
Put the upcoming Ministry Fair on your 
calendar (hint: August 28). Consider 
helping with our re-energized youth or 
children’s ministries. Greet a new face 
in the parking lot on Sunday. Drop a 
note to someone you haven’t seen at 
church in a while. Show up for a new 
or existing Bible study. Let a pastor or 
deacon know how we can be praying 
for you. Invite a friend to worship. The 
list goes on and on…

Friends, I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to connect with so many 
of you in such a short period of time. 
And yet I also realize that there are still 
so many more connections yet to be 
made. I hope you will join me in the 
work of continuing to strengthen our 
bonds with one another. Trusting that, 
in doing so, we are strengthening our 
witness to the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ both here in Spartanburg and 
throughout the world!

Peace,

Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor
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Way back in April of this year I used 
this space to write to you about how I 
had only one real agenda for my first 
few months as your pastor: to listen. 
And that is exactly what I have been 
striving to do. Over the course of 
our first five months together, I have 
visited in small groups over lunch and 
breakfast with all forty-five elders, met 
with the deacons at their April meeting, 
hosted twelve “Connect Over Coffee” 
events with 100+ church members 
and friends, participated in seven 
large-group “Meet the Pastor” dinner 
gatherings organized around ministry 
function at neighborhood locales, and 
had numerous one-on-one visits with 
various community stakeholders and 
ministry leaders. And, of course, I have 
also spent a great deal of time in regular 
conversation with the dedicated 
members of the pastoral, program, and 
administrative staff team here at FPC.

If I were to summarize in a single word 
the unifying theme that emerged across 
each of those conversations it would 
be “connection.” Nearly every person I 
have met speaks of being drawn to First 
Presbyterian Spartanburg because of 
the powerful connection they feel to 
God and to one another in the worship, 

study, fellowship, care, and mission of our 
church. And yet at the same time for some, 
those connections have also felt strained 
or absent in recent years. 

Rooted in the foundational truth that 
we are each inexorably connected one 
to another by the love of Jesus Christ, 
our focus this fall and beyond is going 
to rest heavily on striving to strengthen 
our connections with one another and 
the community around us. Together, in 
both our prayers and planning, I want us 
to start wrestling as a congregation with 
some of the same questions that popped 
up over and over in my listening, such as: 
How can we get to know each other better 
as a church family through opportunities 
for learning, fellowship, and engagement? 
How can we better connect with and 
welcome those who are searching for a 
church home in our area? What new ways 
might we use our campus and resources 
to connect with and serve the needs of our 
neighbors? 

The answers to these questions are not 
ones that are arrived at overnight. But we 
have to start somewhere. So as you peruse 
this month’s First News I want to invite you 
to consider the places you might connect 
– or re-connect – with your church family. 
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In a single 24 hours in May, the Tops Supermarket shooting in East Buffalo and 
the shooting at California’s Irvine Taiwanese Presbyterian Church in Laguna 
Hills saw sites of immigrant and Black life singled out for slaughter. The killing 
of 19 children and two adults in Uvalde, Texas is the highest death toll for a 
school shooting since Sandy Hook, 10 years ago. A parade on the  4th of July 
became a bloodbath due to the use of a high-powered automatic rifle, killing 
or injuring 45 people.

What can we do as a people of faith? Gun violence is a deeply systemic problem 
that connects to the Matthew 25 emphases of poverty, racism and congregational 
vitality.

Join us in discussing these community issues at the 
First Presbyterian Spartanburg Peace and Justice Task Force.

Find out more at https://fpcspartanburg.org/events/peace-and-justice-task-force

To receive the Zoom invite, please contact Dawn Bingham or Jessalyn Story.

Peace and Justice Taskforce

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

The Columbarium is a beautiful addition to the campus of First 
Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg. Over ten years of research, 
planning and design went into the concept of the columbarium. 
The dream came to fruition in 2013.

The columbarium is composed of niches and memorial plaques. The 
niches (vaults) store the ashes (cremains) of church members, their 
families, and ministers of First Presbyterian Church. Plaques on the 
memorial wall honor members of our church family who are or will 
be located elsewhere.

Interment on church grounds is a visible statement of faith in life 
eternal. It reminds us that First Presbyterian Church ministers to the 
spiritual needs of its members – from baptism through life to death. 
The setting allows for ease of visitation, meditation, and prayer. As 
the columbarium is a sacred space, we ask that no videos and/or 
photographs are taken in the columbarium.

If you are interested in additional information concerning the 
columbarium, please contact 
Lynise Clarke at lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org, 
864-208-2130.

What is...

The Columbarium? 

Save the Date!Save the Date!
ChurChwiDe Day of ServiCe | oCtober 15thChurChwiDe Day of ServiCe | oCtober 15th

Stay tuneD for More DetailS!Stay tuneD for More DetailS!

Pentecost Worship & Pentecost Par ty,  June 5,  2022
Photos by Mar tha Bean

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/17/buffalo-supermarket-mass-shooting-food-desert
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/california/story/2022-05-16/laguna-woods-gunman-worked-methodically-but-motive-a-mystery
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/california/story/2022-05-16/laguna-woods-gunman-worked-methodically-but-motive-a-mystery
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23140441/uvalde-shooting-robb-elementary-school-texas
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23140441/uvalde-shooting-robb-elementary-school-texas
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/05/us/highland-park-illinois-shooting-july-fourth-parade-tuesday-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/05/us/highland-park-illinois-shooting-july-fourth-parade-tuesday-intl-hnk/index.html
https://fpcspartanburg.org/events/peace-and-justice-task-force
mailto:binghamdawn%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:JessalynStory%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lclarke%40fpcspartanburg.org?subject=
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Youth Fall Kick
Off Party!

August 21, 5 - 7 pm
Family Life Center

Stay tuned for more details!

Save the date...
MIDDLE SCHOOL
FALL RETREAT

November 11 - 13, 2022
Asbury Hills Retreat Center

$250 per person

YOUTH & CAMPUS MINISTRIES
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Baccalaureate Sunday

What an amazing work God did through VBS! As our church came together over 
145 children and 80 adults strong, the joy and the love of the Lord energized the air.  
Love, trust, faith, and hope were taught and encouraged. It was a blast!   

God was surely beaming at all the love and work poured into the week – craft 
packets assembled, lessons prepped and lists made, snacks, games, and music 
enjoyed, hearts and gifts shared, our little red truck filled with 1000 lbs. of 
donations, friends greeted and all welcomed. God worked through all of us and what 
a blessing. Thank you to everyone who had a part in any way!  

The results are powerful -- one Explorer assembled his week of crafts into a super 
creative door decoration at home. He then helped his family so much and with such 
a positive attitude that his mom noted his transformation and reached out to me.  
Jesus knew it was the little ones who readily absorb and live the Good News of 
God’s love. That is just one account of an immediate result. Wonder what God will 
do over time in all of us? How will our lights shine? 

Keep shining!     Pastor Ansley

Arise! Shine! your light has come; the Lord’s glory has shone upon you. Isaiah 60: 1  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

MUSIC CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDRENMUSIC CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

Newborns through Age 3 and their Parents can 
experience music and movement together!!

Small intimate class size.Small intimate class size.
Spaces are limited!Spaces are limited!

To sign up visit
www.fpcspartanburg.org

/grow/children/first-steps
or scan the QR code

For more information contact Marcia Andrews 
mandrews@fpcspartanburg.org /  208-2135

FunFun
GamesGames

LearningLearning
LullabiesLullabies

MovementMovement
RhythmsRhythms

SongsSongs
Online registration opens August 1Online registration opens August 1stst

Classes begin mid-SeptemberClasses begin mid-September
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Craig Foster’s Reflections on the PC(USA) General Assembly
The 225th General Assembly of the PC(USA) last month was like none that came before, and I was honored to have 
been elected as a commissioner to it. GA began on June 18 with worship and a hybrid in-person/Zoom opening 
plenary, with the Rev. Ruth Santana-Grace (executive presbyter for Philadelphia Presbytery) and the Rev. Shavon 
Starling-Louis (pastor of Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charlotte). Both women are people of color with a thirty-
year difference in age and varied experience who moderated the assembly with grace, humility, laughter, and a lot of 
prayer at key moments of tension or decision.

Committees of General Assembly convened in Louisville in four groups from June 19 through July 3. On July 5, online 
worship and plenary sessions of the whole gathered body commenced, beginning at 10am and oftentimes lasting until 
11pm, through July 9. Individual committees and the body as a whole were a broad mix of elders and pastors elected 
by their presbyteries, along with advisory delegates and resource people from around the country, even the world.  
Everything was translated into English, Spanish and Korean in real time.  Even across Zoom, it was clear that we are a 
part of a broader church that is so much more diverse than just our congregation.

My assignment was to the Financial Resources Committee. Our work was much more than numbers and spreadsheets. 
We got to explore the ministry of the denomination as a whole and hear stories of ministry around the country and 
around the world. Our most significant item of business was the unification of the two top agencies of our denomination, 
the Office of the General Assembly and the Presbyterian Mission Agency into one organization with more diverse 
funding and more unified vision. I will be happy to talk with any of you about specifics of what happened at GA, and I 
hope to find a place where I can share those experiences with you in person.

RECREATION NEWS
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam
 

I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.      John 11:25

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Kim Nelson, on the death of her mother, Geraldine Bishop Adams;
Holly Boyce, on the death of her mother, Betty Mae Pasternak;

Cliff McLellan, on the death of his sister, ArchAnna McLellan Steadham;
Mark Dixon, on the death of his father, Fred White Dixon, Sr.;

Daisy Winslow, on the death of her husband, and Stewart Winslow, on the death of his father, Donald Winslow;
Valerie Melick, on the death of her mother, Betty Burrows.

Births 
Congratulations to:

Caroline and Andy McKee, on the birth of their daughter, Ruth James McKee, born Wednesday, May 11, 2022.
Chelsea and Lucas Nash, on the birth of their son, Rollins Lucas Nash, born Sunday, May 15, 2022.

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

James David Bulman, son of Bryanna and David Bulman, on May 22, 2022;
Sara Bethea Shuler, daughter of Elizabeth and Hubert Shuler IV, on May 29, 2022;

Tinsley Ann Wheeler, daughter of Tara and Cale Wheeler, on June 12, 2022;
Isabel Mae Dixon, daughter of Christie and Stephen Dixon, on June 19, 2022;

Apasra Winifred JaemJaroen-Walsh, daughter of Kannika and Barritt Walsh, on July 10, 2022;
Guy Stuart Bailey, daughter of Ruthie and Vic Bailey IV, on July 10, 2022.

Caroline Rose Seager, daughter of Mary Caroline and John Seager, on July 17, 2022;

Weddings 
Congratulations to:

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Emmett Shuler (Jenna Leigh Gregory), who were married Saturday, May 17, 2022
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ballenger Harris III (Rachel Marie Hoffman) who were married Saturday, June 25, 2022

(THROUGH JULY 17,  2022)

George “Jerry” Hammock 
Thursday, June 2, 2022 

Husband of Mary Hammock and father of Jeannie Gauthier and Jeff Hammock
Thomas Moore Craig
Thursday, June 2, 2022 

A graveside service will be held at Nazareth Presbyterian Church, Thursday, August 4 at 9:30AM.
Shelley Foster Crow

Monday, June 13, 2022
Wife of Wade Crow and mother of Emily Neely, Hamp Crow, Jean Crowther, and Hal Crow.

Vivian McInnis Reid Fogartie
Thursday, June 23, 2022
Clarence M. Crews, Jr.
Sunday, July 17, 2022

Husband of Jane Crews
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Photos by Landon Hammett & Mar tha Bean

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Katherine Blough Kara Clark

Jay, Sallie, Addie, 
and Charlie McAuley

Erin Dyer

Jane Pickens

Ted, Natasha, and 
Victoria Collie

Jolyne MinnixBarry, Regi, Caison, and
Carson Jaynes
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