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Postcards from Paradise

White sand beaches. Crystal blue water. Palm trees swaying in a tropical breeze.  
That’s what I imagined when our plane taxied to a stop in Nassau. The airport 
only aided the illusion.  Passing through Customs, a Bahamian band was lilting 
out tunes made for a shaded hammock and a coconut drink. And if  you were 
catching a cab to the Atlantis Resort on Paradise Island, the illusion might hold. 
But we weren’t tourists headed to a private beach…and we certainly weren’t 
staying at the Atlantis.

Instead our accommodations were at the Bahamas Retreat Centre. Now, usually 
I associate the word “retreat” with luxury (or at least a hot shower). But this 
place put the “rust” in rustic. The spotty electricity, bunkbeds, and bugs left a 
lot to be desired. Yet as we soon discovered, luxury in the Bahamas is relative.  
Compared to the All Saints Camp where we worked, our accommodations 
were simply grand.

Turns out beauty is also relative in the Bahamas. For the residents at All Saints 
Camp were filled with beauty. They weren’t glossy magazine cover beautiful.  
Not even high school yearbook, “most photogenic” beautiful. No, it was a starry-
eyed smile that covers your whole face, that flashes like summer lightning, that 
ends in long side-stitching laughter kind of  beauty. It was the beauty filled by 
joy, the joy that only God can give. And it blazed like the Bahamian sun. Best 
of  all, it was contagious.  

I don’t know if  you can “catch” joy. I don’t know if  you can pass it from person 
to person like a summer cold. It doesn’t seem reasonable, does it? Yet as we built 
walls, finished floors, constructed storm shudders, and painted what seemed 
like miles of sidewalk rails—it caught. Somewhere between the PB & J sandwiches 
and Dominoes; somewhere between the prayer walks and front porch devos; 
somewhere between lifting Garvin into his wheelchair and Arthur lifting the *Pictured above: FPC Youth on their 

June mission trip to the Bahama’s 
All Saints Camp  
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Summer 
Worship 
Schedule

Worship - July 3
Rev. Joanne R. Hull (MS)

Rev. Christi O. Brown (C & S) 

Worship - July 10
Communion

Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS & C)
Jason Moore (S)

Worship - July 17
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS)
Dr. Kirk H. Neely (C & S)

Worship - July 24
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS & C)

Rev. Joanne R. Hull (S)

Worship - July 31
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS & C)

Rev. L. Craig Foster (S)

Chapel Service 
8:30 a.m. 

~
Sanctuary Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
~

Morning Song (Fogartie Hall) 
10:30 am

Continued on page 2...



GLENNON DOYLE MELTON @ FPC

Summer of Love
First Presbyterian Church will host New York Times bestselling author and re-
nowned truth teller, Glennon Doyle Melton, on Saturday, August 13th.

Founder of  the on-line community at Momastery.com, author of  the acclaimed Carry On, Warrior and 
the upcoming memoir, Love Warrior, Melton is a popular speaker in the U.S. and abroad. She speaks to 
sold-out audiences on issues of  faith, motherhood, addiction, recovery and serving the marginalized. 

Admission is $40 and includes a hardcover edition of  Love Warrior, to be mailed after the publication 
release date. Doors open at 9:30 a.m. and the event will begin at 10:00 a.m. Special sponsored tickets 
are $80 each, also include her book, and will allow FPC to donate a scholarship ticket to a local woman 
who otherwise would not be able to attend. The special Sponsored tickets will also include designated 
upfront seating and a Meet & Greet with Glennon immediately before the event.  

For more information, please contact Steering Committee Chair, 
 Dawn Bingham, at binghamdawn@hotmail.com

Purchase tickets online at www.momastery.com/events
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final strains of  “Amazing Grace” this joy 
was seen and caught and passed.  It was 
profound.  It was a life-changing, priority-
rearranging experience. It was nothing like 
the postcards—it was so, so much better.  

Who knows where this will lead?  Who 
knows how this will shape the lives of  our 
students and leaders in the years to come?  
Who knows how this joy will be caught 
and passed and caught again?  And yet it 
is not difficult to imagine that in ways big 
and small, seen and unseen, God will use 
it to build his kingdom both here and in the 
Bahamas.

Thanks be to God for your support, 
encouragement, and continued faithfulness.

Jason Moore 

Continued from page 1...



The title of  our Vacation Bible School this year was “Catch the Wave of  God’s 
Amazing Love.” The thing about waves is that they are both temporary and perma-
nent. Much like a wave, this year’s VBS program was born from the momentum of  
last year’s program. In January all the leaders of  VBS for the past six years met to 
envision, encourage and support the new leaders as they began building the wave 
that washed over our congregation in early June. The planning was hard work but 
momentum built as they contacted volunteers, registered the children and brought 
their theme to fruition. Their work was organized, energetic and thoughtful. The 
wave was building.

As the week opened our wave crested. The volunteers were in full stride. How 
many people were on site each day? The figure is something like 90 volunteers. But 
what about those who worked behind the scenes? We really should count them too.  
There were volunteers who worked all spring gathering decorating ideas, think-
ing creatively about programs and hauling in snacks, art supplies and story props.   
AND THEN THEY HAULED IT ALL OUT AGAIN!! We might know some 
names, but how can we know everyone who helped them and kept their kids while 
they worked?  

As the wave broke over VBS week, our children were encouraged to “Remember 
that the LORD is great and awesome!” (Nehemiah 4:14b) Through a daily Bible 
story the theme was reinforced. To do that some people ran all morning in the hot 
sun.  People served snacks and prayed over the pretzels with every child. One sang 
and danced her heart out while others wrote scripts and then crouched in puppet 
stages. A group sang songs about Jesus and songs about God’s mighty ocean.  Some 
acted out stories in a rubber boat while others led children around and kept them 
safe through four active mornings. How do we thank them all? If  we try to thank 
individuals, do we count those who mopped up our considerable mess each day? 
Do we recall every member who wrote generous checks to Winter Warmth? No, it 
is better to say, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God who allows us 
to splash in the surf or to ride the powerful waves of love. Praise God who accomplishes 
through us that which we could never do alone. Thank God for this wonderful commu-
nity of faith.”  

We are already selecting leaders and a theme for next summer. Waves are tempo-
rary. We have completed our VBS ministry for this summer. But waves are also per-
manent. Stay tuned and don’t miss being a part of  this powerful ministry next year. 

Thank you 
VBS Volunteers
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July 2016
This Month @ FPC

Friday, July 1
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, July 3
8:00 a.m. Genesis Choir
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30  a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Summer Choir
10:30  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)

Monday, July 4
Independence Day: Church Facilities Closed

Wednesday, July 6
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, July 7
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
12:30 p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group

Friday, July 8
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, July 10
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30  a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Summer Choir
10:30  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)

Monday, July 11
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp

Tuesday, July 12
7:00	 a.m.	 Officer	Prayer	Breakfast
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
3:00 p.m. Congregational Nursing Network
6:00 p.m. Homeless Feeding Program

Wednesday, July 13
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, July 14
9:00 a.m. CAST Camp
12:30 p.m.  Spark Men’s Small Group

Friday, July 15
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, July 17
8:00 a.m. Genesis Choir
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30  a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Summer Choir
10:30  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
11:30  a.m. Summer Sizzle

Monday, July 18
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl

Wednesday, July 20
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, July 21
12:30  p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group

 * Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut.

Fitness Center
The Family Life Center Hours
Monday-Thursday 6am-9pm, 

Friday 6am-5pm 
Saturday 8am-12pm, Sunday 2pm-6pm

Family and Me Fitness 
In the Gym on Mondays,Wednesdays & 

Fridays at 9:30 am
Tuesday & Thursday at 1 pm

Xtreme Boot Camp 
In the Gym on Mondays,Wednesdays & 

Fridays at 7:15 am
Tuesday & Thursday at 12 pm

Gentle Yoga Class
Tuesdays at 11:00am ~ Activity Room

COMMUNITY OPEN GYM BASKETBALL 
Monday & Friday at 1-3:00pm

MORNING YOGA (All levels)
Check website calendar

4

Friday, July 22
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, July 24
8:00 a.m. Genesis Choir
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30  a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Summer Choir
10:30  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)

Tuesday, July 26
6:00  p.m. Homeless Feeding Program

Wednesday, July 27
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, July 28
12:30 p.m. Spark Men’s Small Group

Friday, July 29
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, July 31
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30  a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Summer Choir
10:30  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)

Thank You for Serving
To those of you who faithfully served as volunteers for our WAF 
dinners, I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

• the meals you helped prepare 
• the way you graciously worked at the check-in tables
• the Children’s table and dessert table
• the busy, busy dish room
• those who stayed and re-set Fogartie after the meal
• And, let’s not forget the volunteers who coordinate and  
 schedule all of  these areas!

We all benefit from your faithfulness and hard work and we send 
our love and appreciation to you! “Thank You” is not sufficient 
but we hope you received a blessing from serving in these areas! 
WAF runs smoothly and that could not happen without you.

Jane Mullins
If  anyone is interested in volunteering in any of  these areas, 

extra hands are always needed. Contact Rob Hammett 
(rob@cwinsurance.com) or Andy Lancaster 

(alancaster@advanceamerica.met) to volunteer.

Sunday School
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 
To	find	our	full	listing	of 	classes	
pick up a brochure in the church 
office	or	visit	our	website	at	

fpcspartanburg.org/grow/adults.



First Presbyterian Church will hold its annual Kirkin’ 
o’ the Tartans Worship Service in October of  2016. 

The tartan fabrics are ordered from Scotland, so we 
need your payment no later than Friday, July 29. The 
cost of  a banner is $115.

 h If you want a particular pattern, please indicate below. Other-
wise, we will order your most common clan pattern. 

 h You	will	receive	an	acknowledgment	of 	your	order	and	
payment.

 h At	 the	 conclusion	 of 	 the	 service,	 the	 tartan	 banners	
will	be	given	to	the	sponsor	for	storage	or	display	until	
the next Kirkin’. Only the staffs and banner stands will 
remain at the church.

2016 KirKin’ o’ the tartans 
Banner sponsorship Form

 Name:____________________________________
 __________________________________________
 Address: _____________________________________
 ____________________________________________
 Phone: ______________________________________
 Clan Tartan _________________________________ 
 Pattern ____________________________________

Please forward this form and check for $115.00 to:
First Presbyterian Church ~ Kirkin’ Fund 
393 East Main St., Spartanburg, SC 29302, 

Attn: Lynise Clarke

If  you have any questions or wish to confirm which tartans 
have already been purchased, please call David Tate (699-5103).

KirKin’ o’ 
the tartans

Banner Sponsorship Form



Welcome Our 
New Members

Deborah LemkeEleanor Cox

Will Shirley (husband of Lee Shirley)

Music
Ministry

There is still plenty of time to join our Summer 
Choir! Also plan on joining one of our musical 
ensembles at FPC this fall. Whatever your level of 
experience (and whatever your schedule!) we have 
an option for you:

Summer Choir: anyone high school age and above 
is welcome to join. Meets in the Choir Room at 
9:45 a.m. from now through Labor Day. 

Chancel Choir: starting in the fall, this is the 
flagship musical group of  FPC, the Chancel Choir 
rehearses Wednesdays at 7:30 PM and sings most 
Sundays at the 11:00 AM worship service.

Genesis Choir: perfect for singers whose schedule 
is difficult. Starting in the fall, the Genesis Choir 
meets at 8:00 AM two Sundays a month and learns 
music for that day’s 8:45 AM sanctuary service. 

Chamber Singers: an auditioned group of  no 
more than 30, the Chamber Singers are known for 
their varied repertoire and their Christmas music. 
Begins in the fall.

Handbell Choir: this group is limited to 12 ringers, but 
there is at least one opening this fall! Ringing in a bell 
choir is a unique and fun way to be a part of  a musical 
ensemble. The ability to read music is helpful but not 
required. 

For information on these groups or any aspect 
of  the music program, contact Holt Andrews at 
rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org. 
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Welcome our 
Youth Intern

We had an amazing week at Camp Arcadia! It could not possibly have happened without all our amazing and dedicat-
ed volunteers. Saying thank you is just not enough to express our appreciation for the love everyone shared with these 
fun, outgoing, energetic children. 

In addition to all the great surfing adventures the younger children were having at Arcadia, our Mission Group (rising 
5th graders) again helped causes in our community as well as across the state. They learned about God’s Creation 
at Hatcher Gardens, made soup bowls for the Hub City Empty Bowls project and sewed Therapy Dolls to help calm 
children’s fears at MUSC. 

As chairpersons, we feel so blessed to have so many diligent, self-motivated and God-motivated volunteers 
to make this week run so smoothly. We even had 
an entire station run by FPC Youth.  

Our deepest heart felt thanks to everyone who was 
involved in Camp Arcadia this summer. Anyone 
interested in helping to lead Camp Arcadia next 
year, with a view to taking over in 2018, please con-
tact Chris at curtis1120@gmail.com - we’d love to 
hear from you! 

Blessings, Chris and Penny

Thank You Camp Arcadia Volunteers
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July 17: Sundae Sunday Sizzle  (Social Hall)
Enjoy a delicious ice cream sundae with your church family.

August 7: Covered Dish Lunch  (Social Hall)
Bring a dish or dessert to share!

August 28: Food Truck Festival  (FLC Lawn) 
Bring your lawnchairs and blankets as we enjoy fun, food 
and fellowship. Food will be avaliable for purchase from 

food trucks in the parking lot of the FLC.

Aubrie Lauderdale is a rising ju-
nior at Converse College. She is 
studying Elementary Education 
and plans to teach after gradua-
tion. She has a passion for work-
ing with kids, especially in minis-
try. She is excited to see what this 
summer has in store for her and 
sees a future continuing her life 
work in youth ministry.

After 10:30 
Worship 



Pastoral Concerns
Prepared June 20, 2016

In MeMorIaM

Joan ThacksTon Black

Friday, May 20, 2016

sTephen “sTeve” JennIngs hunTley

Monday, June 6, 2016
Husband of  Beverly Huntley, father of  
Steve Huntley, Jr. and Grace Coleman

I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live.           John 11:25

Christian sympathy is extended to 
Mrs. Libba Lee on the death of  her mother; Barbara Lee 
Gurley; 

Mr. Randall Chambers on the death of  his mother; Janette 
Finley Chambers.

The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to: 
Walton Farris Brown, son of  Hunter and Megan Brown 
on Sunday, May 29;

Bryan Watkins Whitfield, VII and Conner Lee Whitfield, 
sons of  Bryan and Katee Whitfield on Sunday, May 29;

Jessica Nancy Nessim, daughter of  Younan and Nahla 
Nessim on Sunday, June 12; 

Harriet Elizabeth Johnson, daughter of  Mitchell and 
Meredith Johnson on Sunday, June 19.

Congratulations to: 
Leonard and Sarah Shaine on the birth of their son, Asher 
Jordan Shaine, born on Friday, June 3;

Joe and Tara Pinilla on the birth of their son, Grayson 
Anthony Pinilla, born on Wednesday, May 18;

Joe and Kate Moore on the birth of their daughter, Audrey 
Katherine Moore, born on Friday, May 20.

Pastoral Care On-Call System: 
If you have a pastoral emergency after 5:00 p.m. during the 
week or anytime over the weekend, please call 208-2142. . 
For youth, contact Jason Moore (804-9244).

56 members rolled up their 
sleeves to donate blood 
during our last blood 
drive!  A HUGE thank 
you to the following mem-

bers for their time and contribution for this event.  A 
special thank you to Health Committee Members 
Meg Evatt and Linda Prince for volunteering their 
time to help with the registration table!

Jimmy Anderson, Doug Baker, Holly Bannon, Randy 
Barre, Rodger Beckett, Jacquelilne Beleirez, Margaret Blan-
ton, Louie Blanton, Shirley Burgess, Katherine Burns, De 
Calvert, Wendell Cantrell, Carl Carlson, Beth Cecil,  John 
Cecil,  Derham Cole, Suzy Cole, Bill Cummings, Cindy 
Cummings, Kevin DeMark, Jimmy Edwards, Karen Ed-
wards, Mallory Edwards, Jerry Gedus, Anne-Marie Glover, 
Chris Groke, Greg Googer, Wanda Gordon, Lou Ann 
Harrill, Mark Hicklin, Holly Hoenig, Charley Kay, Jerry 
Kiehl, Cecily King, Tom King, Zan King, Aubrey Lau-
derdale, Sanders Lee, John Lefebvre, Rice Macfie, Hollie 
Marsh, Ree Miller, Ginger Phillips, Kam Popkin, Donna 
Pulliam, Bill Roberts, Elena Roberts, Mallory Roberts, Joy 
Shackelford, Joe Simms, Dan Steadman, Ralph Tesseneer, 
Bobby Turner, Joyce Turner, Bill Walter, Patricia Webster

Mark your calendar for Sunday, November 6, 2016 
for the next opportunity to donate blood.  This will 
be an ecumenical event involving 6 other church-
es.  Let’s strive to continue to be the “leader of  the 
flocks.”

Many thanks to church members, Steve and Caroline 
Richards, and Cedar Spring Family Dentistry for spon-

soring the Soup Kitchen on Tuesday July 26.  
Several children have been visiting the Soup Kitchen. We 
need books, toys, and clothes for them.  We need plates, 
bowls, and dessert plates,  plastic fork, knives, spoons, and 
napkins for serving the meal.    
Thanks to your generosity, last month we fed and clothed 
about 70 people.  Thank you for helping us help those in 
need. 

4th Tuesday 
    Soup Kitchen

Next meal on July 26th

Questions? Contact Will DeLaney, Beth 
DeLaney or Tina Hamilton (908-8753) 
4thtuesdaysoupkitchen@gmail.com

Supplies 
Needed

   On July 11th our Middle School 
   students will be meeting at the
   church to bag supplies for our 4th
   Tuesday meal ministry. We need
   your help! We are asking for d-
   nations of  the following items to
   be dropped off  in the main office 
of  the church: gallon size baggies, sandwich size bag-
gies, small bottled waters, jerky, dried fruit, nuts, granola 
bars, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, feminine hy-
giene products, wet wipes, bars of  soap, small packages 
of  tissues, and band-aids. Thank you so much for your 
contributions that will allow our middle schoolers to put 
their faith into action in a very tangible way! For ques-
tions, contact Kellie Foster @ 864-381-8581. 7
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Youth 
Pizza and a Parable: July 8 (12:00—2:00 p.m.) All youth are invited to meet in the FLC lobby 
to walk to a local restaurant for lunch (bring $) while we dig deeper into God’s word!
 
Middler Mission Monday: July 11 (12:30 p.m.) Middle school students meet in the Middler 
Room to pack care packages for the folks that come to the 4th Tuesday meal ministry! Bring $3 for 
pizza lunch.
 
Paintball: July 14 (1:30—6:00 p.m.) Meet in the FLC lobby to head out for an epic paintball battle! 
Cost for field fee & equipment rental is $25. We’ll stop for grub at Fuddrucker’s on the way back to the 
church, so bring money for dinner! Open to middle and high school students.
 
Middler Mayhem: July 17 (5:30—7:30 p.m.) Middle school students bring your favorite board or 
card game and come hang out in the Middler Room for dinner and fellowship! Bring $3 for dinner.
 
Middler Wet & Wild: July 24 (5:30—7:30 p.m.) Middle school students wear your bathing suit and 
prepare to get wet! Meet on the lawn next to the Scout Hut for dinner and an evening of  water-logged 
games! Bring $3 for dinner.
 
Mobile Food Pantry: July 27-28 (times TBD) All middle and high school students are invited to 
help feed the hungry in Spartanburg County! We will partner with the folks at Morningside Baptist.
 
Take a Hike: July 31 (times TBD)We’re heading out for an overnight camping and backpacking 
adventure! Watch for more details closer to the date! Open to middle and high school students.

July Events


