First News
August 2018

My ministry journey started when I felt the calling
to be in youth ministry at the age of fourteen. My
parents, who weren’t fully supportive at the time,
tried their best to encourage me in other directions.
My heart was set. At the age of nineteen, I started
my youth ministry career at a small church in Turin,
GA. The church has a total of twenty-three people
in average attendance and a youth group of two.
Fourteen years, marriage, three kids, and a stop in
the chicken business, God has brought my family
and I to First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg.
For the past four years, I have been working for the
Cathy family, more formerly (and probably your
favorite chicken place) Chick-fil-A. I have had the
opportunity to work for and meet some amazing people in that business and in
the business world, but my heart has always been in youth ministry. On behalf
of my wife Jessica and my kids Carson, Cooper, and Presley; we are so excited
to be part of such a vibrant and growing church. I, on behalf of them and myself, want to thank EACH of you who have been such a welcoming presence to
us and helped our transition from chicken to Jesus run so easy and smooth.
The youth ministry of First Presbyterian has been busy since June 4, my first
official day in the office. Since then, we have taken fourteen senior high students
to Aiken, SC where we served at Salkehatchie Sand River for a week. We have
gone to United Ministries in Greenville to help sort food for their food pantry.
Most recently, we had our Family Night Worship for our new Sunday Night
Fellowships. With over eighty-five in attendance, we had time to eat, worship,
see the progress from Salkehatchie in a video, learn, and let the parents meet
with me for a more intimate time of planning and development.
The youth ministry, as some preachers and teachers have said in the past, is the church of tomorrow. I want to disagree with that statement. Our

Worship
Schedule
August
Chapel
8:30 am

Morning Song

(Sanctuary)
8:30 am until further notice

Sanctuary
10:30 am

August 5
Communion

Rev. L. Craig Foster (MS)
Rev. Christi O. Brown (C & S)

August 12

Dr. Thomas E. Evans
(8:30 & 10:30am services in Gym)

August 19

Rev. Christi O. Brown (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

August 26

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson (MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

Continued on page 2...

*Pictures from left to right: Mark Ashby
and his family, a youth painting a home
at Salkehatchie in Aiken, SC, youth
helping sort food at the United Ministries
of Greenville Food Pantry.
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youth ministry is the church of today, much like the children’s
and adult ministries. We are a branch of First Presbyterian and
as much as the church is thriving, we too, want our branch to
thrive.

Monthly Offering
Envelopes
Please contact Lynise Clarke (lclarke@
fpcspartanburg.org/864-208-2130) in the
financial office if:
•You would like to receive monthly
offering envelopes.
•You currently receive monthly offering
envelopes but do not wish to receive
them.

Our goal for the youth ministry is to love Jesus so that we may
love others to Jesus. We want to foster a family atmosphere that
will inhibit students to be who our Creator created them to be!
The horizon for us is huge and it will only get bigger as we build
and connect bridges back to the foundation of this church. It
is my prayer and hope that you will be a part of that through
prayer or even signing up to contribute in the program!
If you ever want to know any secrets of Chick-fil-A, about my
journey through youth ministry, or about the youth ministry of
this church, I hope you will find me, meet with me, or have a
meal with me. I am so excited to be back in a youth ministry
position and so blessed to be able to help shepherd these youth
to a more real and authentic relationship with Christ.

			 Mark Ashby

In 2017, the endowed funds that comprise The 1843 Fund
distributed over $290,000 to a wide array of causes. These
gifts enable First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg
to make an impact in our local community, as well as
internationally. In the months to come we will be sharing
stories on how The 1843 Fund improves so many lives.

Outreach

Helping local families in need. Presbyterian causes.

Ministries

28%

35%

Ministerial scholarships, women, youth, special needs, music in worship.

General

18%

FPC needs outside of operating expenses.

Missions
Capital

10%

Local and foreign missions.

10%

Facilities improvements and preservation.
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For more information contact Craig Long
the1843fund@fpcspartanburg.org // 864-415-5491

Thank You VBS Volunteers
Every year about this time, your Vacation Bible School leaders and your DCM are basking in
contented memory and they watch the VBS week receding down the pages of their calendars.
What a wonderful week we had! This year it was the sanctuary which saw most of the
singing and dancing. What fun to try our licks in a new space. Kellie Foster and Katherine
Halligan were our fearless and diligent leaders. Holly Bannan and the puppets (who were
those puppet masters?) were in command of the chancel-turned-stage. We had a rolling
river flowing complete with campsites and camp “fires.” We could almost smell the hickory
smoke. The new sound system was spectacular and the improved lighting kept everyone
at their theatrical best. Each day was a new adventure of learning, fun and service. Our campus
buzzed with no less than 267 of us. Of course, it takes a veritable army to plan and execute such
an event, and we send our heart-felt thanks to every one of the folks listed below. Even with all of
these names, there were others who performed vital services. To those babysitters, supply gatherers,
decor donators, volunteer drivers and the like, we are deeply appreciative of your contribution. We
saw the fruits of much labor and we praise God. A special thank you goes to our older children and
their leaders. They accomplished so many mission projects. They ran Mobile Meals routes, they
cooked and served a meal for the Neighborhood Meal ministry, they painted and installed two free
library boxes in Spartanburg. (Check out the one they installed by the Arthur Center.) VBS was a
time of shared love, shared fun and shared labor. We are thankful to God for all.
Thank you, especially to these saints: Alexa Pack, Amy Usry, Andrea Elliott, Ann Jones, Betsy
Cann, Betsy Kneisley, Brady Cutler, Brenda Story, Callie Hammett, Caroline Richards, Carolyn Crenshaw, Carolyn
Crittenden, Carson Kneisley, Cecilia Hanna, Cheryl Green, Christi Brown, Colleen Darrall, Craig Foster, Dallas
Moore, De Calvert, Deborah Lemke, Deborah MacPhail, Eleanor Cox, Elizabeth Rabb, Ella Webster, Ellerbe
Halligan, Emily Neely, Emily Pack, Grace Foster, Grace Kleman, Hadley Inabinet, Heather Dickerson, Heather
Mullman, Holly Bannan, Hudson Neely, Ian Wright, Jan McDowell, Jasmine Atkins, Jennifer Hoy, Jennifer Parker,
Joanne Hull, Julie Martin, Katherine Burns, Kathy Bowen, Katie Popkin, Katie Resumovic, Katie Reynolds, Kay
McClure, Kelly Bozard, Kristen Raynor, Laura Ringo, Laura Summers, Lee Jenkins, Leigh Anne Langley, Linda
Kiehl, Lynn Edwards, Lynze Roos, Marcia Andrews, Marcia Calvert, Martha Bean, Mary Ann Cleland, Mary
Berry, Mary Elizabeth Evans, Mary Grace Close, MC Mitchell, Meghann Swofford, Melissa Pickens, Meredith
Walsh, Nahla Filopos, Norwood Strasburger, Patricia Webster, Priscilla Sheppard, Rhett DeMark, Roohkie
Sullivan, Ryan Reynolds, Sally Owen, Sally Shuford, Sam Foster, Samantha Adair, Sara Hammond, Sarah Gordon
Walsh, Sarah Holmes, Sarah Kneisley, Savannah Grant, Scottie Lummus, Septima Smith, Shannon Stewart,
Sharon Hill, Susie Wright,
Taylor Ball, Timothy Sullivan,
Verna Orders, Virginia Wood,
Wendy Evans, and Zan King.

Fans for Mobile Meals Recipients

Many of our Mobile Meals recipients do not have the luxury of air conditioning in their homes.
To assist them, we have established the MOBILE MEALS FAN CLUB. We are asking our FPC
members to take box fans, oscillating fans, or any fans, and drop them off at Vivian’s desk in the
volunteer office at Mobile Meals (419 E Main St, Spartanburg). These fans will be distributed to
those in need by the volunteer drivers. Fans are relatively inexpensive, but bring priceless relief to
those without AC in their homes in the hot Southern summer.
Questions? Contact Jimmy Trout by phone at 574-1401 or by
email at jimmytrout@bellsouth.net.
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This Month @ FPC
August
2018

Wednesday, August 8

9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
12:00 p.m. Youth Lunch and Devotion
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 9

9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 10

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Wednesday, August 1
SPIHN (July 29 - August 4)
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 12
8:30
9:30
10:30
5:00

Thursday, August 2

12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

7:00 a.m. Officer Prayer Breakfast
10:00 a.m. Youth Bowling
6:00 p.m. Neighborhood Meal Ministry

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 5
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

MorningSong (Sanctuary)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Youth Scavenger Hunt

Monday, August 6

*No power in Main/Clark Bldg (August 6-17)
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
12:00 p.m. Officer Prayer Lunch

Tuesday, August 7
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp

Worship (Gym)
Summer Sizzle: Blackout Breakfast
Worship (Gym)
Youth Night: Off-site

Tuesday, August 14

Friday, August 3

8:30
8:30
9:30
10:30
5:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

Wednesday, August 15
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 16

12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 17

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 19
8:30
8:30
9:30
10:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

MorningSong (Sanctuary)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)

Monday, August 20

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry

Tuesday, August 21

5:30 p.m. Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Wednesday, August 22
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 23
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 24

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, August 26
8:30
8:30
9:30
10:30
12:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

MorningSong (Sanctuary)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Summer Sizzle: Back to School

Tuesday, August 28

5:15 p.m. Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Wednesday, August 29
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 30
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, August 31

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

* Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut.

* Planned Power Outage: August 6 - 17 *
There will need to be another planned power outage, this time affecting the entire side of the street that includes the
Main and Clark Buildings, on August 6-17. This is to allow the replacement of some aging electrical panels that
power that entire side of the street. All activities in the Main Building, Clark Building, Chapel, and Columbarium
will be relocated or rescheduled during that time. Worship on Sunday, August 12 will be in the Gym, with no Sunday School or Nursery that Sunday. Please watch for more information in future emails as plans are finalized.

Sunday
School
Sunday Mornings at 9:30
Adult Classes

Mon-Thurs 6am-9pm, Fri 6am-5pm
Saturday 8am-12pm, Sunday 2-6pm

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL: Room 2201

M,W & F - 7:15 & 9:15 am - Track
Tues & Thurs - 12:15 pm - Track

OPEN CLASS Room 2213
PURNELL CLASS Purnell Room
FAITH DRIVEN Room C210 *Meets periodically
Lessons from the Old Testament
By Amy-Jill Levin, professor at Vanderbilt Divinity School

Children and Youth
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Fitness Center

Nursery (Birth-3K)
& Preschool (3K-5K)
1st Floor Clark Bldg.

Elementary
(1st-4th Grade)
2nd Floor Clark Building

Xtreme Boot Camp

Member Pick Up BASKETBALL
Wed - 7:30-9 pm

COMMUNITY OPEN GYM BASKETBALL
Youth
(5th-12th Grade)
2nd Floor of FLC

Monday & Friday at 1-3:00 pm

Yoga Class

Mon & Wed 8:15 am; Tues 11 am - Activity Rm

Children’s
Music

Children’s Choirs

Begin September 12 at 5:00pm
Children’s music will begin again in September for ages 4K through 5th grade.
Registration opens August 1 on our
website www.fpcspartanburg.org/grow/children/choir
on the Children’s Choir page.

First Steps in Music
Birth - Age 3

For parents and children. Classes begin
in mid-September. Register online
on August 1 at www.fpcspartanburg.org/FirstSteps.
Class size is limited!

Questions? Contact Marcia Andrews at:
mandrews@fpcspartanburg.org

COME TRY OUT OUR
NEW CHOIR LOFT!
If you have ever thought about being a part of the
Chancel Choir, this fall is a perfect time to start. In
addition to serving the church through music with
some of the best people you will find anywhere, you
will also get to enjoy our new luxury choir loft. Actually the term luxury might be a stretch, but it is definitely roomier and an easier place in which to maneuver. Fall rehearsals begin Wednesday, August 29.
For more information contact Holt Andrews (rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org).
PS: If you would like to get a feel for what singing in
the Chancel Choir is like, be a part of the Summer
Choir…come to the choir room any Sunday morning at 9:50 and we’ll put you to work!

Youth

Fall Kick-Off Party

September 9 from 5:00-7:00pm
Join us for an exciting outreach night with a cookout,
fellowship and worship! Invite friends!

Sunday Night Worship

Every Sunday night this fall starting September 16
From 5:00-7:00pm in the Social Hall
At Sunday Night Fellowship, we will have a meal together, worship together, and fellowship together. This
will be a place where students are welcomed to build
lasting relationships with Christ and each other.

Fall Retreat

October 5-7, 2018
We will be going to Camp Longridge in Ridegway, SC
for our fall retreat. The theme will be “unity”, our speaker is Rev. Geoffrey Grubbs and our worship leader will
be Danny Nue. It is going to be a FANTASTIC weekend of faith, fellowship and lots of fun! If your student
brings two friends with them on the trip, that student
gets to go for FREE! (We ask that you pay up front and
you will be reimbursed if two friends join you that don’t
come to our church). We have reserved 60 spots! Students are already signing up, so make sure to put it on
the calendar and register today at:
www.fpcspartanburg.org/grow/youth

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, September 9

Regular Worship Schedule & Rally Day

Wednesday, September 12

Wednesdays at First Resumes

September 14 - 16

Church-wide Retreat: Montreat, NC
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Concerns
Pastoral Prepared
July 16, 2018
In Memoriam
Susan Kilgore Judd
Tuesday, June 12, 2018
Mother of Frances Dove
James David Cobb, Sr.
Sunday, June 24, 2018
Father of James “Kimo” Cobb, Jr.
Avril True Alexander
Saturday, June 30, 2018
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live.
John 11:25
Christian sympathy is extended to:
Suzanne Keim, on the death of her father, Dr. Walker
W. “Jack” Hay;
Alicia Fusselle, on the death of her son, and to Max
Hyde, on the death of his brother, Warner Fusselle Hyde;
Caroll Easterling, on the death of her father, Henry
Carroll Chambers.
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:
Wilkes Mitchell Johnson, son of Meredith and Mitch
Johnson on Sunday, May 27;
Bowen William Thompson, son of Jenny and Jon
Thompson on Sunday, June 17;
Abigail Alisabeth Shaw, daughter of Andrea and Bryan
Shaw on Sunday, July 8; and
Grady Chapman Kennedy, son of Sarah and Whitner
Kennedy on Sunday, July 8.
Congratulations to:
Kasey and Sam Dover on the birth of their daughter,
Nora Harper Dover, born on Tuesday, June 12;
Danielle and Quincy Halliday on the birth of their son,
Quincy Stanford Halliday V, born on Friday, June 29;
Erin and Matt Chastain on the birth of their son, Emmett
Steven Chastain, born on Wednesday, July 11; and
Kannika and Barritt Walsh, on the birth of their son, Saharad
Barrit Jaemjaroen-Walsh, born on Saturday, July 14.

Welcome Our New Members
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Kristin & Alex
Hamilton

Grant & Barbara
Estep

The Prayer Committee of the Diaconate offers this prayer
for this time of Back To School for your devotional use.
Back to school! Three little words, dear Lord, so packed with
emotion! And so we ask your blessed assurance…
For the first year teacher and the first year student: May their best
expectations be exceeded.
For the teacher who will retire and the student who will graduate: May their excitement and their uncertainty carry them smiling
into the promise of a new beginning.
For the teacher who will go into real estate after Christmas and
the student who will move away in January: May their paths be
smooth and their destinations welcoming.
For the long-term substitute who begins in October and the new
student who arrives after everyone else: May they be welcomed
with open arms and find a community of wholehearted friendships.
For the teacher who dreads the new year and the student who
fears what lies ahead: May their expectations be disappointed and
what they hardly-dare-to-hope become their beautiful reality.
For the teacher who longs for a new assignment and the student who is repeating a year: May this time be a glorious blossoming of their full potential and best performance.
For the teacher who eagerly awaits trying out new techniques
and the student who is waiting in anticipation of the doors
opening: May their every dream for what this year can be come true.
For all teachers and all students: May they inspire each other to be
learners always.
For all our teachers and staff and administrators, and all our
students, dear Lord, may this year be safe and successful, and
may they feel our constant love and support. Amen.

August 12: Blackout Breakfast

Yogurt Bar, Muffins and Donuts in the FLC
Lobby! All starting at 9:30am

August 26:

Back to School Bash

Fun and fellowship after the 10:30 worship
service in the grassy area outside the FLC. We
will have games, inflatables and music! Purchase
a hamburger or hotdog and then enjoy a
free sundae in the gym.
Don’t forget your lawn
chairs and blanket!

MONTHLY MISSION SPOTLIGHT

SAFE HOMES
Our rising 5th/6th graders had a blast serving at VBS
Plus. They cooked a meal for our Neighborhood
Meal Ministry, they ran Mobile Meals routes and
painted and installed two “Free Little Libraries.”
One of these libraries is installed outside of the
Arthur Center and dedicated to “Ms. B” for all of
her love and service to the children of FPC. They
installed the other one at the Prince Hall Housing
Authority. They will be maintaining both of these
libraries and welcome any gently used book donations from our congregation!

Place donated books in the lending library by the
Arthur Center, the Prince Hall Housing Authority,
or bring them to the AIM closet at the church.

Work with the beauty of
God’s creation

Join the
Flower Guild
Contact LeAnne Thurmond
Holcombe (864)621-0213
Neighborhood Meal Ministry

4th Tuesday Soup Kitchen
Next Meal: August 28
We will need both volunteers to serve the meal (arrive
between 4:15-5:00 pm to serve) and food donations.
Food needed for August 28: 5 gallons of tea, 4 bags of
rolls, 4 bags of fresh fruit, 4 bowls of baked beans, 4
bowls of pasta/potato salad, 60 ice cream sandwiches, 8 containers of 12 pieces of fried chicken.
Other donations needed:
•Men’s and ladies’ fall clothes, tennis shoes, socks,
baby wipes, toilet paper, sleeping bags, book bags,
take away food, water bottles
Will DeLaney, Beth Perry & Tina Hamilton
4thtuesdaysoupkitchen@gmail.com

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition provides services to victims of domestic violence in Spartanburg, Cherokee and
Union Counties and victims of sexual assault in Spartanburg
and Cherokee Counties. Our services include 24-hour crisis
intervention, emergency shelter, extensive case management,
legal advocacy, individual and family therapy for adults and
children, and community education and prevention programs.
Family violence is approaching epidemic proportions. South Carolina has one of the highest rates of violent crime in our country,
and is fifth in the U.S. in women murdered by men. Annually,
over 1,500 emergency room visits in Spartanburg, Cherokee, and
Union Counties are the result of domestic violence.
In 2017, because of SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition, 3,838
adults and children received domestic violence services, 456
victims received sexual assault services, 354 women and children were sheltered, and 633 community presentations were
provided with assistance from over 500 volunteers.
We are committed to providing a safe environment for victims
of domestic violence as they flee their abusive homes. Approximately 85% of victims sheltered by SAFE Homes are low to
moderate income and all are homeless due to domestic violence
and/or sexual assault. We recognize that it is vital for victims
to have an environment that is conducive to meet their ongoing
needs. Our ultimate goal is to make victims feel safe everyday
and to transition to survivors that can thrive in our community.
Support from our local community has always been a crucial
component for us. We would not be able to provide the quality
of services we do without those who donate their time, money,
household goods or their services. One way we enlist the community is by asking for donations for Auction for A Cause, which
is our largest fundraiser every year. Last year we were blessed to
receive airline tickets, panther memorabilia, gift certificates, furniture and other items which netted us over $16,000.
If you are interested in donating to our organization, please contact
our office at 864.583.9803 or email us at shrcc@aol.com.

7

FINDING REST
2018 CHURCH RETREAT – SEPTEMBER 14-16, 2018
MONTREAT CONFERENCE CENTER

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28
Over-committed? Over-scheduled? Over-stressed? Today’s world is fast-paced, crazy, and often relentless. Take
a break from your weariness and find rest in Jesus among
your church family in beautiful Montreat, NC. Over the
weekend, we will learn about and practice the biblical
concept of Sabbath, seeking that promised rest that can
go with us down the mountain into our daily lives.
While most of the retreat is designed to be intergenerational, nursery and separate children’s programming is
available during the Saturday morning program. Youth
will also be joining in on the retreat. They will have
break away time with new Youth Director Mark Ashby.
First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
Electronic Service Requested

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
August 13, 2018

PARTICIPANT COSTS:

Adults: $140
Youth (age 12+): $40
Children (age 5-11): $20
Children (4 and under): FREE

REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE
WWW.FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG/RETREAT
Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Permit No. 15
Spartanburg, SC 29306

