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Dear Friends:

I have been teaching Paul’s letter to 
the Galatians on Wednesday eve-
nings during WAF. In the letter, Paul 
reminds us that our relationship with 
God is based on one thing and one 
thing alone: God’s grace poured out 
for us through the life, death, and res-
urrection of Jesus. Our life with God 
is a gift. There is nothing we can do to 
earn it or deserve it. God does for us 
what we cannot do for ourselves. God 
sets us free from the power of sin and 
death. God gives us the Holy Spirit 
so that we may live with one anoth-
er as children of God. More than that, 
we may live for one another. Being a 
Christian is not a solitary endeavor. 
Paul says that we are to “bear one 
another’s burdens and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.” The law of Christ is the 
commandment to love God and to 
love one another. 

The word burden gives me pause. 
A burden is something that weighs 
heavily upon us. It is often something 
that is too heavy to carry alone for 
long. As we enter the second year 
of the pandemic, we have all been 
forced to carry unexpected burdens. 
Educating children and youth has 
been a challenge. Doing business has 
been difficult. Holding the family to-
gether has been tough. Losing loved 
ones has broken our hearts. Congre-
gational life and worship have been 
disrupted. 

When we know what God has done 
for us, how God’s grace has given us 
a new foundation for living, and how 
God’s Spirit has empowered us, then 
we are set free to love one another. 
God has lifted our burdens so that we 
may bear one another’s burdens. In 
Christ, we find our neighbor’s burden 
to be something we can bear in love. 

Therefore, we comfort the grieving, 
feed the hungry, teach the children, 
pray for the sick, and work for justice.  

In May, our Confirmands will make 
their professions of faith and our 
High School Seniors will be recog-
nized at the Baccalaureate Service. 
Our task as a congregation is to pray 
for them, encourage them through 
the challenges of life, be mentors as 
they continue to grow in faith, and 
demonstrate by our example what it 
means to be a community of mutual 
love and support. When one of our 
children, youth, or young adults has 
a burden too great to carry alone, we 
will be there to carry it with them. 

Yours in Christ,

Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Interim Pastor

Photo cour tesy of Landon Hammett

“Bear  one  another’s  burdens ,  and in  thi s  way  you wi l l  fu l f i l l  the  law o f  Chri s t .”  (Galat ians  6 :2) 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FPC	

Women's Connection

Women's Connection

You won’t want to miss this event led by New York Times bestselling author 
Jen Hatmaker, Rev. Dr. Frances Taylor Gench, and Rev. Dr. Alice Ridgell!

 
The first 20 women to sign up for this extraordinary conference will receive a deeply

discounted weekend, including half off of registration, housing, and meals!
Registration should be made through the church to receive these benefits.

 
Lodging and meals will be in the heart of Montreat at the William Black Lodge.

 
FPC Comprehensive Rate : $200

Includes registration, double-occupancy room, meals
Secure your spot with Shannon Hutcheson at shutcheson@fpcspartanburg.org

 

 
More information about the conference  can be found at www.montreat.org/events/wc2021. Jen Hatmaker

Montreat Conference Center

Dr. Frances Taylor Gench

Dr. Alice Ridgill

August 13-15, 2021
Word Wise: Encountering the Word that Draws Us In and Sends Us Out.

Before After

OUR MARQUEE RECEIVED A FACELIFT!OUR MARQUEE RECEIVED A FACELIFT!  

An Update from Your Pastor Nominating Committee 
Your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has been meeting weekly since the end of January. After completing 
essential steps for an official pastoral search within PCUSA guidelines, we are well underway with the task of re-
viewing credentials of pastoral candidates, checking biographical information, and watching sermons and worship 
services. We are still building the pool of prospective candidates, and wish to remind all First Presbyterian members 
that word of mouth remains one of the most successful paths to discovering outstanding potential pastors for our 
congregation. We welcome your referrals of pastors around the country whom you may know or know about; if you 
have names you’d like for us to consider, please visit fpcspartanburg.org/pnc, and click on “Email the PNC.”  

We also covet your prayers and ask for your patience, as the process of finding our next pastor will take many 
months. For now, our flock is in excellent hands with Pastor Lewis Galloway and our excellent pastoral team. Please 
give them your full support as well. We look forward to reporting on our progress in the near future. 

First Presbyterian Church Pastor Nominating Committee 
David Beacham, Chair 
Bert Barre                        Randall Chambers  Molly Colbath  Suzy Cole 
Harriet Ike                        Whit Kennedy  Craig Kocisko  Carter Smith

ECHOES
Elder Caregivers Helping Others and Encouraging Self

May 13, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Zoom
 

Please register with Joanie Shackleton at
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org 
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SUNDAY, MAY 2
Confirmation Sunday

Communion

SUNDAY, MAY 9
Mother's Day

SUNDAY, MAY 16
Baccalaureate Sunday

SUNDAY, MAY 23
Pentecost

 

Worship with us at either 8:45am or
11:00am in the Sanctuary. We encourage

you to wear red and join us for a
Pentecost Party in the FLC Parking Lot
after the 11am service for food trucks

and fellowship!

SUNDAY, MAY 30
Worship as One

11am in the Sanctuary 

8:45am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
8:45am - MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)

10:00am - Sunday School
11:00am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

In Genesis 12, God tells Abraham, “I will bless you. You will be a blessing and all peoples on Earth
will be blessed through you.” Blessed to be a Blessing. What a powerful statement! What a way
to live one’s life.  

Beyond a doubt, I am blessed by God. I don’t deserve it, and yet I am graced. To that end, I am
called to give back; to share my time, energy, financial resources, and heart with others. I give
because it brings me joy to live out this calling from God. My gifts support our mission to share
Christ’s love with our members, our community, and our world. That makes me happy! Whether
providing coats for those in need, fellowshipping with our brothers and sisters in Cuba, delivering
communion to our members unable to attend services, listening to our children sing, hearing
Marcia play the organ, or participating in worship, I am filled with joy. Through giving, I not only
experience these blessings, I play a role in their permanence. I empower them. In that, there is joy!

Your gifts make a difference. Give to the 2021 Operating Fund online at fpcspartanburg.org/give.

Why I Give

B Y  C H E R Y L  L A N G

Tuesday, May 4
10:30 a.m. via Zoom

Our book for this month is Varina 
by Charles Frazier. 

All are invited to attend. You do not 
have to be a member of FPC to participate. 
To receive the Zoom link, please contact 
receptionist@fpcspartanburg.org. 

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10am!
Sunday School

Children
Nursery: 6 months-3 years in Room C105

Preschool: Room C110
Elementary: Room C201

Children's Worship (11am): Room C207

Youth
Middle and High School students will meet together in the 

High School Room

Adults
Bible Alive!: Room 2208 (Zoom Option Available)

Christian Perspectives: Room C212
 

Faith Driven & Young Adults: Gather in Room C210 for a 
time of fellowship and reconnecting

 

LIFT: Fogartie Hall
 

Open Class: Room 2216
 

Purnell Fellowship Class: Purnell Room
Combined Adult Zoom Class

 

Visit our website for Zoom links!

s u m m e r  s i z z l e ss u m m e r  s i z z l e ss u m m e r  s i z z l e s
STAY TUNED FOR DETAILS!



RECREATION NEWS

T H E  G Y M  H A ST H E  G Y M  H A S
R E O P E N E D !R E O P E N E D !

Monday through Thursday
9:00am-1:00pm and 5:00pm-8:00pm

 
Friday

9:00am-5:00pm

Masks wi l l  be required at  al l
t imes in  the FLC ( in compliance

with COVID Committee advice)

Thursdays
12:00 noon
Activity Room (FLC)

Instructor :
Leslie Lehman

 

Masks required

1-on-1 sessions by request 
if classes don't work 
for your schedule. 

Contact Colleen Darrall at
cdarrall@fpcspartanburg.org!

PRIVATE WORKOUTS

Free and open to all ages
Every Mon/Wed/Fri 

7:15 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.
 

Duration: 30-45 minutes
Classes can be done in your
living room! We will utilize

dumbbells and bodyweight
exercises.

GROUP CLASSES
IN-PERSON OR ZOOM

6-7PM
PROGRAMS

May 12

Breakfast for Dinner! Bacon, Sausage, Cheese

Omelet, French Toast Sticks with Syrup, & Fresh

Fruit Salad

MAY  DINNER  MENU

5-6PM

May 19

Lemon Chicken Piccata Grilled

Strips, Cheesy Mashed Potatoes,

Vegetable of the Day, Roll, &

Dessert

Kid's Menu

Chicken Fingers with dipping 

sauce, Tater Tots, 

Applesauce, & Dessert

CHILDREN: Join Mrs. Marcia,

Mrs. Colleen, and Mrs. Holly

for Bible, Music, and

Recreation! 

YOUTH: A time of fellowship 

and Bible Study

ADULTS: "Count it all Joy: A study of Paul's

letter to the Philippians" led by Dr. Lewis

Galloway in Fogartie Hall 

FPCSPARTANBURG .ORG /WAF

PREORDER  DINNER  AT

$8 FOR ADULTS

$7 FOR SENIORS (AGES 55+)

$5 FOR CHILDREN

May 5

Greek Chicken, Roasted Greek Potatoes,

Spanakopita, Greek Salad, Roll, & Dessert

Kid's Menu

Mini-Corn Dogs, Tater Tots, Applesauce, & Dessert

PAGE 4
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SERVE Following	the	Biblical	command	to	love	our	neighbors,	First	Pres	strives	to	care	for	our	fellow	citizens	in	ways	that	truly	make	a	difference	and	spreads	God’s	love.

LOVEYS PROJECT EXPANDEDLOVEYS PROJECT EXPANDEDLOVEYS PROJECT EXPANDED
Crafters from First Presbyterian Church have been creative with phase 3 of The Lovey Project. Because older children
are being served in this phase, we have adapted the name to "Just for You." With the completion of phase 3, more than
240 children will have received a gift to show support and encouragement from First Presbyterian Church members.

Students at Cleveland Academy of Leadership, Drayton Mills Elementary School, and The Hope Center for Children will
receive Nike socks along with painted rocks of encouragement for the boys. The girls will receive handmade bracelets in
beautiful cloth bags. One hundred thirty three items will be distributed to the three agencies for distribution to
students in hard places. Only the socks have been purchased; the remaining materials were donated.

A special thanks to the generous, creative, and industrious crafters for phase three: Cathy Bagwell, Margaret Blanton,
Kathryn Bridges, Katherine Burns, Marsha Calvert, Toria Murray, Sally Owen, Patricia Webster, and Carolyn Wynn.

The FPC Local Missions Committee is supporting this project.

LOCAL MISSION GRANTS:LOCAL MISSION GRANTS:  
YOUR OPERATING BUDGET CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCEYOUR OPERATING BUDGET CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

At the onset of the pandemic, Children's Advocacy Center quickly made the shift to begin providing tele- mental health services
to therapy clients, despite the gap in funding for these services. While Medicaid now provides some reimbursement for tele-
mental health, the reimbursement amount does not cover the full cost of providing these services. The funding from First
Presbyterian Church was essential in offsetting the gap in funding for these critical services. 
 
During 2020, the Children’s Advocacy Center launched a virtual caregiver support and education group. They hope to resume
the in-person group when it is safe to do so, although they also hope to continue to offer tele-health mental services to reduce
certain barriers to treatment, such as transportation. 

A total of 34 children benefitted from the grant funding from First Presbyterian Church, and based on their survey data, 92% of
them showed improvement in PTSD symptoms. Local mission grants are funded out of the annual operating budget. This is
just one of the many ways First Presbyterian Church serves our community through the Children’s Advocacy Center with your
faithful giving. Thank you! 

A NOTE ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER OF SPARTANBURG, CHEROKEE, AND UNION 

Sunday, May 16, 2021

8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Family Life Center Parking Lot

Covid Antibody Testing will be offered to those that have had or suspect

they have had Covid-19 as well as those who have received a Covid-19

vaccine. 

A $20 charitable donation will be made to First Pres for every blood donor!

Contact Beth Cecil at bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org to make an appointment. 

Masks are required.
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam
 

I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.       John 11:25

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Phillip Glover, on the death of his father, LeRoy Dempsey Glover; and
Eddie Murray, on the death of his mother, Alta Colleen Dixon Murray.

Births 
Congratulations to:

Laura and Baker Boles, on the birth of their daughter, Eleanor “Ellie” Baker Boles, born Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 
Baptisms

The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:
Theodore “Teddy” Calvin Zimmerman, son of Hannah and Matthew Zimmerman, on March 28, 2021;

William “Will” Alexander Chapman, son of Brooke and Alex Chapman, on April 10, 2021; and
Alice Monroe Pinilla, daughter of Tara and Joe Pinilla, on April 11, 2021.

Weddings
Congratulations to:

Mr. and Mrs. William “Bill” Carl Mayrose (Sandra Cowan Pemberton), who were married on March 20, 2021.

(THROUGH APRIL 15,  2021)

Wendy Renee Burger Missita
Monday, April 5, 2021
Wife of Brett Missita

David Edward Tate
Thursday, April 8, 2021
Husband of Betty Tate
Father of Brian Tate

Memorial & TributeMemorial & Tribute
Floral ArrangementsFloral Arrangements

in the Sanctuaryin the Sanctuary
SUNDAYS AVAILABLE

IN JUNE, JULY, &

AUGUST 2021

 For further information, contact
LeAnne Thurmond at (864) 621-0213 or

leanne.thurmond@gmail.com

Welcome our NeW members!

Ruthie Bailey Elizabeth Duncan Scott and Kathy
Girouard

Joseph McCown

Not Pictured
Alice Lominack
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Confirmation with Pastor Leslie

Middle School Girls Bible Study

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY

MAY 16, 11 AM

A service to honor our graduates.
More information coming!

CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY

SUNDAY, MAY 2

11 AM SANCTUARY

Plesae join us in welcoming this year's Confirmands as
members of First Presbyterian Church!

Youth Events - May '21

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

End of the Year Lake Party
Sunday, May 23 from 5 - 7 pm at the home of
Kamran and Natalie Popkin. This will be our only
Sunday Night Youth gathering for the month of
May! More details coming...
Wednesday Night Youth
FLC High School Room, 5 - 6 pm for 6 - 12
graders

Rising 10th graders - current HS Seniors
 

WE'RE GOING TO
MONTREAT!

 

"Called to Connect" Youth
Conference

July 25 - 31 (Wk 5)
Total Cost - $400

Deposit of $100 due by April 30
 

Contact Robert or Carrie for more info!

 

JOIN US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!JOIN US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!
Beginning April 25, join us for Sunday School, Children’s Worship (11am)

and Nursery in the Clark Building! We will have two classrooms for Sunday
School (9:45-10:45), and our nursery will be open (9:30 – 12:00) for

children 6 months through 3 years. Our room numbers are listed below:
 

Preschool Sunday School - C110
Elementary Sunday School – C201

Nursery – C105
Children’s Worship – C207

S t a y  t u n e d

f o r  d e t a i l s !

HangoutsHangouts

SummerSummer

W I TH  HOL L Y

Would your 

4th or 5th

grader like to

read scripture

in our Worship

Services?

PLEASE CONTACT 

HOLLY BANNAN!
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Are you ready to deepen your faith as a family this summer? This year, FPC is excited to announce a

“family camp” style VBS!  Based on Orange’s VBS, we bring you “FOCUS: FPC Family Experience” for

Summer 2021. From 5:30-7:30pm, we will have dinner on the lawn, opening break-out sessions (children,

youth, and adult), family-bible/activity time, then have a closing time together. This experience is

designed for children and youth to experience together with one or more adults from their families. This

means one parent, both parents, a grandparent, etc. can attend with the children/youth. There is no cost

for FOCUS. You can purchase t-shirts and dinner, but both are optional. To register and see Q&A about

this year's exciting Family VBS, visit fpcspartanburg.org/vbs2021!

For more questions, please reach out to Lee Shirley (VBS chair) or 

Holly Bannan (Director of Children’s Ministry).


