Health Committee, along with the
Session and Diaconate have met and
are unanimous in our decision to
continue with online worship only. It is
hard to continue the practice of our
faith at a distance but, as you will read
in the letter below from the Health
Committee, the health of our
congregation and even our community
is at stake. We do this not only for your
safety, but for that of Spartanburg and
our medical workers.
We long to be together again and so we
have begun planning some outdoor
worship experiences. Next month,
Session will consider several options as
they deliberate the most faithful
course of action.
We will have one limited, special,
outdoor service for our graduating
seniors (plus two family members) on
Sunday, July 12. We hope this service
can serve as model for future services.

We are being shaped by this crisis and
precisely how we are shaped will
depend upon the level to which we
lean on our Lord.
The apostle Paul endured many trials
and was stripped of earthly freedoms
as we have been. But rather than draw
him further from God, he used the time
to lean evermore heavily upon God. He
wrote,
“… I regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of
all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ and be found in him…”

We are not in a literal prison as Paul
was, but we have been stripped of our
daily routine and the chance to come
together as the body of Christ. This life
does not promise us any freedom
except the freedom within our heart
and mind to love the Lord and our

neighbor with all our heart, mind,
strength, and soul.
May God shape and mold us all into
more loving and faithful servants of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Peace,

Dr. Thomas E. Evans

Recommendation from
the Health Committee
After reviewing the current state of
affairs and seeking spiritual guidance
about our path forward, the Health
Committee came up with several
recommendations.
We put forward our recommendations
with deep concern for the health and
well‐being of our members, visitors,
staff, and pastors. Once again, I would
like to reiterate that we would all feel
terrible if someone contracted and
died from the COVID virus as a result of
attending a church function.
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The re‐opening of our state has led to
a predictable rise in COVID cases. This
is not simply due to increased testing.
Hospitalizations are on the rise and
local hospitals are once again
concerned about capacity. Clearly, we
do not meet the DHEC/CDC guidelines
for re‐opening.
[Reviewing announcements/
discussions from other churches]
brings up several thought-provoking
points.

Not only would a partial re‐opening be
a completely different, and possibly
exclusionary, worship experience,
it might be an anxiety-provoking
experience for some.
So, we recommend:
1. Continuation of no in‐person
worship through the month of
July.

3. Small group gatherings only
when essential.
4. Protection of the pastoral staff
by not granting any requests
that the ministers feel might put
them at risk.
Yours in Christ,
Budge Bean
Health Committee Chair

2. Continued closure of church
facilities.

Having trouble viewing worship livestream services on Sunday?
Visit our website at www.fpcspartanburg.org/livestream for tips on how to troubleshoot.
If you are still unable to view worship online, please contact Craig Foster at
cfoster@fpcspartanburg.org.

Have you been receiving Weekly Updates, Tuesdays with Tom,
and other congregational emails?
If not, please contact Caroline Goodman at cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org!
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Our Children’s Ministry here at FPC has been busy, even during this time of social
distancing! We have had Zoom hangouts during the week, we have a virtual Sunday School
lesson each week on our YouTube channel, and we’ve spent time trying to love our
neighbors. Many children wrote letters to our members in assisted living facilities, and
others participated in our video on social justice issues and sharing love with our black
brothers and sisters. We even had some children participate in a video for the last
Presbytery meeting!
Even though we can’t have our traditional VBS this summer, we are doing a virtual study
“Learning How Jesus Taught Us to Pray.” Our children are learning and memorizing the
Lord’s Prayer, through art, games, music, and more!

YOUTH NEWS

We are so excited to finally be able to gather
in small groups with the Youth! Twice a week
Robert and Carrie will be getting together
with groups of eight or less for some socially
distanced fun and fellowship! Please email
Carrie at ccoleman@fpcspartanburg.org for
more information regarding registration and
meeting times.

The Young Adults have stayed in contact through Zoom meetups, and
even had a fun trivia night! Leslie is sending weekly email devotionals, and
the Young Adults now have Basecamp to communicate with one another.
In July, we are excited to begin a book discussion on Tattoos on the Heart.
If you are age 22-35ish and would like to receive Young Adult
communications, please contact Caroline Goodman at
cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.
PAGE 3

PASTORAL CONCERNS
(MARCH 13 - JUNE 23, 2020)

IN MEMORIAM
Virginia Tallulah Ouzts Cobb

Friday, March 13, 2020
Mother of Jack Cobb and Nancy Briggs
Sister of Tootsie Demo

Caroline Virginia Pulliam

Monday, March 16, 2020
Daughter of Norman and Donna Pulliam

Walter Brown Cope

Nancy Grey Cecil

Sunday, March 22, 2020
Mother of John Cecil

JoAnn Ferarre Eastes
Thursday, May 21, 2020

Henry Grace Kelley, Jr.
Saturday, June 6, 2020
Husband of Marilyn Kelley

Tuesday, March 17, 2020

I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live. John 11:25

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
Christian sympathy is extended to:
Whit Kennedy, on the death of his mother, Ailleen Kabrich Kennedy;
Steve Jeffords, on the death of his brother, Lee Joseph Jeffords, and on the death of his father,
Joseph Vernon Jeffords;
Joy Timmons, on the death of her sister, Georgia Anne Otts;
Kyle Milner, on the death of his mother, Clelon Campbell Milner;
Charlene Inclan and Jim Duncan, on the death of their mother, Lena Carrie Lawson Duncan;
Jim Sawyers, on the death of his sister, Rebecca Jane Sawyers;
Kathy Coley, on the death of her mother, Jean Sherer Coley;
Rev. Craig Foster, on the death of his father, and to Mary Foster White, on the death of her brother,
Lewis Worthington Foster, III;
Becky Reed, on the death of her sister, Linda Brown Tisdale;
Bill Carry, on the death of his mother, Marylinn Beall Carry;
Rick Rubel, on the death of his brother, David Scott Rubel;
Evelyn Randall, on the death of her son, Dale Lee Randall;
Ben Wall, on the death of his mother, Judith Atkins Wall;
Billy Webster, on the death of his mother, Langhorne Tuller Webster;
Marty Henderson, on the death of his brother, Herbert Paul Henderson, Jr.;
Dagmar Binovec, on the death of her sister, Hana Fryml;
Mark Cann, on the death of his father, Alton Cann;
Beth Beach, on the death of her brother, Julias Melvin Dickert, Jr.; and
Scottie Lummus, on the death of her brother, Michael Keith Smith.
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BIRTHS
Congratulations to:
Meredith and Chase Biber, on the birth of their daughter, Ann Louise Biber,
born Thursday, April 2, 2020;
Melanie and Harrison Cecil, on the birth of their daughter, Charlotte Elizabeth Cecil,
born Monday, April 14, 2020; and
Kasey and Sam Dover, on the birth of their son, Charles Warren Dover, born Monday, May 18, 2020.

BAPTISMS
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:
Mary Haskell Repetti Pitt, daughter of Anne and Dixon Pitt and granddaughter of
Jane and Dan Breeden, on May 20, 2020.

THANK YOU FROM THE HEALTH COMMITTEE
Forty-four members rolled up their sleeves on June 4 to donate blood at our blood
drive. We even had to turn a few members and non-members away! Safety
protocols were strictly followed, and the well-being of every volunteer was of
paramount concern. Each donor received the option of Covid antibody testing and
First Presbyterian Church Health Committee will also be the recipient of a monetary
reward. The monies raised will go toward funding a bench to go outside the Family
Life Center. Many thanks to the following donors that so generously gave of their
time to make this blood drive a success:
Rafe Andrews, Lynn Bailey, Vic Bailey, Holly Bannan, David Berry, Joe Biber,
Dawn Bingham, Marc Bingham, Katherine Burns, Betsy Burrell, Beth Cecil, Kent
Cecil, Greg Colbath, Kyle Corbin, Jenny Dunn, Joe Dunn, Allison Ellis, Tom Evans,
Craig Foster, Michael Fowler, Anne-Marie Glover, Lou Ann Harrill, Charley Kay, Cesily
King, Tom King, Leslie Lang, Cathy Martinez, Suzan Mason, Betsy Maynard, Clifford
McLellan, MC Mitchell, Don Owen, Cherie Pressley, Betty Price, Elizabeth Rabb, Joy
Shackelford, Priscilla Sheppard, Septima Smith, Meghann Swofford, Meghan
Teague, Ralph Tesseneer, Patricia Webster, Linda West, Crystal Workman.
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MISSIONS IMPACT
Over $11,000 was
raised for Hub
City Farm bags,
which will
support local
farmers as well as
families in need

With the help of a grant writer, we submitted an $870,000 grant
proposal to the Lilly Endowment to further the work of the
Faith Initiative to End Child Poverty

The committee began the 21 Day Race
Equity Challenge in June.
The congregation was invited to join.

Discussed the movie Just
Mercy: These opportunities
will continue our education
and awareness about racial
injustice in our society.

Local Missions committee has reached
out to each of local mission partners to
check in and to pray for them during
the pandemic.

The International Missions Committee
continues to stay in contact with our
mission partners throughout the world
and to pray for them during this
difficult time.

$5,510 was raised for SPIHN in April. In
lieu of hosting families at FPC, the
congregation generously covered the
cost of hotel and meal gift cards for
families in the program.

RECREATION NEWS
ZOOM BOOT CAMP
Colleen Darrall continues to hold two
boot camp classes per weekday by
Zoom. New members have joined, and
they have never been to the Family Life
Center gym before, which is exciting! If
you would like to join in on the Zoom
boot camp classes, please email
Colleen at cdarrall@fpcspartanburg.org.
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Proportional Giving

Proportional Giving simply means giving a portion of what you receive.

Balanced Giving

Just by changing the way we give by either weekly, monthly, or quarterly installments will significantly
improve how we operate.

New Ways of Giving

We will continue to honor our traditional ways of giving while giving members many new, electronic,
and mobile ways to give.

Please prayerfully consider what you can do to support your church.

KIRKIN' O' THE TARTANS
First Presbyterian Church will hold its annual Kirkin’ o’ the
Tartans Worship Service on Sunday, October 25, 2020. At
our Kirkin’ service, we remember ancient times, as well as
past and present kith and kin, while asking God’s help
and blessings in the future through special music and a
procession of bagpipes and tartans.

2020 Kirkin' o' the Tartans
Banner Sponsorship Form
Name: ____________________________

The tartan fabrics are ordered from Scotland, so we need
your order and payment by Friday, July 24, 2020. The
cost of a banner is $135.

Address: __________________________

*Some clans have multiple patterns available. If you want
a particular pattern, please indicate below. Otherwise, we
will order the most common pattern for that clan.*

Phone: (___)___-____

At the conclusion of the service, the
tartan banners will be given to the
sponsor for storage or display until
the next Kirkin’. Only the staffs and
banner stands will
remain at the church.
The tartan fabrics are ordered from
Scotland, so we need your order and
payment by Friday, July 24, 2020.
Questions? Contact Lynise Clarke at
lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org

___________________________________

Email: _____________________________
Clan Tartan: ________________________
Pattern: ____________________________
Please forward this form and
check for $135 to:
First Presbyterian Church - Kirkin' Fund
Attn: Lynise Clarke
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
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