First News
May 2019
Time to Say Adieu

Worship
Schedule

May marks my last month on staff at FPC,
with May 19 my last Sunday, where I will
be preaching all services. Last year I gave
notice that when my youngest daughter Ella
Jane graduates from the FPC preschool this
month, that I would “graduate” from my
position at FPC as well. I have loved my last
six years in ministry here, and it is indeed
a bittersweet time. You are an amazing
congregation to serve.

Chapel
8:45 am

Morning Song
(Fogartie Hall)
8:45 am

Sanctuary
11:00 am

I am thrilled that the Reverend Leslie Lang
is now on staff at FPC to serve both Young
Adults and Missions. These two ministries
are near and dear to my heart, and I have no
doubt that she will serve both with energy,
intelligence, imagination and love.

May 5

Rev. Leslie A. Lang (MS & S)
Rev. L. Craig Foster (C )

While serving at a church is not conducive to this stage in my family’s life, I
do plan to continue ministry in the community. I have always felt God’s call
is for me to make a large impact on a small imprint. Drawing on my previous
background of business consulting and facilitation, I plan to do various adhoc projects and consulting for local organizations, churches and corporations
throughout Spartanburg County. I look forward to seeing what opportunities
God unfolds in this realm.

May 12
Mother’s Day

Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)
Franklin Fant (MS)

May 19*

Baccalaureate Sunday
Rev. Christi O. Brown (MS & S)

May 26**

Many people have asked me what my first project will be, to which I can
emphatically reply, “A Summer Sabbatical on the lake!” As many of you know,
our family built a house on Lake Bowen 20 months ago, where we live full time.
This will be our second full summer on the lake, and we can’t wait to enjoy it with
friends and family from near and far. I plan to line up work projects once the new
school year rolls around.

*Chapel and MorningSong worship
together at 8:45am in Fogartie Hall
and Sanctuary at 11:00am.

In addition, I plan to volunteer at Oakland Elementary, as the next two years are
the only ones my daughters will be at the same school until Lettie is a Senior in
high school. I have already signed up for the PTA Board, and I am also excited
to bring the Girls on the Run program there next Fall and serve as head coach.

**Summer Schedule begins
Chapel Service: 8:30am
Sunday School: 9:30am
Morning Song: 10:30am
Sanctuary Service: 10:30am

Finally, a word of thanks for your encouragement and support over the years.
While you have high expectations for the staff, you also have generous grace
Continued on page 2...

Rev. Leslie A. Lang (C & MS)
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (S )

*Pictured above: Rev. Christi Brown
baptizes Mae Falatok.

First Presbyterian Church
393 E. Main St. Spartanburg, SC 29302 ~ (864) 583-4531 ~ www.fpcspartanburg.org

Women’s Ministry
Circle Meetings
May 2019
Circle 4:
Monday, May 13 at 2:00 pm; Eden Terrace
Circle 3:
Monday, May 13 at 10:30am; Parlor
Circle 5:
Monday, May 13 at 10:30am; Purnell Room
Circle 7:
Tuesday, May 14 at 10:30am; Hostess: Linda
Jackson, 612 Amesbury Ln, Spartanburg SC 29301
Circle 9:
Saturday, May 18 at 10:00am;
The Piedmont Club
Circle 11:
Monday, May 13 at 10:30am;
Hostess: Leanne Holcombe, 2131 Highway 11,
Landrum, SC 29356
Circle meetings offer women in the church
meaningful ways to live out their faith in the
midst of a caring community. If you
would like to join a circle, please contact Shannon
Hutcheson in the church office
(208-2129/shutcheson@fpcspartanburg.org).

Continued from page 1...

as well. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve and grow alongside
you. And special thanks to the young adults I worked with in the first
years and the local missions committee in the latter years. I am so proud
of all the things we accomplished working together, and I count your
friendship and fellowship among my many blessings.
And to the all the staff, including my pastoral colleagues, it has been
a pleasure to serve together. It is wonderful to see how God uses each
person’s gifts to blend together in ways that best serve our church and
community.
Adieu literally means “to God.” It is a shortening of a Dieu vous comant “I commend you to God.” So as I roll off staff, I bid you adieu, entrusting
you to God as always. At the same time, I look forward to many more
years worshiping and growing in Christ alongside each one of you at
FPC. Per Tom’s blessing, our family will stay an active part of FPC, as it
is undeniably our beloved church family and home.
Again, adieu and thank you. In the words of the apostle Paul:
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now. ~ Philippians 1: 3-5
			Grace & gratitude,

			

Christi Brown

Tuesday, May 5

The Arthur Center
Come at
10:30 am or 7 pm
Deep South,

by Paul Theroux
Paul Theroux has spent
the past fifty years roaming the globe,
describing his encounters with people in
remote places. Now, he explores a part of
America, the Deep South. Setting out on
a winding road trip, Theroux discovers a
region of architectural and artistic wonders, incomparable music, mouth-watering cuisine—and also some of the
worst schools, medical care, housing,
and unemployment rates in the nation.
Yet, Theroux meets the unsung heroes
of the South, the people who, despite it
all, never left, and also those who found
their way home and devoted their lives to
rebuilding a place they could never live
2 without.

Summer Choir begins Memorial Day weekend and runs through
Labor Day. Open to anyone high-school age and above, the Summer Choir meets at 9:45 AM on summer Sundays and rehearses
music for that day’s 10:30 AM Sanctuary service. Since we only
practice the music for that day’s service, anyone can come in on
any Sunday in the summer and participate. High school singers,
visiting friends and relatives, college students, and adults who
like to sing but aren’t able to be a part of the Chancel Choir are especially welcome.

The statement below was passed by Session on February 26, 2019. It was distributed at the Poverty Summit,
in the hope that all faith communities will join with us in this commitment to eradicate poverty.
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If your Congregation would like to sign onto this statement,
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Questions?
Contact Rev. Leslie Lang;
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Contact
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864/583-4531 ext 131;
llang@fpcspartanburg.org.
864/583-4531 ext 131; llang@fpcspartanburg.org.
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This Month @ FPC
May 2019
Wednesday, May 1

12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday, May 2
10:00
11:30
12:00
12:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Joy Fellowship Spring Luncheon
Tues/Thurs Adult Study
Men’s Small Group

Friday, May 3

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
9:00 a.m. Church Women United

Sunday, May 5
8:45
8:45
9:45
10:30
11:00
5:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Monthly Fellowship
Worship (Sanctuary)
Youth Fellowship
Chamber Singers

Monday, May 6

12:00 p.m. Officer Prayer Lunch
5:30 p.m. Grief Support Group

Tuesday, May 7
10:30
12:00
6:00
7:00

a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

BBC with Kirk H. Neely
Tues/Thurs Adult Study
Handbells
BBC with Kirk H. Neely

Wednesday, May 8

12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday, May 9

12:00 p.m. Mental Health America
12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:00 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, May 10

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, May 12
8:45
9:45
11:00
5:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Youth Fellowship
Chamber Singers

Monday, May 13
10:15
10:30
2:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Women’s Ministry Circle 3
Women’s Ministry Circle 5 & 11
Women’s Ministry Circle 2 & 4
Stephen Ministry Supervision

Tuesday, May 14
7:00
10:30
12:00
6:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Officer Prayer Breakfast
Women’s Ministry Circle 7
Tues/Thurs Adult Study
Neighborhood Meal Ministry
Handbells

Wednesday, May 15

12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Tuesday, May 28

5:15 p.m. Neighborhood Meal Ministry
6:00 p.m. Handbells

Wednesday, May 29
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday, May 30

12:00 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Thursday, May 16

Friday, May 31

Friday, May 17

* Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut.

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:00 p.m. Men’s Small Group
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Saturday, May 18

10:00 a.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 9

Sunday, May 19
7:30
8:45
8:45
9:30
9:45
11:00
5:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Blood Drive
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Chapel)
Baccalaureate Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Youth Fellowship
Chamber Singers

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Starting May 26

Summer

Worship

Schedule

Monday, May 20

8:30 a.m.
Chapel Service

Tuesday, May 21

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School

10:00
10:30
5:30
7:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Sanctuary Guild
Diaconate
Chamber Singers Spring Concert

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
5:30 p.m. Neighborhood Meal Ministry
6:00 p.m. Handbells

Wednesday, May 22
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday, May 23

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:00 p.m. Men’s Small Group

10:30 a.m.
MorningSong
10:30 a.m.
Sanctuary Service

Friday, May 24

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, May 26
8:30
9:30
10:30
10:30
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Sanctuary)
Chamber Singers

Monday, May 27
All Facilities Closed

Fitness Center

Mon-Thurs 6am-9pm, Fri 6am-5pm
Saturday 8am-12pm, Sunday 2-6pm

XTREME BOOT CAMP
M,W & F - 7:15 & 9:15am - Track
Tues & Thurs (Express Class) 12:15pm - Track

MEMBER PICK UP BASKETBALL
Wed - 7:30-9pm

YOGA CLASS
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Mon & Wed 8:15am; Tues 11:00am - Activity Room

NAVIGATING THE
MEDICARE MAZE

After 10:30 Worship
June 9:

VBS Launch Party

Come and get your t-shirt and CD for VBS, indulge in
a yummy snack, and celebrate the birth of
the church! All “astronauts” are welcome,
even those not attending VBS!

		

June 23:

Book Swap and Coffee Shop

Have some books you want to share?
Come and sit a spell with some coffee
and treats and swap some books for
summer reading! Drop off your books
to trade at the missions closet
beginning June 9th.

July 14:

Undies Sundae Sunday

Bring a new pack of underwear (in children’s, men’s,
or women’s sizes) to donate to those in need, and
cool off with sundaes in the Social Hall.

August 11:

Dog Days of Summer

A Returning Summer Sizzle Favorite! Get out of the
heat and join us in the Social Hall to enjoy a hot dog
lunch with all of the toppings!

August 25:

Back to School Bash

Food trucks, fellowship and lots of FUN!
More details coming soon.

An Adventures in Learning lecture to help
you understand and navigate Medicare.
If you are nearing the time to sign up for
Medicare, or would like to have a better
understanding of your Medicare options,
this will be an important and helpful class
for you. Join us on May 2 from 11:0012:00 in Room 2200. Our lecturer will
be Shepherd’s Center board member,
Brandon Vincent from Core Advantage
Advisors. This is open to the general
public. Everyone is welcome, so bring a
friend. Refreshments will be provided.

NEIGHBORHOOD
MEAL MINISTRY

4th Tuesday Soup Kitchen
Next Meal: May 28
Thank you to the Pettis/Lockman family for
providing dinner for the evening. We still need
volunteers to serve the meal. Volunteers please
arrive between 4:15-5pm.
Other donations needed are: book bags,
sleeping bags, individually wrapped food
items, water bottles, men and women’s summer clothing, tennis shoes, baby wipes, toilet
paper, razors and deodorant.
Will DeLaney, Beth Perry & Tina Hamilton
4thtuesdaysoupkitchen@gmail.com

Christian Summer
Camping
Foothills Presbytery
Week: July 14-20

Camp Fellowship in Waterloo, SC has quality and affordable weeks for kindergarten
children through high school seniors.
www.campfellowship.org/summercamp
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Chamber
Singers

Pastoral Concerns
Prepared April 12, 2019
In Memoriam
Mary Wilkes Eckles
Tuesday, March 26, 2019
Mother of Tom Eckles
Carolyn Martin Harris
Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Mother of Rich Harris, Jr., and Ginger Shuler

Spring
Concert

Monday, May 20 // 7:00 PM // Sanctuary
The First Presbyterian Chamber Singers will present
their spring concert on Monday, May 20 at 7:00 PM
in the sanctuary. Titled A Day in the Life, the program
begins with music from first thing in the morning,
charts the course of a day and concludes at night,
with much of the music having a Biblical slant. The
one hour concert will be repeated at St. Phillip’s Episcopal Church in Charleston on Saturday, May 25 at
1:00 PM as part of Piccolo Spoleto.

BLOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY, MAY 19

Sign-In: FLC Lobby
Donate: Blood Connection Bus

Yvonne Vasileff Lafean
Sunday, March 31, 2019
Wife of Richard Lafean
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me,
even though they die, will live.
John 11:25
Christian sympathy is extended to:
Sylvia Patterson, on the death of her son Vernon
Williams Patterson, III and Danny Falatok, on the
death of his father, Andrew Falatok.
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:
Ann Palmer Summers, daughter of Laura and Josh
Summers on Sunday, March 31, and Cooper Alexander
Ashby and Presley Reagan Ashby, son and daughter of
Jessica and Mark Ashby on Sunday, April 14.
Congratulations to:
Caroline and Steve Richards on the birth of their
daughter, Grace Caroline Richards, born on Saturday,
March 23, and Brooksie and David Berry, Jr., on the
birth of their daughter, Helen Pinckney Berry, born
on Thursday, April 4.
Welcome to FPC: Joined on Sunday, April 14.

Bob Phillips

David & Laura McCutchen

To donate, contact Beth Cecil
(208-2136/bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org)
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One donation of your blood can
save three lives!

June Barnett

Randy & Nancy Bernard

JOY
FELLOWSHIP

Spring Luncheon
THURSDAY, MAY 2 AT 11:30 AM
FOGARTIE HALL

The JOY Fellowship Committee
is excited to invite you to our
annual Spring Luncheon.
We'll have great fellowship, food,
and entertainment.

Hope to see you there!

To make your reservation, contact Joanie Shackleton at
RSVP
by April 29 to Joanie Shackleton at:
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org or 864-208-2132.
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org / 864-208Let us know if you need transportation to the luncheon.
2132. Let us know if you need transportation.

Please join us
for tea and scones
Thursday, June 6, 2019
3:00 pm

First P resbyterian C hurch
C ourtyard & P arlors
Enjoy tea & an entertaining program
of English Tea Customs with
the JOY Fellowship
Hats & Gloves O ptional

RSVP (864) 208-2132

Stephen Ministry does WHAT?
					Oh, I didn’t know that!!
Recently one of our Stephen Ministers attended a church related function where
the topic was “The Holy Spirit.” She mentioned that, as a Stephen Minister, we
brought the Holy Spirit to those who are in need of someone to listen and pray
with them during a difficult time in their lives. Most importantly, Stephen Ministers offer to listen in total confidence.
The ladies attending thought that Stephen Ministry was just for those people in
the last stages of life. However, we work with people in all stages of life – there
is no age limit on life’s difficulties.
How many times have you wished you had someone (not a spouse, friend or
family member) that you could pour your true feelings out to confidentially?
That is what our Stephen Ministers at First Presbyterian do.
If you find yourself in this position, or if you know someone who is hurting and needs a Christian friend, please
call the church or Dana Halliday. Danahalliday1@charter.net; 864 237-0330. We can help!

Want to become a Stephen Minister? Let us know! New Class starting August 5th.
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JUNE 9 - 13, 2019
RISING 4K - 6TH GRADE

Register now at www.fpcspartanburg.org/vbs or pick-up a
form in the church office. Registration ends May 17.
Want to volunteer? Contact Molly Jones at mollyjones01@gmail.com
First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
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