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Summer W
Worship Schedule
Chapel Worship - 8:30 am
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) - 10:30 am
Sanctuary Worship - 10:30 am
Worship - August 7
Communion

Rev. Christi O. Brown (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

Worship - August 14
Jason Moore (MS)
Rev. Craig L. Foster (C & S)

Worship - August 21

Rev. Craig L. Foster (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

Worship - August 28

Rev. Joanne R. Hull (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

You created every part of me, knitting me in my Mother’s womb. For such handiwork, I praise you. Awesome this great wonder!
Psalm 139: 13-14
p, p, k, k, k, yo, k, yo, ssk, k, k, k, k2tog, k, p, p. Looks like some encrypted message, huh? To members of the prayer
shawl ministry it spells out an opportunity to create the beginning of a blessing. In April 2009, the late Barbara Bylund
brought the idea of this ministry to First Pres and wanted to look at the possibility of having one for our members. The
ministry was originally given birth by two women that graduated from the Women’s Leadership Institute at The Harford
Seminary in 1997 with a current outreach to communities and churches across the country. Today, our group is comprised
of 10 dedicated knitters and crocheters that meet twice a month in the Parlor. During our time together, we laugh, we
fellowship and we pray. To date we have provided 193 prayer shawls to those that may be undergoing medical procedures,
as a comfort after a loss, during bereavement or celebrating the birth of a child. The recipients no matter what the reason
are reminded by the shawl of God’s embracing love, cradled in hope, kept in joy and graced with peace.
Making prayer shawls for our group doesn’t stop with just making shawls. We were approached by our own Jane Mullins
several years ago when she shared about her sister and the need for blankets and hats in of all places the county morgue.
Upon further investigation, we learned that there was a critical need to provide these items to infants that were still born or
died at birth. We further learned that the grieving parents wanted to hold their babies for what would be the one and only
time of physical contact after the birth…a time to say hello and goodbye. Some of these precious babies are so small that
they could rest in the palm of your hand and when taken to their parents they became engulfed in the large hospital nursery
Continued on page 2...
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blankets that served as their clothing. Our prayer shawl
sisters quickly got to work to make size appropriate hats
and blankets for the different size infants. The sets were
packaged in gift boxes and a sweet note was included.
The babies were then swaddled in these garments and
presented to their parents. After the visit the set was
then gifted to the parents as a sweet reminder of their
precious child that God now holds in his keeping. Over
75 sets have been lovingly knitted and crocheted for
distribution.
Have you ever contemplated being part of a group
like this? If you can’t knit or crochet and would be
interested in learning, we would love to teach you. The
demand for our prayer shawls exceeds beyond the need
of our congregation. The hospital has asked our help
in providing these mantles for those that are in critical
health and it is difficult to say, “I’m sorry, I can’t help
you at this time.” Many hands make the task easier
and your hands would be welcomed to this wonderful
ministry. Maybe then we could say yes to the request
for those in need.
On Monday, September 19th please join our Prayer
Shawl Sisters in the Parlor at 10 a.m. for a time of
fellowship and refreshments. We would love to spend
time with you and we guarantee that you will have a
fun morning.
Blessings,

Music

Ministry
Our musical ensembles at FPC are
starting soon.
Chancel Choir
Choir:: starting in the fall, this is the
flagship musical group of FPC, the Chancel Choir
rehearses Wednesdays at 7:30 PM and sings most
Sundays at the 11:00 AM worship service.
Genesis Choir
Choir::

perfect for singers whose
schedule is difficult. The Genesis Choir meets at 8:00
AM two Sundays a month and learns music for that
day’s 8:45 AM sanctuary service.

Chamber Singers:

an auditioned group of no
more than 30, the Chamber Singers are known for
their varied repertoire and their Christmas music.
Begins in the fall.

Handbell Choir:

this group is limited to 12
ringers, but there is at least one opening this fall!
Ringing in a bell choir is a unique and fun way to be a
part of a musical ensemble. The ability to read music
is helpful but not required.

For information on these groups or any aspect
of the music program, contact Holt Andrews at
rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org.

Beth Cecil

*Pictured on front cover clockwise from the top: Dr. Gloria Close helps serve lunch at CAST camp on the week
of July, 11; church members enjoy a time of fellowship at the Lemonade on the Lawn Summer Sizzle on
June 26; middle school students listen to instructions as
they prepare to stuff bags of donations for the monthly
Neighborhood Meal Ministry.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The Things That Make for Peace

Tuesdays at noon in the Arthur Center &
Thursdays at noon in the Library
Starting August 16 & 18 ~
Led by Nan & Tom McDaniel

In this timely 5-week PCUSA Bible study, we will look
at what the Bible has to say to us about peace—what it
is, how to find it, how to practice it and extend it, and
ultimately, how to live it. Readings for each week will
be provided to all who sign up. Come even
if you haven’t signed up ahead. All are
welcome to discussion.
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Children’s Choirs
Begin Wednesday,
September 14 at
5:00pm

O sing to the Lord a new
song! Children’s music is
getting ready to begin again in
September for ages 4K through 5th grade. God has blessed
our church with fabulous musical groups for our children.
Registration opens August 1 on our website at www.
fpcspartanburg.org on the Children’s Choir page.

First Steps in Music
Birth - Age 3

For parents and children.
Classes begin mid-September.
Register online at www.
fpcspartanburg.org/FirstSteps
Class size is limited!

For more information about our Children’s
Music programs contact Marcia Andrews at
(mandrews@fpcspartanburg.org / 208-2135).

Glennon Doyle Melton, Welcome to FPC
“Who am I ? I am an artist. And an activist.
And a connector. My art and activism is
about love, healing, togetherness, upside-down
revolution and introducing people to each other
— because fear can’t survive proximity.
This moment in time is the moment for the
Love Warriors of the world to rise up together.
We must define love as that which casts out fear
of ‘other’ and then let that kind of revolutionary, healing love flow from
us to the hurting world like rain. We must love each other or die. That’s
what I know. But what does that kind of Love look like? It looks like
coming together. In real life.”
- Glennon Doyle Melton

First Presbyterian Church is excited to host Glennon Doyle Melton
on Saturday, August 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. For
tickets and more information, visit www.Momastery.com/events.
It’s sure to be a helping, healing revolution!
Glennon Doyle Melton is the NYT best-selling author of “Carry On
Warrior” and creator of the online community: Momastery.com. This
is a diverse community of women who share their truth and work hard
to understand one another – people who are very different in many
ways, but who have the common goal of understanding and loving
each other better. What they have found is that helping each other
and other women is also a way to heal their own broken hearts. They
began to see and understand that giving is as much for the giver as
it is for the receiver. When they added up all of their little offerings
of time, money, and talent, together they could make amazing things
happen -things they never could have done alone. This created a deep
sense of belonging to one another, and gave birth to the phenomenal
online giving foundation of TogetherRising: http://togetherrising.
org/about/. Together Rising offers support and assistance to people
who have no where else to turn. As we give and receive we become
connected to one other– understanding that sometimes people just need
a little bit of help during difficult seasons of life.
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This Month @ FPC
August 2016

Thursday, August 11

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:30 p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 12
Monday, August 1

12:00 p.m. Officer Prayer Lunch
6:00 p.m. Speaking Down Barriers

Wednesday, August 3
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

9:00 a.m. Youth Carowinds Trip
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:30 p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 5

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

9:00 a.m. Glennon Melton Meet and Greet
10:00 a.m. Glennon Melton - Summer of Love
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Genesis Choir
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
Worship (Sanctuary)
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)

Monday, August 15

Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
Worship (Sanctuary)
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Summer Sizzle: Covered Dish Lunch
Middler Mayhem Olympics

Monday, August 8

12:00 p.m. Youth: Pizza and a Parable

Tuesday, August 9

7:00 a.m. Officer Prayer Breakfast
3:00 p.m. Congregational Nursing Network
6:00 p.m. Second Tues. Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Wednesday, August 10
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

* Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut.

Tuesday, August 16

12:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study: Peace

Wednesday, August 17
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 18

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study: Peace
12:30 p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

First Presbyterian has partnered with
All About Care, Heritage Healthcare,
Spartanburg Regional, and Eden Terrace to deliver a powerful seven-week series called ‘Project Exodus 20:12’. This
series begins weekly on September 8th in the Arthur Center at 5:30 pm. It is designed to help adult children of aging
individuals to navigate their next steps along new journeys,
from healthcare to financial decisions. A truly educational
experience, this series promises to bring planning directly to
you. Space is limited, please register through Beth Cecil at
bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org or 208-2136.
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12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 25

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study: Peace
12:30 p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 26

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
8:00
8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30
11:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Genesis Choir
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
Worship (Sanctuary)
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Summer Sizzle: Food Truck Festival

Tuesday, August 30

12:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study: Peace

Wednesday, August 31

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
Worship (Sanctuary)
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
SPIHN begins (8/21 - 8/28)

A Seven Week Series
for Life Planning

Wednesday, August 24

12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Friday, August 19

Sunday, August 21

Tuesday, August 23

Sunday, August 28

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl

Sunday, August 7
8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30
11:30
5:30

Saturday, August 13

8:00
8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30

5:30 p.m. Diaconate

12:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study: Peace
5:30 p.m. Session
6:00 p.m. Fourth Tues. Neighborhood Meal Ministry

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 14

Thursday, August 4

Monday, August 22

Sunday Mornings at 9:30
To find our full listing of classes
pick up a brochure in the church
office or visit our website at
fpcspartanburg.org/grow/adults.

After 10:30 Worship
August 7: Covered Dish Lunch

(Social Hall) Come eat lunch with your church
family by bringing a covered dish to share.

August 28: Food Truck Festival

(FLC Lawn) Bring your lawn chairs and blankets
as we enjoy fun, food and fellowship. Food will
be available for purchase from food trucks in the
parking lot of the FLC. There
will be a bouncy house and
games for kids and adults.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Fitness Center
The Family Life Center Hours
Monday-Thursday 6am-9pm,
Friday 6am-5pm
Saturday 8am-12pm, Sunday 2pm-6pm

MORNING YOGA (All levels)
MO
C
Check website calendar
dar

XXtreme Boot Camp
In the Gym on Mondays,Wednesdays
sdays &
Fridays at 7:15 am & 9:30 am
m

Gentle Yoga Class
Tuesdays at 11:00am ~ Activity Room

COMMUNITY OPEN GYM BASKETBALL
Monday & Friday at 1-3:00pm

xtreme boot camp
meets in
the gym

mon
m
o | wed
we | fri
715am & 930am

Welcome
Class
Open to all interested in joining
FPC or new members that want
to learn more about FPC
Sunday Mornings
September 11-October 2
Room 2200 ~ 9:45-10:45am

 A five-week course offered two times a
year: autumn and late winter.
 If you are interested in attending,
mark your calendar and contact Joanie
Shackleton to sign up!
(208-2132/jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org)

REGULAR WORSHIP
SCHEDULE RESUMES
Sunday, September 11

MorningSong Worship at 8:45am in Fogartie Hall
Early Worship Service at 8:45am in the Sanctuary
Worship Service at 11:00am in the Sanctuary

RALLY DAY

Sunday, September 11
For Children and their parents
From 9:45 to 10:45 we will
promote all children (3K to
5th grade) to new classrooms.
Meet in the Social Hall to see
our VBS puppets make a cameo
appearance. Children will be dismissed with their new
teachers to classrooms in the Clark Building.

RESUMES
Wednesday, September 14
Program information and menu to come. Check the calendar
on our website and September’s First News for more details.
Interested in volunteering? At WAF, we need extra hands for check-in, food
prep, and the dish room. Contact Rob Hammett (rob@cwsinsurance.com) or
Andy Lancaster (alancaster@advanceamerica.net) to volunteer.

VACCINATION & SKIN SCREENING
Wednesday, September 21

This clinic will be held during Wednesdays
at First. Preregister by contacting Beth Cecil
208-2130 or bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org with
insurance information.

NS
TIO
INA N
C
VAC & SKI ING
N
REE
SC
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Back from Sabbatical
As of July 5, I am back from my two-month sabbatical and over the past few weeks, and have jumped back in to things
here with both feet. I am profoundly thankful to the Session for allowing the pastors to take this extended time for renewal and study, and also to the numerous staff members and church members who kept things running smoothly in
my absence.
My time on sabbatical was spent in a number of ways. I surveyed about 50 churches around the country, of a variety of
sizes and denominations, to learn how they use technology to enhance worship, education, mass communication, and
group collaboration. I exchanged many phone calls and emails with a good number of those churches and ultimately
chose seven to visit in person. When I was not touring a church campus, attending their worship services, or meeting
with their staff, I was at home, experimenting with new hardware and software, and reading. I learned a lot about technology from them, but even more about how people interact with technology, and the thoughtfulness and theological
intentionality that are present among the churches that use technology best.
I also got to spend a lot of time in Scripture, reading through Mark, Luke,
Acts, Isaiah, and most of the Old Testament wisdom books, and spending a
lot of time alone in nature, reading the Bible and praying. I also got to spend
a good bit of time on the life-giving biblical concept of Sabbath and the commandment to observe it: studying it, reflecting upon it, experimenting with it,
and experiencing it.
Thank you again for allowing me to have that
time. I look forward to sharing more of what I
have learned and explored in the months ahead. I
am thrilled to be back here in daily ministry with
you, and I am getting things ready for what I hope
will be an enriching fall for us all.
Peace,
Craig

Missions

C h r i s t m a s i n A c t i o n Fa l l
Re B u i l d w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n
the Inman area on
S a t u r d ay, O c t o b e r 1 , 2 0 1 6 .
I f yo u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n
leading a team from First
P r e s b y t e r i a n o r s i m p ly
vo l u n t e e r i n g, p l e a s e
c o n t a c t L i z E va n s a t
l eva n s @ c i a s p a r t a n b u r g. o r g o r 8 6 4 - 5 7 6 - 7 1 0 1 .

SPIHN Needs Your Help
August 21-28

Volunteers are needed to prepare meals,
visit with our guests, and stay with them
overnight at the church.
To help, contact Alan Workman
(864-384-3749/ aworkman@gracemg.com).
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Winter Mission Trips
Dominican Republic
Medical/Construction
Mission Trip
February 4 - 11, 2017 &
February 12-18, 2017
For more information, contact
Shannon Stewart
(sstewart@fpcspartanburg.org)

Haiti
Construction/Medical/Teaching
Mission Trip
January 21-28, 2017
For more information, contact
Shannon Stewart
(sstewart@fpcspartanburg.org)

Pastoral Concerns
P
Prepared July 14, 2016
P

IN MEMORIAM
SARA ELEANOR SPIRES
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
JOHN PATRICK “PAT” CECIL
Wednesday, June 22, 2016
Husband of Nancy Cecil and father of John Cecil
MICHAEL W. “MICKEY” THOMPSON
Thursday, June 30, 2016
Husband of Anna Ballard
FRANCES WIMBERLY BESSENT CHARLES
Wednesday, July 6, 2016
Wife of Jesse Charles
ESTHER RINIKER SCHMID
Thursday, July 14, 2016
Wife of Franz Schmid
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live.
John 11:25
Christian sympathy is extended to
Mr. Stan Baker on the death of his brother; Charles
Kenneth Baker;
Mr. Terry Batchler-Smith on the death of his father;
Morris C. Smith;
Joining FPC:
Jeanne Rist joined First Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, July 10.
Pastoral Care On-Call System:
If you have a pastoral emergency
after 5:00 p.m. during the week or
anytime over the weekend, please
call 208-2142. . For youth, contact
Jason Moore (804-9244).

Neighborhood
Meal Ministry

4th Tuesday Soup Kitchen

Next meal on August 23

Meal Donations: chicken, rice, macaroni and cheese,
green beans or peas, bread, fresh fruit, and desserts.
Donations: individually wrapped food items, toilet
tissue, hygiene products, and blue jeans, shirts, and shoes
for men, women and children.
To help us better serve our guests, the Soup Kitchen
needs used/new crock pots, paper plates, and napkins.
Thank you to Steve and Caroline Richards and the
Cedar Spring Family Dentistry for providing our July
meal. Also, thank you to our middle school students for
donating bags filled with supplies for our friends in need.

Questions? Contact Will DeLaney, Beth
DeLaney or Tina Hamilton (908-8753)
4thtuesdaysoupkitchen@gmail.com

Youth

August Events
Carowinds

August 4 (9:00-6:00)

Need we say more? All youth are invited for a
day of fun. Purchase your ticket online ahead of
time at carowinds.com to get your ticket for $42.99
vs. $62.99 at the gate! Be sure to bring money for
lunch and drinks!

Middler Mayhem Olympic
Extravaganza

August 7 (5:30-7:00)

Olympic challenge and spoof games in the gym
and dinner in the Middler room. (Synchronized
swimming in the gym? Could be.) Sure to be fun
and funny!

Pizza and a Parable

August 8 (12:00 – 2:00)

All youth meet in the FLC lobby to walk to a local
restaurant for lunch (bring money) while we dig
deeper into God’s word.

Fall Real Life Kickoff

August 21 (time TBD)

Mark your calendars! We will be kicking off our
Fall program with a Special Real Life that you
won’t want to miss!
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New Wineskins
FPC WOMEN’S RETREAT

And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If [s]he does, the wine will burst
the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, [s]he pours
new wine into new wineskins.
- Mark 2:21-22

The month of January is a time for looking backward and forward. Join
new and old friends as the Rev. Katherine Smith leads us in a time of
learning, creativity, rejuvenation, and rest. We’ll explore Jesus’ admonition to make space for new wineskins in our personal lives, our work, and
our church. Whether you’re an artist or an executive, a mom with young
children or a retiree, this retreat will have something for everyone to enjoy.

REV. KATHERINE SMITH

The Rev. Katherine H. Smith currently serves as Assistant Dean for Admissions,
Vocation, and Stewardship at Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, TN. She
is married to Bart Smith, and they have two daughters, Ellie and Evelyn.

JANUARY 26-28, 2017 - THE COVE - ASHEVILLE, N.C.
First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
Address Service Requested

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Permit No. 15
Spartanburg, SC 29306

