First News
November 2019

Worship
Schedule
November
Chapel
8:45 am

Morning Song
Dear Friends at FPC,
This fall, I introduced our children to Godly Play. This program, created
by Jerome Berryman, teaches children the “art of using religious language
to help them become fully aware of the mystery of God’s presence in their
lives.” The purpose is to engage our children in a different way and encourage them to “enter into the Bible story.”
We are using Godly Play during Children’s Worship every Sunday, in Weekday School Chapel on Thursdays, and occasionally at Christian Recreation
for Children on Wednesday nights. I also shared it during our churchwide
retreat this year.
In our times together, the core of our time is spent hearing the Bible story,
“wondering,” and then responding to the story. There are so many wonderful aspects of Godly Play, but I firmly believe the “Wonder” questions are
where they wrestle with the stories and grow their faith. They look forward
to the time to talk about the story - wondering “what part of this story you
like best,” “where you are in the story,” or “is there any part of the story
we can leave out and still have all the story we need?”
If you want to be blown away, come to Children’s Worship on a Sunday
morning. Watch the children as they are captivated by the stories they hear.
Listen to their hearts as they wrestle and be amazed by their imaginations
as they respond. God is moving and working in their hearts, and it’s such a
beautiful thing to witness every week.
						In Christ,

						Holly Bannan

(Fogartie Hall)
8:45 am

Sanctuary
11:00 am

November 3
All Saints’ Day
Communion

Dr. Thomas E. Evans (C & S)
Rev. Ansley Page (MS)

November 10
Orphan Sunday

Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS & S)
Rev. Leslie A. Lang (C)

November 17

Dr. Thomas E. Evans (MS & S)
Mr. J. Robert Bannan (C)

November 24
Christ the King
Sunday

Rev. Joanne R. Hull (MS & S)
Rev. L. Craig Foster (C)

First Presbyterian Church
393 E. Main St. Spartanburg, SC 29302 ~ (864) 583-4531 ~ www.fpcspartanburg.org

MUSIC NEWS

DECK THE HALLS

Holt and Marcia will be on sabbatical from
November 4, 2019-February 3, 2020. During their absence,
the music program will continue to have outstanding
leadership.

Join the Sanctuary and Flower Guilds
in decorating our beautiful church
for Advent.
Fluffing of the Wreaths

Janet Kuntz, Chancel Choir Director
Erica Pauly, Organist
Martha Bean, Children's Choir & First Steps Coordinator
Adena McDaniel, Senior Chorister's Director
Lisa Cunningham, Chamber Singers Director
Kay Maddox, Handbell Choir Director

Beginning the week of November 11, TBD

Hanging the Wreaths
Wednesday, November 27th, 10:00am

Making Fogartie Hall's Poinsettia Trees
Saturday, November 30th, 9:00am

Hanging Outside Wreaths

If you have any questions during this time, please contact
Didi Terry or Monteigne Campbell in the church office.

Saturday, November 30th, 9:00am

Decorate Chrismon Tree & Tower Room

Order a Christmas Poinsettia

Tuesday, December 3rd, 2:00pm

Decorate the Sanctuary with Candles
Tuesday, December 3rd, 2:00pm

Contact LeAnne Thurmond for additional
information and to sign up
(864) 621-0213/
leanne.thurmond@gmail.com

Would you like to order poinsettias in memory of or in honor of
loved ones? Order online at www.fpcspartanburg.org/grow/eventregistrations or fill out this form and send it to the church office,
along with a check made payable to “First Presbyterian Church,”
Attn: Lynise Clarke, 393 East Main St, Spartanburg, SC 29302.

I would like to order:
___
Poinsettia plants at $15.00 each Total $__________
___
I will not pick up my plants and the committee may
use the enclosed check for cut flowers/greenery. My
memorial names will be listed in the Poinsettia Booklet
Name of person(s) to be memorialized: ________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Name of person(s) to be honored: ______________
__________________________________________
_________________________________________
Given by: ______________________________________
_______________________________________________
Acknowledge to (name and address): _________________
______________________________________________
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The cost per plant is $15.00 and orders are due by Friday,
December 13. You may pick up your plants in Fogartie Hall
anytime after MorningSong on Sunday morning, December
22. If you do not plan to do so, we would appreciate your giving
us permission to use your gift for the purchase of cut flowers or
greenery to enhance our Christmas arrangement.

JOY Fellowship
Christmas Luncheon
WITH GUEST SPEAKER DR. KIRK NEELY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019
11:30AM
FOGARTIE HALL
Please make your reservations with
Joanie Shackleton at
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org or
208-2132 by Tuesday, November 26

Blood Sunday
Ecumenical Blood Drive

Save the
Date!

Sunday, November 3
7:30am-1:30pm

For the wedding of
Joanne Hull and
Eddie Donald

Donations by appointment.

February 22, 2020

Contact Beth Cecil at
208-2136 or
bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org

Church-wide
Invitation to Follow

Youth news

sunday night youth group
All middle and high schoolers are invited to join
us for Sunday Night Youth Group every week from
5 – 7 pm in the Family Life Center!
5:00-5:45

HS Bible Study with Robert
MS rec time (Gym) or games (Lobby)

5:45-6:15

Everyone gathers for a light supper

6:15-7:00

MS Bible Study with Robert
HS rec/game time or go home

Did you know?

We meet on Wednesday nights, too! Come hang
with us every week during WAF (Wednesdays at
First) for a mid-week recharge. Enjoy a hot meal
downstairs starting at 5:00, then head upstairs to
the large Youth Room at 6:15 for some fun and fellowship. Open to all Middle and High Schoolers.

Family Advent Celebration
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 I 12:00-2:00PM
SOCIAL HALL
There is a beautiful mystery of Christmas as we wait
and wonder in anticipation of our Savior’s birth. The
Family Advent Celebration helps us prepare our
hearts for this wonderful season.
Join us in the Social Hall immediately following our
11:00am Worship Service for a time of fellowship,
singing, and crafting, designed especially for
children and families. No reservation is required;
please come and go as you can.
If you have any questions, please contact Holly
Bannan: 583-4531 or hbannan@fpcspartanburg.org.

Tuesday, November 5

The Arthur Center
Come at 10:30 am or 7:00 pm
The Soul of America: The Battle for our Better
Angels, by Jon Meacham

Questions about diabetes? We have answers.
NOVEMBER 11

I

10AM-12PM (DROP IN) I

WILLIAM L. ARTHUR CENTER

410 EAST KENNEDY STREET, SPARTANBURG

Everyone is invited to this free community event featuring a comprehensive look at
diabetes prevention, general wellness, and nutrition. Taste chef-inspired snacks, talk to a
Registered Dietitian and Certified Diabetes Educator, learn new recipes, and meet
community resources that can help you reach your health and wellness goals.

The Endowment Advancement Committee is pleased to announce
The Black Baker Baehr Beautification Fund
Sometimes, it’s the little things that make a house a home. Really, it’s no different at our beautiful church.
For over a decade, Paula Baker has been noticing things both big and small and quietly meeting current needs and
improving the attractiveness of these buildings. The congregation, visitors, and staff have benefited from her keen eye
and careful use of funds.
Paula, a life-long member of FPC, has gone a step further for her church and has given The Black Baker Baehr
Beautification Fund to The 1843 Fund to perpetuate this important work.
“We thank Paula for her diligence in providing the church with updates and enhancements,” says Senior Pastor Tom
Evans. “We can say with confidence, ‘How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts’.”

No matter how much or how little, every gift to The 1843 Fund makes a difference.
For more information contact Craig Long at scraiglong@gmail.com or (864) 415-5491.
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This Month @ FPC
November
2019

Friday, November 1

SPIHN
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, November 3
SPIHN
7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Blood Drive
Genesis Choir
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
First Steps in Music
Sunday Night Youth Group
First Steps in Music
Chamber Singers

Tuesday, November 5
9:15
10:30
12:00
6:00
7:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Tickled Pink
BBC with Kirk H. Neely
Tues/Thurs Adult Study
Handbells
BBC with Kirk H. Neely

a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study

Friday, November 8

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, November 10
8:45
8:45
9:45
11:00
12:00
4:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Tuesday, November 12

Thursday, November 21

7:00
10:15
12:00
6:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Officer Prayer Breakfast
Women’s Circle 7
Tues/Thurs Adult Study
Neighborhood Meal Ministry
Handbells

Wednesday, November 13
10:00
10:30
12:00
5:00
5:00
7:30

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Diabetes Nutrition Expo
Christians in the Making
Men’s Bible Study
Children’s Choirs
Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)
Chancel Choir

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Courtyard Dedication
First Steps in Music

Saturday, November 16

8:45
8:45
9:45
11:00
5:00
5:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
Sunday Night Youth Group
Confirmation Session
Chamber Singers

Monday, November 25
Tues/Thurs Adult Study
White Oak Communion Service
Neighborhood Meal Ministry
Session
Handbells
Spartanburg Community
Thanksgiving Service

Advent Setup/Decorations
12:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Genesis Choir
MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
Worship (Chapel)
Sunday School
Worship (Sanctuary)
First Steps in Music
Sunday Night Youth Group
First Steps in Music
Chamber Singers

Thursday, November 28

*All Facilities Closed for Thanksgiving Holidays

Friday, November 29

*All Facilities Closed for Thanksgiving Holidays

Monday, November 18
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
5:30 p.m. Grief Support Group

Monday-Thursday 6am-9pm, Friday 6am-5pm
Saturday 8am-12pm, Sunday 2-6pm
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Sunday, November 24

Wednesday, November 27

9:00 a.m. Winter Warmth
10:00 a.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 9

Fitness Center
XTREME Boot Camp
Mon/Wed/Fri
7:15, 8:15, & 9:15 am

Christians in the Making
Heart Matters Support Group
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)
Chancel Choir

12:00 p.m. Tues/Thurs Adult Study
12:00 p.m. Bridge Class New Comers
6:00 p.m. Poverty Initiative Focus Groups

12:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
		

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Tuesday, November 26

Friday, November 15

8:00
8:45
8:45
9:45
11:00
4:30
5:00
5:15
6:00

10:30
11:30
12:00
5:00
7:30

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Tues/Thurs Adult Study
Mental Health America
ECHOES
Women’s Ministry Circle 9

Sunday, November 17

Thursday, November 7

5:30 p.m. Neighborhood Meal Ministry
6:00 p.m. Handbells

Wednesday, November 20

Veterans Day
10:00 a.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 11
10:30 a.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 3 & 5
2:00 p.m. Women’s Ministry Circle 4
6:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Supervision

12:00
12:00
12:00
4:00

Christians in the Making
Men’s Bible Study
Children’s Choirs
Wednesdays-At-First (see page 5)
Chancel Choir

Tuesday, November 19

Monday, November 11

Thursday, November 14

Wednesday, November 6
10:30
12:00
5:00
5:00
7:30

5:00 p.m. Sunday Night Youth Group
5:15 p.m. First Steps in Music
6:00 p.m. Chamber Singers

Member Pick Up
Yoga Class
Basketball
Mon/Wed at 8:15am
Wednesdays
Tues at 11:00am
7:30-9:00pm
Activity Room
Community Open Gym Basketball
Mon/Friday from 1:00-3:00pm

* Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays at 7 a.m. in the Scout Hut.

Fitness news
Soon you will see three new
Recumbent Lifecycle Exercise
Bikes in the gym! These will
offer a more comfortable
exercise experience and get-onand-go accessibility. Make sure
to try one out and let us know
how you like it!
Just for FPC Members: You could own one of the
current recumbent bikes for $200 and one
current elliptical for $300. Please contact Colleen
Darrall at cdarrall@fpcspartanburg.org to
purchase and schedule pick up.

Dinner Menu
November 6
SALAD BAR, CHICKEN CASSEROLE, CRANBERRIES, WHOLE GREEN BEANS, BREAD, DESSERT

November 13
FRUIT BAR, BREAKFAST FOR DINNER (CHOICES FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES!)

November 20
SALAD BAR, CHILI AND BAKED POTATO BAR, BREAD, DESSERT

November 27
NO WAF - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Children's Menu
CHICKEN TENDERS WITH DIPPING SAUCE, MAC 'N CHEESE, FRUIT (NO CHILDREN'S TABLE ON NOV. 13)

this month at waf
november 6// northside Redevelopment Update // bill barnet // Sanctuary

The Northside Initiative has transformed a section of Spartanburg over the past decade. The Northside
Development Group (NDG) has led this initiative, listening to Northside residents and fulfilling a collaborative plan
to revitalize the once blighted neighborhood. Join Bill Barnet, CEO and Board Chair of NDG, to learn about the
progress and future plans of the Northside.

November 13 // solid rock international // joe zimmerman // sanctuary

Joe Zimmerman and his wife Shannon oversee the various programs and ministries in the Dominican
Republic. Before working stateside for Solid Rock International, they served for two and a half years as
Guesthouse Administrators in San Juan de la Maguana. Join Joe, the Executive Director of Solid Rock
International, and hear about the work being done through the organization in the Dominican Republic.

November 20 // Enriching Advent // Craig Foster // Purnell room

Advent is an important time in the church year when we learn to wait and watch for the coming of Christ. But
too often it simply gets absorbed into the business of the holidays. Come explore how we can cultivate peace
amid the craziness and find the God for whom we have been searching and waiting.

at every waf

weekly sermon bible study // Perrin Room

Led by Dr. Tom Evans, this is a time of prayer and fellowship before we dive into the text (based on the sermon 10
days from the study date). Together, we explore the passage and wrestle over what it means for our lives today.

christian recreation for children (crc) // gym
sit 'n stitch // flc lobby
wednesday walkers // walking track
youth wednesday night fellowship // middle school room
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Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
~2 Corinthians 9:6-7

God has blessed us all with many talents and unique gifts,
each providing an opportunity to be thankful givers and
stewards to God. God really doesn’t ask for much – as the
word tithe literally means 10%! Our blessings are a means
to give back, yes, but also a way that our faith will grow
with the prayerful expectation of God’s blessing. We give,
and then prayerfully watch as God gives back, then give
more and prayerfully watch, and on and on and on it goes.
Sow generously and prayerfully watch as God multiplies it
just as he did the loaves and fishes and innumerable other
gifts throughout the world. Giving is not a debt you owe.
It’s a seed you sow. When you give back generously and
thankfully what God has already planted in your hand,
God will supply you with so much more. God does this
not only because that is who God is, but also because that
is what God wants us to be like.
So this stewardship season, remember these four laws of
God’s blessing as you consider your pledge:
1. Our blessings should flow to others
The Bible teaches us that we are blessed not just so that we
can feel good, not just so we can be happy and comfortable, but so that we will bless others. God told Abraham
in Genesis 12, “I will bless you and you will be a blessing
to others.” This is the first law of blessing: it must flow
outwardly.
2. When we bless others, God takes care of our needs
God promises that if we will concentrate on blessing
others, he’ll take care of our needs. There’s almost nothing that God won’t do for the person who really wants to
help other people. In fact, God guarantees this blessing. In
Luke 18, Jesus says, “I guarantee this. Anyone who gives
up anything for the kingdom of God will certainly receive
many times more in this life and will receive eternal life in
the next world to come.”
When you care about helping other people, God assumes
responsibility for your problems. And that’s a real blessing,
for God is much better at handling your difficulties than
you are.
3. Our blessings to others will come back on us
The more you bless other people, the more you help others,
the more God blesses your life. Luke 6:38 tells us, “Give
your life away and you’ll find your life given back. But not
merely given back. Given back with bonus and blessing.”
Like my grandfather said: You cannot outgive God. The
more you try to bless other people in the world around you,
the more God says: “I’m going to pour blessings out on
you. We’ll play a little game here. Let’s see who will win.
Let’s see who can give the most. The more you bless others,
the more I’m going to bless you in return.”
4. The more we’re blessed by God, the more He expects
us to help others.
Jesus said it this way in Luke 12: “Much is required from
those to whom much is given. For their responsibility is
greater.” Based on the blessings of your life, what would
you say God expects from you?
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Pastoral Concerns
Prepared October 15, 2019
In Memoriam
Donna Belle Cunningham
Thursday, September 26, 2019
Mother of Lisa Cunningham
Rodney Phillip Atkins
Tuesday, October 8, 2019
Husband of Mary Atkins
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live.
				
John 11:25

Congratulations to:
Norman and Corey Mayfield on the birth of their son,
Flynn Williams Mayfield, born on Tuesday, September 24.

Grief Support Group
Monday, November 18, 2019
5:30pm I Room 2213

A six week (closed) support group for those who are experiencing the loss of a
loved one. To register, contact Joanie Shackleton at (864) 583-4531 or
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.

ECHOES

Elder Caregivers Helping Others & Encouraging Self
Caring for a loved one who is aging or sick is a special
ministry. If you are engaged in this and would appreciate Christian
encouragement, please join Rev. Ansley Page, Rev. Joanne Hull, and
Parish Nurse Beth Cecil on the second Thursday of each month from
12-1pm in the Senior High Room. Bring a bag lunch and enjoy this time
of devotion, prayer, and sharing.
Let your church family help you in this sacred work. Please register with
Joanie Shackleton at jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.

Welcome Our New Members

Dianne and Charley
Boulware

Carol and Mark Odell

Larry Whitson

Affiliate Member - Brentwood Trail
Presbyterian, Dallas, TX

Megan DeMoss and
Clayton Whisnant

Angel Tree

MONTHLY MISSION SPOTLIGHT

Each Christmas, FPC sponsors children who have
a parent in prison. look for the Angel Trees after
Thanksgiving and pick up a tag for a child.
Each child will receive one gift
not over $25
Wrapped gifts with the angel
tag attached should be taken
to the Perrin Room by Sunday,
December 15

There is work to be done in our own backyard, and you
can help with an important mission of First Presbyterian
Church without leaving town. For 25 years, the members
of FPC have provided free coats to the children of Spartanburg County, wrapping them in God’s love.

If you are interested in delivering
gifts on Christmas Eve beginning
at 9:00 a.m., contact
Brandt Goodwin
(brandtgoodwin@gmail.com/
(864) 542-4764)

We invite you to participate this year! Adults may join us
on the morning of November 16th as we distribute over
1,000 coats to children in 4K through 8th grades. Volunteers are needed to assist each child as she or he finds just
the right color, style, and fit for her or his brand new winter
coat.

FPC YOUNG ADULTS

serve together

NEIGHBORHOOD MEAL MINISTRY
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

The generous donations of FPC members and friends are
what make this mission possible. For a donation of $35,
you can ensure that one child receives a brand-new, in style
coat to wear during the cold winter months. Donations in
honor of individuals make perfect Christmas gifts, both on
the individual and corporate level.
We hope you will take a few hours out of your Saturday
morning to witness God’s work in our community. For
more information, please contact Caroline Goodman at
cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.

4:30-6:30PM
ARTHUR CENTER

4th Tuesday Soup Kitchen Thanksgiving Meal
NOVEMBER 26

With the coming of Thanksgiving and National Hunger and Homelessness Week, this is a time to remember
the things in which we are thankful and our blessings from God. We are in need of food donations and
volunteers to provide this special meal to our neighbors.

FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED
Turkey, ham, stuffing, macaroni & cheese, corn, peas, sweet potatoes, rolls, pies, and sweet tea
DONATIONS APPRECIATED
Any food items such as juice pouches, water bottles, individually wrapped items, granola bars, and crackers
Hygiene items such as shampoo, soap, toothpaste, deodorant, combs, razors, shaving cream, baby wipes,
toilet paper, and hand warmers
Clothing and cold weather accessories for men, women, and children
Blankets, sleeping bags, backpacks, and flashlights with batteries
Contact 4thTuesdaySoupKitchen@gmail.com to volunteer
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ANNUAL SPARTANBURG COMMUNITY

Thanksgiving Service
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2019

6:30 PM

Central United Methodist Church
233 North Church Street, Spartanburg

Join us as we gather and give thanks together!
All proceeds taken during the evening’s offering will benefit P.S. I Love You® Ministries,
a faith-based organization whose mission is to support the foster family in restoring a sense of
value and dignity to a child’s heart. The Spartanburg County Foundation will match the offering up to $5,000.

First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
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