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Worship 
Schedule

Chapel Worship 
8:45 am 

Morning Song (Fogartie Hall) 
8:45 am 

Sanctuary Worship 
11:00 am 

Worship - November 6
All SAintS’ DAy

Communion  
Jason Moore (MS)

Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)

Worship - November 13
youth SunDAy

Youth will lead worship in 
all three services

Worship - November 20
Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS & S)

Jason Moore (C)

Worship - November 27
FirSt SunDAy oF ADvent

Rev. Christi O. Brown (MS & S)
Rev. L. Craig Foster (C)

In 2003 Bill Arthur, who was at that time Interim Senior Pastor here, helped 
begin a fund-raising effort to acquire a fine piano for Fogartie Hall, which 
was being converted from a multi-purpose building to a dedicated meeting 
and dining space as part of  the capital campaign that gave us our Family Life 
Center. Several events in the life of  the church slowed the project down, but 
his vision became a reality in 2006 with the arrival of  a beautiful Steinway 
“B”. We held a dedication service for the new piano in late January of  that 
year, and Bill returned to First Pres to lead it.

Fast forward all the way to 2016, where very recently the Worship Committee 
approved the transfer of  memorial money to complete the funding for a 
Steinway B for our sanctuary. Much of  that money was given in memory of  
Bill, who passed away in 2014. And so, we have come full circle. Bill loved 
music, and took great joy in playing the piano. He was in on the beginning of  
the process that ended with a Steinway in Fogartie Hall, and money inspired 
by his spirit served to complete the funding for a Steinway in our sanctuary. 
What a great tribute to a great man. He would be very pleased!

And yet, as I compose this letter I can almost hear Bill, over my shoulder, 
saying “Wait a minute! There’s much more to this story.” And so there is. I 
won’t be able to think of  everything Bill would or say it as well as he could, 
but here are a few thoughts:

It is another chapter in a long, inspiring, and ongoing narrative of  a church 
that cares enough to do its very best for God. This congregation could have 
built a much smaller sanctuary in 1926. It could have built a far less exquisite 
chapel in 1955. It could have left out the very expensive tunnel under Chestnut 
Street in 1983. It could have not raised $3,000,000 and essentially given it 
away to support Mobile Meals in 2000. But it did all of  these things. When 
we decided to try for a Steinway in Fogartie Hall, one of  our members who 
made a donation in memory of  his mother told me “It’s the only piano mama 
would think is good enough for the church.” Continued on page 2...

*Pictured above is the first grade 
class receiving their Storybook Bibles. 
The Bibles were presented during 
the Sunday School hour on Sunday, 
October 16. The Bible stories selected 
for this book form the foundation 
of  our Sunday morning children’s 
curriculum. We hope families will use 
it to enhance and reinforce content 
presented each week. 



Sunday, December 4 ~ 3:00 pm ~ Social Hall
The Advent Celebration will help prepare hearts and homes for 
this season of  waiting, wonder, and expectation. Join us for this 
food-free event of  storytelling, singing and crafting designed 
especially for children and their parents. Make a 
simple advent wreath or a gift to give, and hear 
the nativity stories which sustain us on our journey 
to Christmas. Come when you can, leave when 
you need to. Questions may be directed to Beth 
    Burris: 583-4531/bburris@fpcspartanburg.org.

Family Advent Celebration

November Selection
A Question of  Mercy by Elizabeth Cox
Jess Booker, on the run and alone, leaves the comfort of  home, 
walking through woods and hitching rides to escape the decision 
made by her family and one made by herself.  When Jess lost 
her mother to leukemia, her father married a woman with a 
brain-damaged teenage son, Adam. Though Jess resists any 
relationship with Adam, he wins her heart through kindness 
and his ability to forgive.  As this blended family finds harmony, 
an impossible choice is forced upon them.  

 Tuesday, November 1, 2016
The William Arthur Center 

on Kennedy Street
Come at 10:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m.

The BBC is open to all interested persons 
even those who haven’t read this book. 

With Kirk H. Neely

It is the story of  people of  all ages, some 
musicians and some music appreciators, 
who gave to make beautiful pianos for both 
Fogartie Hall and the sanctuary possible. 
Children have given their pennies, adults 
have given generously out of  their resources, 
folks who don’t have a lot of  change to spare 
but wanted to show their support have all 
contributed. People “bought” keys in honor 
of  their children or grandchildren who are 
studying piano, or in memory of  loved ones 
who they know would have been excited about 
these projects.

It is, perhaps above all, the story of  the 
people who have played and will play these 
instruments, the blessing that playing will bring 
to others, and the surprising movement of  the 
Spirit. The dedication service for the Fogartie 
Steinway deliberately featured performers 
of  all ages and abilities. We wanted to make 
sure everyone understood that the Steinway in 
the Family Life Center belonged to the entire 
church family. We believed and hoped it would 
be a continuing blessing, but we were not at 
the time sure exactly how that might happen. 
None of  us could have predicted that the piano 
would become a centerpiece of  our thriving 
MorningSong service, but clearly God knew! 
And likewise, we can’t predict whose fingers 
on our new sanctuary Steinway will provide 
the next great blessing for our congregation 
and our community, but we know in the years 
and decades ahead it will happen, over and 
over and over. And, for myself, I’ll picture Bill 
smiling in heaven every time it does.
  Peace,

  Holt Andrews

Continued from page 1...

Unto Us
A SON IS GIVEN

2016 ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 Sign-up now to receive the Advent 
Devotions by email or watch for print 
copies around the church. To sign-up, 
register  at http://eepurl.com/bqtMS9 
or scan the QR code.  2

We are Hosting the 
2016 Community 

Thanksgiving Service
tuesday, november 22 
6:30pm - sanctuary 

Invite your family and friends to this Worship Service 
that provides an opportunity for the community to 
gather together to collectively give thanks. A reception 
will be held immediately following the service in 
Fogartie Hall. This annual event brings together clergy 
and congregations from numerous churches and is 
open to all!  



FPC WOMEN’S RETREAT
New Wineskins
JANUARY 27-29, 2017 - THE COVE - ASHEVILLE, N.C.

SPACE FOR NEW WINESKINS
The month of  January is a time for looking backward and forward. Join new and old friends 
as the Rev. Katherine Smith leads us in a time of  learning, creativity, rejuvenation, and rest. 
We’ll explore Jesus’ admonition to make space for new wineskins in our personal lives, our 
work, and our church. Whether you’re an artist or an executive, a mom with young children 
or a retiree, this retreat will have something for everyone to enjoy.

REV. KATHERINE SMITH
The Rev. Katherine Smith currently serves as Assistant Dean for Admissions, Vocation, and 
Stewardship at Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, TN. An ordained Teaching Elder, Kath-
erine is happily living out her call to lead others in vocational discernment and theological imag-
ination. She is married to Bart Smith and they have two daughters, Ellie (5) and Evelyn (3). 

REGISTRATION & PRICING
Pricing includes lodging and four meals, 
and is dependent upon occupancy: 
Single occupancy: $340, Double 
occupancy: $260, Triple occupancy: $235, 
Quadruple occupancy: $225. Early bird 
registration ends December 16, after prices 
increase by $30.

To register, return the from to the right 
to Katie Resumovic in the church office. 
Register online at fpcspartanburg.org/
events/wr. 

A great Christmas gift!
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Name:__________________________________________________

Email:__________________________________________________  

WOMEN’S RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM

Check One:
____ Single Occupancy ($340)   ____ Triple Occupancy ($235)

____ Double Occupancy ($260)  ____ Quadruple Occupancy ($225)

Please list roommates: ______________________________________
_________________________________________________________
____ Please place me with roommates

Special Needs (accessibility, dietary  needs): ___________________
_________________________________________________________
Return form and payment to Katie Resumovic in the church office.


All Saints’ Day
On Sunday, November 6, we will observe 
All Saints’ Day as a Church Family. During 
each worship service, we will remember 
and read the names of  each church member 
who died in the last year. As we recall their 
witness, let us also pray for comfort for those 
who love and miss them. In the Sanctuary, 
we will recess to the Columbarium at the 
close of  each service.

Women’s Ministry Circle Meetings
Circle 2 & 4: 
Monday, November 14 
2:00 p.m. - Small Private 
Dining Room
Circle 3: 
Monday, November 14 
10:30 a.m. - Church Parlor
Circle 5: 
Monday, November 14 
10:30 a.m. - Purnell Room

Circle 7:  
Tuesday, November 8 at 
10:00 a.m.
The Arthur Center
Circle 9: 
Saturday, November 19  
10:00 a.m. 
The Piedmont Club

Circle 11: 
Monday, November 14 
10:30 a.m. Hostess: Rosemary 
Roberts, 209 Arbor Rd, 
Spartanburg SC 29307
Circle 12: 
Monday, November 21  
5:30 p.m. Hostess: Melissa 
France, 11 Cateswood Dr, 
Spartanburg SC 29302



November 
2016

This Month @ FPC

Tuesday, November 1
9:15 a.m. Tickled Pink
10:30  a.m. BBC with Kirk H. Neely
12:00  p.m.  Adult Bible Study: Theology of  MLK
6:15  p.m. Handbells
7:00  p.m. BBC with Kirk H. Neely

Wednesday, November 2
10:00 a.m. Christians in the Making
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs
5:30 p.m.  Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)

Thursday, November 3
9:30 a.m. First Steps in Music
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:00  p.m.  Adult Bible Study: Theology of  MLK
12:30 p.m. Men’s Small Group

Friday, November 4
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, November 6
8:00 a.m. Genesis Choir
8:30 a.m. Blood Drive
8:45  a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) 
8:45  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45  a.m. Sunday School
11:00  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
5:00  p.m. Youth Real Life
5:15 p.m. First Steps in Music

Monday, November 7
12:00  p.m. Officer Prayer Lunch

Tuesday, November 8
9:15 a.m. Tickled Pink
10:30 a.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 7
12:00  p.m.  Adult Bible Study: Theology of  MLK
6:00 p.m. 2nd Tuesday Neighborhood Meal Ministry
6:15  p.m. Handbells

Wednesday, November 9
10:30 a.m. Christians in the Making
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs
5:30 p.m.  Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)
7:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday, November 10
9:30 a.m. First Steps in Music
12:00  p.m.  Adult Bible Study: Peace

Friday, November 11
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Saturday, November 12
30 Hour Famine Youth Lock-in

Sunday, November 13
30 Hour Famine Youth Lock-in
8:00 a.m. Genesis Choir
8:45  a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) 
8:45  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45  a.m. Sunday School
11:00  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
5:15  p.m. First Steps in Music
6:00 p.m.  Chamber Singers

Monday, November 14
10:30  a.m. Woman’s Ministry Circle 3, 5 & 11
2:00  p.m. Woman’s Ministry Circle 2 & 4

Tuesday, November 15
9:15 a.m. Tickled Pink
12:00  p.m.  Adult Bible Study: Theology of  MLK
5:00 p.m. 3rd Tuesday Neighborhood Meal Ministry
6:15  p.m. Handbells

Wednesday, November 16
10:30 a.m. Christians in the Making
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs
5:30 p.m.  Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)

Thursday, November 17
9:30 a.m. First Steps in Music
12:00  p.m.  Adult Bible Study: Theology of  MLK
12:30  p.m.  Men’s Small Group

Friday, November 18
6:30  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
7:00  a.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Saturday, November 19 
10:00  a.m.  Women’s Ministry Circle 9
10:00 am Chamber Singers

Sunday, November 20
8:45  a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) 
8:45  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45  a.m. Sunday School
11:00  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
12:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting

Monday, November 21
10:00  a.m. Prayer Shawl
10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Guild
5:30 p.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 12
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Tuesday, November 22
4:00 p.m. White Oak Communion
6:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday Neighborhood Meal Ministry
6:30  p.m. Spartanburg Community 
  Thanksgiving Service

Wednesday, November 23
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, November 24
Church Facilities Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

Friday, November 25
Church Facilities Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

Sunday, November 27
8:45  a.m. MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) 
8:45  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45  a.m. Sunday School
11:00  a.m. Worship (Sanctuary) 

Tuesday, November 29
5:30  p.m. Combined Session/Deacon Meeting
6:15  p.m. Handbells

Wednesday, November 30
12:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs
5:30 p.m.  Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)

Fitness 
Center

Monday-Thursday 6am-9pm, 
Friday 6am-5pm 

Saturday 8am-12pm, 
Sunday 2pm-6pm

*The Gym and Fitness Center will be 
closed on November 24 & 25 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.

middle school lunches
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eleCtion DAy PrAyer
Chapel - November 7 & 8

The chapel is open daily from 9am-5pm 
through the week. This year on Monday, 
November 7, and Tuesday, November 8, 
there will be a short pamphlet with prayer 
suggestions to help guide us in prayer 
before exercising our privilege to vote. 

 
Contact Colleen 

McCullough 
for more details

864-208-2309/
cmccullough@

fpcspartanburg.org

 * Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut.

Xtreme Boot Camp 
No Boot Camp - November 21-25
M,W & F - 7:15, 8:15 & 9:15 am - Track

Tues & Thurs - 12:15 pm - Track
Member Pick Up BASKETBALL 

Wed - 7:30-9 pm

COMMUNITY OPEN GYM 
BASKETBALL 

Monday & Friday at 1-3:00 pm
Yoga Class

Mon & Wed - 8:15 am - Activity Room
Tues - 11 am - Activity Room

Can you help CoaCh 
a BasketBall team? 

Wednesday Nov. 2: 
Boiling Springs & Rainbow Lake Middle
Friday Nov. 11: 
Spartanburg Day School
Friday Nov. 18: 
McCraken Middle School
Wednesday Nov. 30: 
Dawkins Middle School



Scribe of Death

Evensong
November 2 & 30 ~ 5:15 pm ~ Chapel 

Evening Prayer
November 9 & 16 ~ 5:15 pm ~ Chapel

Scribe of Death
November 2 & 9 ~ 6:30 pm ~ Chapel

Sabbatical Reflections with Craig Foster
November 9 ~ 6:30pm ~ Purnell Room 

Dominican Republic Presentation
November 16 ~ 6:30pm ~ Chapel

Christmas at FPC
November 30 ~ 6:30 pm ~ Sanctuary

This Month @ WAF

The Sanctuary Guild will present the history and 
meaning of  some of  our Christmas traditions with 
an emphasis on the Chrismon Tree. There will be 
patterns and instructions you can use to make 
Chrismon ornaments for your tree at home.

Wednesday November 2 & 30
5:15 - 6:00 pm ~ Chapel

november 2, 9, 16 & 30

November 2  
Salad Bar, Pork Loin, Seasoned Wild Rice, 
Carrot Soufflé, Bread, Dessert 

November 9 
Salad Bar, Baked Jerk Chicken, Roasted 
Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, Bread, 
Dessert

November 16 
Breakfast Buffet with lots of  Homemade 
Goodies and Fresh Fruit Bar! 

November 30  
Salad Bar, Pulled Pork, Baked Beans, Slaw, 
Bread and Dessert 

Children’s Corner Cafe Menu: Chicken 
Tenders w/Dipping Sauce, Mac N Cheese 
and Fruit.

Dinner Menu
5:00-6:15 p.m.

Dinner reservations can be made by calling the 
church office (583-4531) or on our website prior to 

noon on Monday. See the pink card in the 
Friendship Pad in the Sanctuary for 

additional information.

The dinner cost is $7 for Adults and 
Youth (12 and older), $6 for Seniors (55 
and over), $4 for Children with a limit 
of $20 per family of 4 or more. 

Programming @ 
Every WAF

6:30-7:15
CRC - Christian Recreation for Children  
Nursery Care (Starting at 6:15) Gym

Sit ‘N Stitch - FLC Lobby  

Wednesday Walkers  
Walking Track

Dessert & Devos  
Middle School Room 

While working at the Public Library, Elder Winnie 
Walsh indexed some 50 years of  obituaries. She has 
developed definite ideas about what makes a good 
obit. Join the Scribe of  Death, as she is known, for 
two evenings at WAF. On Nov. 2 Winnie will take a 
light-hearted look at obituaries, past and present. 
On Nov. 9 she will lead a more serious examination of  tips for writing 
your own obituary and ways to help the church in planning your funeral.

Christmas at FPC

November 2 & 9 - Chapel - 6:30 pm

november 30 ~ sanctuary ~ 6:30 pm
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
CLINIC UPDATE

Ken Potter, Construction Manager for Solid 
Rock International’s new clinic, will be at FPC on 

Wednesday, November 16, at 6:30pm in the Chapel. Ken will share with 
us about his work in the DR and give an update on construction progress.

November 9 . Purnell Room . 6:30pm
Come hear what Craig learned during his sabbatical in May & June. 

Sabbatical Reflections 
with Craig Foster 



Pastoral Concerns
Christian sympathy is extended to 
Mr. Alfred Sahian on the death of  his sister; Valentina 
Davidson;

Mr. Jerry Gadus, on the death of  his mother; Yong Sun 
Pak Gadus.

The Sacrament of Baptism was extended to 
Elliott Elizabeth Pruitt, daughter of  David and Erin Pruitt 
on Sunday, September 25;

William Russell MacPhail, son of  Timothy and Jennifer 
MacPhail on Sunday, October 16;

Asher Jordan Shaine, son of  Leonard and Sarah Shaine 
on Sunday, October 16.

Congratulations to: 
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Hampton Lindsey, III (Meredith Brooks 
Verticchio) who were married on Saturday, September 24;

Will and Lee Shirley  on the birth of their daughter, Carroll 
Chambers Shirley, born on Monday, September 12;

Kyle and Carlson Clelland  on the birth of their daughter, 
Harriet Hathaway Clelland, born on Monday, September 19;

Tim and Hillary Brock  on the birth of their son, Cooper 
Austin Brock, born on Thursday, October 13.

Pastoral Care On-Call System: 
If  you have a pastoral emergency after 5:00 p.m. during the 
week or anytime over the weekend, please call 208-2142. 
The message will be sent to the pastoral care team and 
your call will be returned as soon as possible. For pastoral 
needs for our youth, contact Jason Moore (804-9244).

Prepared October 17, 2016

Welcome Our New Members

Bryanna Evans David Bulman

To RSVP, contact Joanie Shackleton (jshackleton@
fpcspartanburg.org /208-2132) by Tuesday, December 1.

Tuesday, December 6
11:30 a.m. in Fogartie Hall

J.O.Y. 
Fellowship 
Christmas 
Luncheon

Jan Smith Joan Gibson

Blood Drive 
Sunday, November 6 - 8:30am-1:30pm

Gym and FLC parking lot
One donation of  your blood can save three lives. 
To make an appointment to donate, contact Beth 
Cecil (208-2136/bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org)

Walk-ins are welcome!  

Safety Tip of 
the Month
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Learn what steps to take if  an 
emergency occurs during wor-
ship. Look for the new neon 
yellow cards in the Hymnals 
(Sanctuary and Chapel) or
Friendship Pads (Fogartie). Read them now. Remember 
    to refer to them if  an emergency does occur.

Annual White Gifts Service
“Go Tell it on the Mountain”

Wednesday, December 7 
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

This 45 minute service is for all ages and will feature our 
children’s choirs and youth. Bring gifts (wrapped in white) 
to distribute to children at Thornwell Children’s Home. 
You may also make donation to Thornwell at the service.

Gift ideas include craft items, legos, sports equipment, 
clock radios and puzzles. For a complete list go to our 
webiste at www.fpcspartanburg.org/events/whitegifts.



We will be celebrating the Thanksgiving season with a 
traditional Thanksgiving Feast. Thank you to the Leo Club 
of Boiling Springs High School for volunteering to serve.  

Meal Donations: turkey, stuffing, macaroni and cheese, 
green beans, bread, fresh fruit, and desserts. Donations: 
individually wrapped food items and canned foods, 
toilet tissue, book bags, sleeping bags, blankets, jackets, 
hoodies, hand warmers, gloves, toboggans, and men’s 
and women’s clothes. 

Will DeLaney, Beth DeLaney, and Tina Hamilton  
908-8753/4thtuesdaysoupkitchen@gmail.com

Next meal on November 22

4th Tuesday Soup Kitchen
Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Would you like to order poinsettias for the Sanctuary in 
memory of or in honor of loved ones? Order online at www.

fpcspartanburg.org/grow/event-
registrations or fill out this form 
and send it to the church office, 
along with a check made payable to 
“First Presbyterian Church,” Attn: 
Lynise Clarke, 393 East Main St, 
Spartanburg, SC 29302. 

The cost per plant is $15.00. 
Please send in your order no later 
than Friday, December 16. You 
may pick up your plants anytime 
after the service on Sunday, 
December 25. If  you do not plan 
to do so, we would appreciate 
your giving us permission to use 
your gift for the purchase of  cut 
flowers or greenery to enhance 
our Christmas arrangement.

Order a Christmas 
Poinsettia for the Sanctuary

I would like to order:
___  Poinsettia plants at $15.00 each  Total $_______
___   I will not pick up my plants. The committee 

may use the enclosed check for cut flowers or 
greenery. I understand that my memorial names 
will be listed in the Poinsettia Booklet

Name of  person(s) to be memorialized: ________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Name of  person(s) to be honored: ______________
_________________________________________
__________________________________________
Given by: ___________________________________
____________________________________________
Acknowledge to (name and address): ______________
___________________________________________
____________________________________________



The Mission Committee is looking for an individual who 
is interested in coordinating disaster relief  efforts.    This 
individual needs to be flexible enough to take part in 
planning and coordinating efforts when disaster strikes.    
If  you have an interest, please contact Pat Tatham at 
pjtatham@charter.net for more information.

Winter Mission Trips
Haiti 

January 21-28, 2017

Dominican Republic 
Week 1 – February 4 – 11, 2017
Week 2 – February 11-18, 2017

For more information about the trips contact 
Shannon Stewart at sstewart@fpcspartanburg.org

FPC wi l l  hos t  SPIHN on November 
27 - December 4. We need volunteers are 
needed to prepare meals, visit with our 

guests and stay with them overnight at the 
church. To help, contact Alan Workman (864-

384-3749/ aworkman@gracemg.com). 

Missions

Disaster Relief Coordinator

Come visit our ‘Haitian Market Bazaar’ 
on Sunday, November 20 to benefit Haiti 
Outreach Ministries. The ‘Market’ will 

be held upstairs in the Clark building, room 2201, from 9:00 
am - 1:00 pm The bazaar will feature authentic Haitian goods, 
such as metal artwork, wooden sculptures, and handmade 
jewelry that has been brought back by previous mission teams. 
All proceeds to benefit Haiti Outreach Ministries.

HAITIAN CULTURE 
COMING TO YOU!

Shepherd’s Center Trip to the Holy Land
The Shepherd’s Center is planning a 10-day trip to 

the Holy Land in November 2017 that is open to FPC 
members. Learn more about the trip on November 1 at 

12pm in the FLC. RSVP to the informational meeting by 
contacting the Shepherd’s Center at 585-1999.
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  Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network
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alone; his situation is not unique, though I wish it was.  At any given time, there 
are probably 200-300 homeless roaming the streets of  our city. You see some 
of  them lined up outside the Soup Kitchen or sleeping on the benches of  our 
parks—that is, if  you want to see them.

It’s easy to look away, or write them off, especially if  the limited exposure we’ve had only serves to reinforce the 
stereotypes. The trouble is, that’s not what Jesus did. When the disciples didn’t want to be bothered by the hungry 
crowds, when they wanted to send them away, Jesus said “You give them something to eat” (Mk. 6:37).

The Youth of  First Presbyterian take this call seriously. That means that on Nov. 12-13th we’ll be fasting for thirty 
hours in order to raise money and awareness for the hungry and hurting. During this time, not only will we be pre-
paring meals for the homeless in Spartanburg, but we’ll package 10,000 meals to feed the hungry and underfed in 
countries like Haiti.

Will you join us? Are you willing to open your eyes to see the hurting in our community? Are you willing to 
share your resources so that the hungry can be fed?  
We’ve set a big goal for ourselves--$5000. It’s our 
version of  the five loaves and two fish. And while 
it isn’t enough to end the problem (for money alone 
can never do that) it is enough to make a difference.

  In Christ,
  Jason

“You give them something to eat…”
Caleb is 22 and homeless. More than once he’s 
found me perched outside the Little River Coffee 
Bar, asking if  I could spare some change. Those 
of  you who work downtown know he’s not 

To give go to www.fpcspartanburg.org/give/ways-to-give and choose “online giving.” Log into your 
Shelby Giving account and choose “30 Hour Famine” as the giving option.


