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August
Worship
Schedule
Chapel Worship
8:30 am

Morning Song

(Fogartie Hall) 10:30 am

Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am

Sermon Series for August:
(Not So) Heroes of the
Old Testament

Ecclesia Reformata,
Semper Reformanda
Secundum Verbi Dei
This Latin phrase refers to the “Church reformed and always reforming
according to the Word of God” and has been a rallying cry of Protestantism,
and particularly our Reformed branch of Protestantism, since the days of the
Reformation itself.

August 6
Communion

Rev. Jason C. Moore (C & MS)
Rev. Joanne R. Hull (S)

August 13

October 31, 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of that fateful day when
an Augustinian monk named Martin Luther nailed 95 grievances against the
church of his day to the door of his local church in Wittenberg, Germany.
That event at just the right moment in history, sparked the fire of reformation
that would engulf the entirety of Europe and the colonies as well, giving birth
to the shape of the church we know today.

Mr. Holt Andrews (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

This fall, much of our programming will celebrate and build upon the work
of those religious reformers 500 years ago. Through WAF programs, Sunday
evening and weekday study groups, BBC, sermon series, and musical events,
our church will join with others in our community as we not only remember
what gave birth to our various branches of the Church. We will also consider
whether God might indeed once again be calling the church into a new time of
reformation to meet the challenges of the 21st century and beyond, applying

August 27

First Presbyterian Church

Continued on page 2...

August 20

Rev. L. Craig Foster (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

Rev. Joanne R. Hull (MS )
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

*Pictured Above:
Middle School Mission Camp and
Montreat Youth Conference
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and communicating God’s Word, perhaps in
new ways, as we engage an ever-changing world.
One of the hallmarks of the Protestant
Reformation was indeed making the Bible
and the study of the Bible accessible to each
and every follower of Christ. Let us not
take their hard work for granted today! Fall
programming for all ages begins on September
10 with Rally Day, and Wednesdays at First
begins the following Wednesday, September
13. Let this be a time when you recommit
yourselves to the study of God’s Word both
individually and with others. If you have not
yet found a Sunday School class or a weekday
study group, please reach out to me. I would be
glad to help you to find a place where you can
grow and help others to grow as well. And if
you have not come regularly to our Wednesday
evening programming, let this fall be a chance
to give it try. I think you will find the food,
the fellowship, and the learning to be deeply
enriching and enjoyable!
And watch in the September and October editions
of First News for more information about how
we will celebrate 500 years of reformation in
the church. While you are at it, free up some
time in late April as well, as we have another
important event to commemorate: 175 years of
our congregation’s ministry in Spartanburg!
		Peace,
		Craig

Tuesday/Thursday
Study Group
Resumes August 15 & 17

Tuesdays at noon in the Arthur Center &
Thursdays at noon in the Library
Led by Tom and Nan McDaniel
In commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the start of the
Reformation, we will examine the Creeds and Confessions of
the Presbyterian Church using our denominational Book of Confessions, downloadable as a PDF file if you don’t already have a
paperback copy, or check with the church for a “loaner.”
We will begin on August 15 and 17 with the Nicene Creed, Apostles Creed, and Scots Confession. We will end on September 19
and 21 with the Confession of Belhar and “A Brief Statement of
Faith.”
Also recommended but not necessary: The October Bill’s Books
selection, Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet by Lyndal Roper.

Interested in joining the

Flower Guild?

Contact LeAnne Thurmond Holcombe

(864) 621-0213

Two MorningSong Services

Starting in September ~ 8:45 & 11am
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MorningSong has been a great success in the eight years that it has existed, and
starting September 10, you may choose between two MorningSong worship
times each Sunday. We will continue to livestream only the 8:45am service.
Invite your friends, and let’s fill up both services each Sunday! Also note that
with two services we will have many more volunteer opportunities to set the
communion table each week, put out donut holes, greet people, run sound,
projections or broadcast, collect offering, turn over the room, etc. So if you
attend the MorningSong service, find your way to help out!

Thank You VBS Volunteers
It is time, once again, to face my job’s most impossible task. I need to write a note of
thanks and appreciation to the people who produced our 2017 Vacation Bible School.
Here I sit, staring at this long list of names. Our planning team knows each one and
the sacrificial gift of time and energy each offered. What makes this task impossible is
that this extensive list of names is incomplete. Yes, here are the names of those who
cared for children all morning, who kept them safe, prayed with and for them, sang
songs and did silly dances. How do you offer appreciation for that?
There were people who transformed our family life center into Hero Central. They
collected boxes, scoured catalogues, cut, painted and taped until our lobby looked like
a colorful version of Gotham City. Then they came, took it down and gave this gift to
other churches for their VBS programs. Is a sweet “thanks” enough for that?
Then there are the people who brought God-given talents to share with us. They learned
music, sang and danced, animated puppets, and wrote scripts each day. Some ran sound
boards, dropped in sound effects, worked projection from computers and laughed
through it all. How do we tell them how much their time and talent means to us?
There are people who taught classes all morning. They sang, did experiments, made
works of art, ran relays and told Bible stories with energy and enthusiasm. Those
people shopped, prepared, set up and cleaned up each day. They listened when
children spoke and helped them feel the love of God in this place. Astounding!
But even with these gifts and talents, our program could not have happened without those
who furnished and served snacks, cleaned rooms, moved furniture, cut out trees, counted
money, spoke boldly to congregations, made signs and nametags, served as runners and
those who shared information about Haiti. Then there were the people who gave to our
mission project allowing our children to raise $3,285.14 for CODEP in Haiti.
Emily Neely and Mary Ann Cleland orchestrated a wonderful event, and we are all
richer for their efforts. There are no words to adequately express our appreciation. So
with our children, let us sing praises to the Lord we serve and dance with joy in the
Spirit who sustains us. We are the grateful people of God.
Beth Burris
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This Month @ FPC
August 2017

Thursday, August 10

Tuesday, August 22

12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
6:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Friday, August 12

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, August 1
Wednesday, August 2
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 4

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 6

Genesis Choir
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Sanctuary)
Summer Sizzle: Dog Days of Summer

Monday, August 7

12:00 p.m. Officer Prayer Lunch

Tuesday, August 8

6:00 p.m. 2nd Tuesday Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Wednesday, August 9
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 25

7:00 a.m. Officer Prayer Breakfast
12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
5:30 p.m. 3rd Tuesday Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Wednesday, August 16
9:00 a.m. Arcadia VBS
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 17

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

8:00
8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl

Children’s Choirs

Begin September 13 at 5:00pm
Children’s music will begin again in
September for ages 4K through 5th
grade. Registration opens August 1 on our website at
www.fpcspartanburg.org on the Children’s Choir page.

First Steps in Music
Birth - Age 3

For parents and children. Classes begin
in mid-September. Register online
August 1 at www.fpcspartanburg.org/FirstSteps.
Class size is limited!

Questions? Contact Marcia Andrews at:
mandrews@fpcspartanburg.org

8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30
11:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Sanctuary)
Summer Sizzle Food Trucks

Tuesday, August 29

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting

Genesis Choir
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Sanctuary)

Monday, August 21

Sunday, August 27

5:30 p.m. Diaconate

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 20

Youth Fall Retreat (8/25-8/27)
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Monday, August 28

Friday, August 18

Music
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Thursday, August 24

Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Summer Choir
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Sanctuary)

Tuesday, August 15

Thursday, August 3

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 13

9:00 a.m. CAST Camp

8:00
8:30
9:30
9:45
10:30
10:30
11:30

Wednesday, August 23

Wednesday, August 30
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 31

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

* Alcoholics Anonymous: Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut

Fitness Center
Monday-Thursday 6am-9pm, Friday 6am-5pm,
Saturday 8am-12pm, Sunday 2pm-6pm

Xtreme Boot Camp

M,W & F - 7:15 & 9:15 am - Track
Tues & Thurs - 12:15 pm - Track

Member Pick Up BASKETBALL
Wed - 7:30-9 pm

COMMUNITY OPEN GYM BASKETBALL
Monday & Friday at 1-3:00 pm

Yoga Class
Mon & Wed - 8:15 am - Activity Room
Tues - 11 am - Activity Room

Fitness Center Ages
Members must be 16 years old to use ANY cardio or weight
equipment, this includes surrounding track equipment.
Members ages 13-15 may use the walking track ONLY for
walking and running when supervised by an adult member.

Pastoral Concerns

Prepared July 24, 2017

In Memoriam
Betty Gowan Burris
Thursday, June 22, 2017
William “Bill” Poole Smith
Wednesday, June 28, 2017
Fred “Mickey” Goode
Tuesday, July 11, 2017
Husband of Cheryl Goode
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me,
even though they die, will live.
John 11:25
Christian sympathy is extended to
Tony and Jackie Putnam on the death of their
daughter; Teisha Ann Putnam;
Jane Breeden on the death of her father; William W.
“Hootie” Johnson;
Dallas Moore on the death of her father; David
Samuel “Reb” Moore.
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to
Henry Reed Swofford, son of Meghann and David
Swofford on Sunday, June 18;
Stirling Leland Caudle, son of Ann and Lawrence
Caudle on Sunday, June 18;
Mary Wilson Ringo, daughter of Laura and Will
Ringo on Sunday, June 18;
Grayson Anthony Pinilla, son of Tara and Joe
Pinilla on Sunday, July 23.
Congratulations to:
Leigh Anne and Ryan Langley on the birth of their
daughter, Chamberlain Bell Langley, born on Friday,
June 2.
Pastoral Care On-Call System: If you have a
pastoral emergency after 5:00 p.m. during the week
or anytime over the weekend, please call 208-2142.
The message will be sent to the pastoral care team
member who is on-call and your call will be returned
as soon as possible. For pastoral needs for our youth,
contact Jason Moore (804-9244).

Welcome Our New Members

Lawrence, Ann & Stirling
Caudle

Leanne Crosby

MARK your
CALENDAR
Regular Worship
Schedule Resumes
Sunday, September 10
Early Worship Service: 8:45am in the Chapel
MorningSong Worship: 8:45am & 11:00 am in 		
			
Fogartie Hall
Worship Service: 11:00am in the Sanctuary

Rally Day

Sunday, September 10
For Children and their parents
From 9:45 to 10:30 children and their parents
(3K-Grade 5) will spend the morning meeting our
new teaching teams, getting excited about the year
and learning about the prophet Samuel. Watch
your mail and email for specific instructions for
your age/grade.

				 Resumes
Wednesday, September 13
WAF kicks-off on September 13 with a delicious
meal and the dedication of the Steinway piano.
More program information and menu to come.
Check the calendar on our website and September’s
First News for more details.
Interested in volunteering? At WAF, we need extra hands for
check-in, food prep, and the dish room. Contact John Faris
(johnfaris3@gmail.com) or Andy Lancaster (alancaster@
advanceamerica.net) to volunteer.
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MONTHLY MISSION

CLEAN
OF
HEART
SPOTLIGHT
OPPORTUNITY CENTER

CAST

CAST (Care, Accept, Share, Teach) is a ministry organized in 2014
to assist children living permanently in motel rooms in Spartanburg
County. The ministry offers enrichment camps for three weeks each
summer offering chances for children to get out of their rooms and
parking lots.
With support from hundreds of First Presbyterian volunteers more
than sixty children have been served. Each child also receives
new sneakers, socks, book bag and school supplies each fall. Each
Christmas families gather for a holiday meal where they can eat at
tables rather than sitting around beds and each child gets new winter shoes.
Additionally, seven families have been aided in “getting” out of the
motels! With help from folks everywhere all of their furniture and
household items are donated. Most times families watch in amazement as many of you arrive with dishes, linens, beds, lamps, tables,
and more.
They have never witnessed Christ’s hands in action in such a real
way.
Thank you for showing love for the least of these.
With love,
Gloria Close
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coming to spartanburg

LEARN MORE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
9:30-10:30 A.M. // ROOM 2207
The lack of available resources at one
central location for the homeless or nearly
homeless community is a significant issue.
One of the most successful first efforts
is through provision of essential human
needs such as food, clothing, showers and
laundry, hygienic products, medical care
and mental health intervention. These
services are vital, but are not a solution to
homelessness.
The Clean of Heart Opportunity Center
is coming to Spartanburg and aims to be
a solution. It is a multi-resource center
that will serve clients who are homeless or
nearly homeless and provide services and
referral of services to assist in recovery
and transition. The vision for this center
is to link those in need with community
resources at one location.
Clean of Heart’s goal is to empower homeless men, women and children to build a
positive future by providing the resources
and assistance critical to growth and stability. The centers services will include comprehensive case management, health, and
dental care, job development and training,
job placement, permanent housing assistance, transition and other support from
a variety of social service agencies under
one roof. The Clean of Heart Opportunity
Center will provide the tools, resources
and assistance to achieve this goal.
For further information come on Sunday,
August 27 to room 2207 at 9:30a.m. or
contact Karl Rogozenski at 864-331-2626
or email krogozenski@catholic-doc.org.

Thank

Camp Arcadia
You! Volunteers

This year Camp Arcadia felt very different as we tried to adjust to the growing
number of children attending. Our volunteers were as loving and kind as ever but
this year also proved their flexibility and trust in what God is working through
them to do at Arcadia Elementary. For this, we are so very, very grateful, especially during the poorly timed repair to the fire suppression system and subsequent
unplanned fire alarm. This year we had the wonderful addition of a few volunteers from Covenant Presbyterian and Westminister Presbyterian Churches making it a community ministry.
Once again our rising 5th grade mission group took on a couple projects resulting
in painted birdhouses and flower pots being donated to Christmas in Action families and a beautiful 3 canvas painting for the Children’s Advocacy Center.
Volunteers, please accept our biggest thank you for your devotion to this mission
and to serving others.
Anyone interested in helping coordinate aspects of Camp Arcadia next year,
please contact Penny Wright (pwright@fpcspartanburg.org or 921-8809)

It’s almost time for our
Fall start-up of WAF
(first date is September
13!). I am excited about
seeing all of you back
again for a good meal
and fellowship with our
church family!
I am especially thankful for our crew of volunteers for the WAF
Program. We have greeters, food prep and cooking, dishwashers,
and those who help our youngest members at the Children’s Table
and Dessert Table. Thank you all for your part this past Spring. I
hope you know what a blessing you have been – sometimes it is the
smallest task or gesture that makes someone feel welcome and “at
home” at First Pres.
If you are interested in serving again, or for the first time, please
contact Jane Mullins (jmullins@fpcspartanburg.org), John
Faris (johnfaris3@gmail.com) or Andy Lancaster (alancaster@
advanceamerica.net). We love our volunteers.

For more information visit go to our website
at www. fpcspartanburg.org/events/back-toschool-event or contact Cookie Fleming at
coquitta01@charter.net.
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August 6
Dog Days of Summer
Enjoy live “dog” music as you munch on
a variety of hot dogs with all the
trimmings in the Social Hall.

August 27
End of Summer Sizzle
• Food Trucks
• Family Games and Inflatables
• Kick-off our Capital Campaign
“The Time Has Come”

Bring a chair, choose your favorite food
truck fare and learn more about our
new building campaign.

After 10:30 Worship
First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
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