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A Letter From the Rev. 
Dr. Kirk H. Neely, 
Our Pastoral Counselor

Dear friends,    
 
The purpose of this letter is three-fold. 

First, I want to 
thank you for your 
prayers and many 
expressions of kind-
ness to my family 
and me during the 
long months of my 
illness and my jour-
ney back to well-
ness. I have had 

the care of a skilled and compassionate 
medical team. The church staff has been 
supportive and encouraging. My fami-
ly has been the source of love and joy. 
Clare deserves to be on the shortlist for 
sainthood. I am not an easy patient. 

More recently, my youngest brother 
Bob's death after an eight-year battle 
with cancer was difficult. Someone said 
to me, "Cancer finally defeated him." I 
replied, "No. The cancer is dead. Bob is 

alive again." That is our resurrection faith, 
and it is our doorway into the Church Tri-
umphant. Again, this church responded 
with generous compassion. Thank you so 
much.  

Dr. Lewis Galloway has become a good 
friend through these months. His pasto-
ral care and sage wisdom have allowed 
me to reflect and clarify my slow path 
forward.  Since January, I have not been 
able to drive, and Beth Cecil has arranged 
or provided transportation to most of my 
medical appointments. What a treasure 
we have in our staff!  You have been our 
church in worship and in prayer. I am 
grateful.

Secondly, I have been in the hospital 
three times this summer, a total of sev-
enteen days. One physician called it a 
heart, lung, kidney crisis. You don't need 
an organ recital from me. It is enough 
to say that I had a war going on inside. I 
believe with good medical help, we are 
approaching a fragile peace. I am better. 
I have learned that the road to recovery 
is always under construction. There are 
many detours. The words to an old hymn 
are descriptive. "Through many dangers, 
toils, and snares, I have already come. 'Tis 

grace hath brought me safe thus far, and 
grace will lead me home." 

This journey is slow. It is taking much 
longer than I expected. For the time be-
ing, I am unable to fulfill my role as a 
pastoral counselor.  For that reason, I am 
going to take a pause and step aside for 
a while. We, of course, never know what 
the future holds. I do know that, for now, 
this seems best. Please understand that 
this has been a difficult decision for me 
though I have the complete support of 
my family. Through a period of prayer, I 
am at peace with God as well.

One more thing, please. As a church, we 
are lagging behind in our giving. Clare 
and I have made a commitment to give 
financially to this church. Our usual gift 
is to tithe the salary the church pays me. 
For the final two months of 2021, we 
have made the decision to double our 
contribution to the church. I invite you 
to pray about your own giving. Do what 
God leads you to do.  Thank you, and 
God bless you all.

Faithfully,

Kirk H. Neely



PAGE 2

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FPC 

A Word From Our 
Interim Pastor
Dear Friends,

The very word Advent quickens the 
heart and brings us a sense of anticipa-
tion and joy. The word Advent comes 
from an Old English word derived from 
the Latin verb advenire which means 
“to come”. This will be my first Advent 
season with you at First Presbyteri-
an Church. I look forward to joining 
with you as we celebrate the coming 
of Christ as an infant in Bethlehem, as 
the Holy Spirit in our midst, and as our 
triumphant King at the end of time. Ad-
vent is all these things. 

We will celebrate the coming of Christ 
together in our Sunday services as we 
gather around the Advent candles of 
hope, peace, love, and joy. We will also 
enjoy special events together: the JOY 
Fellowship Luncheon on Dec. 2nd, the 
Advent workshop on Dec. 5th, Dinner 
and White Gifts on Dec. 8th, Glorious 
Christmas Music on Dec. 12th, the Mora-

vian Love Feast on Dec. 19th, and our 
special Christmas Eve Services on 
Dec. 24th. In all these ways we will 
celebrate Christ’s coming among us.

Advent is also a time to gather with 
family and friends, near and far, to 
give thanks and to remember the 
many ways in which God has bless-
ed us. One of our great blessings has 
been the ministry of Dr. Kirk Neely 
who has been our trusted friend and 
pastoral counselor since 2014. Kirk is 
not just our pastor; he is the pastor 
to the whole Spartanburg communi-
ty. As you are aware, Kirk has been 
dealing with long illness. Although 
his health is improving, he is taking a 
pause in his ministry with us to focus 
on getting stronger and healthier. 

There is a letter from Kirk in this edi-
tion of First News on the front page. 
I want to encourage everyone to 
keep Kirk, Clare, and their family in 
our prayers. I invite you to send Kirk 
a note or card letting him know just 
how much we love and appreciate 

him. What a privilege it has been for 
me to get to know him in these past 
months. His letter is written in true Kirk 
style – with grace and gratitude. 

At the end, he encourages us to express 
our gratitude by doubling our usual gift 
to the church for the last two months 
of the year. He and Clare want to be 
sure that we prepare the way for Jesus 
this Advent season by acts of gratitude 
and generosity. Bunny and I plan to 
join them in this simple but important 
act of grace as we prepare the way for 
a new year in the life and ministry of 
our congregation. I hope you will join 
Kirk, Clare, Bunny, and me in making a 
special year-end gift to the church this 
Advent season. 

Yours in Christ,

Lewis F. Galloway
Interim Pastor

HotChicken Salad Casserole, Sauteed

Carrots, Fresh Fruit Salad, 

Roll, & Dessert 

 

Kid's Menu: Chicken fingers, Mac & Cheese,

Applesauce, & Dessert

5-6PM    DINNER
REGISTER  AT  FPCSPARTANBURG .ORG /WAF

Baked Greek Chicken, 

Roasted Greek Potatoes, 

Spanakopita, Greek Salad, 

Bread, & Dessert 

 

Kid's Menu: 

Pepperoni Pizza, 

Fried Cheese Sticks, 

Applesauce, 

& Dessert

DECEMBER  1

DECEMBER  8

DECEMBER 1
 

6:30-7:15PM

CHILDREN

Children's Choirs (5pm)

Christian Recreation for Children - Gym

YOUTH

Join us for a mid-week check in and 

GAMES in the Game Room!

ADULTS

Poetry and the Language of Faith

Led by Dr. Lewis Galloway (Social Hall)

This class explores selected poems and poetic passages of the Bible. 

 

DECEMBER 8
WHITE GIFTS SERVICE

6:30PM IN THE SANCTUARY

Monday
7am-8pm 

Tuesday
7am-8pm 

Wednesday
7am-5pm 

Thursday
7am-8pm 

Friday
7am-2pm 

Beginning the week 
of December 12 
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SERVICE OF Comfort & Light

Are the holidays made more difficult this year because of a loss or sadness in your life? You are invited

to join us for an intimate time of worship. Including communion and candle lighting, this "Service of

Comfort & Light" is especially for those who struggle during the Christmas season. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15

6:00 PM IN THE SANCTUARY

Music in December
A Light for All Nations Moravian Love Feast

Join the Christmas Eve Choir!

Sunday, December 12
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

On Sunday, December 12 at both Sanctuary services, the

Chancel Choir, along with the orchestra, will offer musical

reflections on the remarkable reach of the Christmas

story’s resonance—through multiple generations,

countries, and cultures. Highlights include a brand new

commissioned piece written by Dr. John Moody. The

service was inspired by the beloved annual Christmas

program at Princeton Seminary, which Holt and Marcia

attended while on their sabbatical in 2019.

Sunday, December 19
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Celebrate the season in a service inspired by our brothers

and sisters from the Moravian tradition. Moravian

Christmas hymns are supplemented by music from the First

Presbyterian Chamber Singers and guest instrumentalists,

and the evening concludes with the sanctuary bathed in

light provided by traditional Moravian candles. Note: while

this worship service is very similar FPC’s annual Moravian

Love Feast, due to Covid concerns we will not be able to

serve coffee and buns this year.

Anyone high-school age and above is warmly invited to be a part of the Christmas Eve Choir, which sings at the 7:00 and

11:00 PM Christmas Eve services. The music is beautiful but not too complicated, there are experienced singers to lean on

if you need them, and the view of the candlelight portion of the service can’t be beat. There are two rehearsals, right after

church on Sunday, December 19, and Wednesday, December 22 at 7:00 PM. Contact Holt Andrews

(rhandrews@fpcspartanburg) to reserve your spot or with questions.

 

A N N U A L  W H I T E  G I F T S  S E R V I C E

W E D N E S D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  8
6 : 3 0 P M

S A N C T U A R Y

Bring a gift wrapped in
white for one of the

following organizations:
 

Cleveland Academy of
Leadership

 

Thornwell
 

Mobile Meals 
 

The Hope Center 
for ChildrenVISIT FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG/WHITE-GIFTS FOR GIFT IDEAS!

Thank you to all who have pledged to First Presbyterian Church for the 2022 year! Because of your generous commitments,

your church is able to better plan for the ministries that we provide to our community and beyond. To date, we have received

pledges totaling 75% of the PROPOSED 2022 budget. This is a huge improvement over the past several years!  

If you have not turned in your pledge card, please prayerfully consider your family's engagement through the gifts of your time

and talents to "Prepare the Way" for our future.

Your friends in Christ,

Stewardship Committee



Family Advent workshop
Sunday, december 5

Youth Schedule
December 2021

Wednesdays

December 1 & 8,  6 - 7:15 pm,  Game Room
Mid-week check-in & game time

 

Sunday School
December 5, 12 & 19, 9:45 - 10:45 am, 2nd floor of the FLC

Sunday Night Youth

December  5, 5 - 7 pm, Location TBA!
Progressive Dinner, Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest &

White Elephant gift exchange. More details coming!
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We are beginning to cast our Christmas Eve

pageant (rehearsals on December 22 & 24).

Some parts require the child to read text. Many

parts require the child to wear a costume, but

not to speak or memorize lines. Both genders

are invited to participate. If your child is in

grades 3rd-5th and would like a part in this

traditional event, please contact Ansley Page

(apage@fpcspartanburg.org) right away. 

Let’s get ready for Christmas together! On Sunday, Dec. 5 from 12-1:30, 
join other families to create live Advent wreaths and age-appropriate crafts 

(e.g., Nativity story wheels, “Jesus” wreaths, crystal icicle ornaments, and more). 
Special projects for tweens and teens. We’ll gather under the tent and in the gym. 

A light lunch will be provided to those who pre-registered. 

Contact Pastor Ansley or Beth Burris with your questions or if you’d like to help. 
The more the merrier!

Family Advent Workshop
Sunday, December 5
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SERVE 

The PS I Love You Resource Center is cost-free to help meet the physical needs of foster children
from head to toe. Foster families visit our clothing closet at the arrival of a new placement, season
change, or after a growth spurt of their current foster child/children. We provide clothes, shoes,
underwear, socks, diapers, wipes, baby equipment, toys, Bibles, books, and a Care Bag for foster
children. In 2020, the PS I Love You Resource Center provided for 757 children in foster care,
giving away more than 32,000 items to the children who needed them. 

"Supplying Sensory Support" is the program that was funded by the grant from First Presbyterian
Church. We have purchased sensory play equipment for the resource center for foster children to
play during appointments. We have purchased sensory play toys that have been recommended by
Occupational therapists for foster families to use at home. This has been an awesome addition to
the PS I Love You mission. We are able to help foster children in their development and journey
through foster care. We thank First Presbyterian Church for your support and prayers!
 
Local mission grants are funded out of the annual operating budget. This is just one of the many
ways First Presbyterian Church serves our community through PS I Love You Ministries with
your faithful giving. Thank you! 

Local Missions Grants:
How Your Stewardship Contributions Make a Difference

A Note from PS I Love You

December 1 - Can of Chicken Broth

December 2 - Can of Pumpkin

December 3 - Stuffing Mix

December 4 - Boxed Potatoes

December 5 - Macaroni and Cheese

December 6 - Bag of Marshmallows

December 7 - Can of Sweet Potatoes

December 8 - Cranberry Sauce

December 9 - Package of Rice

December 10 - Box of Oatmeal

December 11 - Can of Corn

December 12 - Can of Green Beans

December 13 - Box of Instant Vanilla Pudding

December 14 - Vanilla Wafers

December 15 - Can of Beans

December 16 - Can of Fruit

December 17 - Can of Tomatoes

December 18 - Can of Collard Greens

December 19 - Jar of Applesauce

ADVENT CALENDAR

Reverse 
Throughout Advent, collect the following items in a

box and bring them to church on December 19. 

All items collected will go to 

Hand in Hand!

angel tree

Angel Tree tags are out! If you haven't already,

please pick up a tag and bless a child this

Christmas season. 

 

Each child will receive one gift, not over $25.

Wrapped gifts with the angel tag attached

should be taken to the Perrin Room by Sunday,

December 19.

 

If you have any questions, please contact Brandt

Goodwin at brandtgoodwin@gmail.com.

Tuesday, November 30, 10:00 am
Deck the Chrismon Trees!

The Sanctuary Guild will decorate the Chrismon Trees in the Tower Room and the FLC Lobby on Tuesday,
November 30. Meet at 10:00 am to add the Chrismon ornaments to our big beautiful trees.

 
Tuesday, January 4, 10:00 am

Un-Deck the Halls and Chrismon Trees!
Christmas is past. Time to take down the Chrismon trees in the Tower Room and FLC Lobby, and remember all

the love and joy of the Advent Season. Meet at 10:00 on Tuesday, January 4.
 

Contact LeAnne Thurmond (leanne.thurmond@gmail.com) to sign up and for more information.

The Flower Guild Needs Your Help! 
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One of the goals of the Peace and Justice Taskforce of First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg is to provide educational op-
portunities for our congregation, both within and outside of the walls of our church, to help each of us grow in understand-
ing of the complex issues surrounding our faith and equity. These topics are often hot-button conversations that divide us. 
When we seek to learn, we are opening ourselves to understanding. 

In December, we celebrate health equity. As noted by the Mary Black Foundation: “Health equity exists when all people have access to op-
portunities to thrive, both physically and mentally, and no one is limited in achieving health and wellness because of their race, ethnicity, 
nationality, gender, sexual orientation, age, income, or zip code. When health equity exists, everyone benefits. When we succeed in keeping 
people healthy and well, we can invest resources in other priorities – like education, workforce development, housing, and infrastructure – and 
communities thrive. Yet, we know that health is not equitable. When you dig into the data for Spartanburg county, there is actually a significant 
disparity in health rates among African-American children and Hispanic children compared to Caucasian children, and significant difference in 
life expectancy based on city zip codes. There’s no biological reason for this difference. Instead, the disparity is tied to policies, systems, and 
environments that influence access and behavior.” 

This year a meaningful local event in health equity has been the merging of Spartan-
burg’s Way To Wellville and The Road to Better Health into Live Healthy Spartanburg. 
This new group is a “collaborative with the mission to achieve health equity and im-
prove health outcomes for all Spartanburg County residents.” This includes a partner-
ship of local organizations and combines two successful local efforts to address our 
health and wellbeing needs. One part of this is the Hello Family initiative that partners 
with Spartanburg Regional Healthcare and provides support for new families. You can 
review https://www.spartanburgwellville.com/initiatives/hello-family for additional 
details, and you can join us at the next Peace and Justice Taskforce meeting on Janu-
ary 21st from 12:30-1:30 in the Purnell Room.

An Update from the Peace and Justice Taskforce

 On November 13, First Presbyterian Church distributed about 500 winter

coats to Spartanburg County students in grades 4K-8. 

 

Many THANKS to the 100 VOLUNTEERS who helped make this event

possible! We would especially like to thank the organizers of this

important mission; Pat Macbeth, Scottie Lummus, and Kathryn Bridges.

They worked very hard to ensure that all involved were able to participate

safely and that all children who were registered were able to receive a

new coat to keep warm this winter.

 

We would also like to thank RSN Sports Promotions and Mr. Bob Ball for

arranging the purchase of the majority of our supply this year! 

 

Everyone can participate in this mission for Spartanburg County students!

For a gift of $35, you can be a part of providing a warm new coat for a

child in need. Your gift will help sustain this mission for years to come. 

 

Scan the QR code to make a donation. For more information, please

contact Caroline Goodman at cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.

SCAN THE QR
CODE TO 

 DONATE TO
WINTER

WARMTH!

Every year the Weekday School takes part in a special community service project to benefit a group
that provides services for families in our community. This year, the Weekday School has chosen to

partner with EPIC: Empowering People, Impacting Change.
 

EPIC began during the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 when concerned community members became
more aware of the needs of families who were experiencing homelessness, or who were on the verge

of becoming homeless. This collaborative group is made up of a partnership of churches,
individuals, and non-profits who work together to deliver supplies weekly to families identified by

social workers as most in need.
 

Thirty-five families were served in 2020, nine of those families moved out of homelessness during
the year, and a total of 138 individuals were served.

 

The Weekday School will be taking donations of paper products, trash bags, cleaning supplies, and
hygiene products through December 3.

 

These items can be dropped off inside the main WDS doors.
Thank you for your service to this preschool and our community!

Serving Others
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam 
Marion Carlisle McGarity
Tuesday, October 19, 2021

Husband of Linda McGarity

Douglas Lamar Pridgeon
Saturday, October 30, 2021

I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.       John 11:25

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Piper Holmes, on the death of her father, William Vincent McLean; and

Kam Neely, on the death of his father, and to Beth Hedden and Kirk Neely, 
on the death of their brother, Rev. Robert Willingham “Bob” Neely, Jr.

Weddings
Congratulations to:

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Blake Shelby (Kathryn DeWalt Rubel) who were married on Friday, October 22, 2021; and
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Earl Splawn, Jr. (Elizabeth Warren Higgins) who were married on Friday, November 12, 2021.

Births
Congratulations to:

Kannika and Barritt Walsh, on the birth of their daughter, Apasara “Sara” Winifred Jaemjaroen-Walsh, 
born Tuesday, October 26, 2021.

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

Amelia Marie Smith, daughter of Hanna and Mills Smith, on October 17, 2021; and 
Alex Cook on November 14, 2021.

(THROUGH NOVEMBER 17,  2021)

Welcome our NeW members!

Doug & Shanna 
Egge

Alli Johnson Rosie Moore Millie & Tanner
Oldham

Kellie Pifer Rosalie Proto Sandy Sanders

JOY FELLOWSHIP
JOHNSON GALLERY TOUR 

& LUNCH AT CRIBBS

Thursday,  January 20

11 :00AM

 

RSVP jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org/  864-208-2132

J O Y  F E L L O W S H I P

with guest speaker Dr. Lewis Galloway

ChristmasLuncheon

Thursday, December 2        11:30 A.M.       Fogartie Hall
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Annual White Gifts Service
A special  evening of  singing and giving back to the community

Advent & Christmas
at First Presbyterian Church

A Light for All Nations

Lessons and Carols

Moravian Candlelight Service

Christmas Eve Services

Wednesday,  December  8,  2021 at  6:30pm in the Sanctuary

The Chancel  Choir,  along with orchestra,  will offer  musical  reflections 

on the remarkable reach of  the Christmas story ’s resonance

Sunday,  December  12,  2021 during Traditional  Worship (8:45am and 11:00am)

Sunday,  December  19,  2021 at  8:45am in Fogartie Hall

Celebrate the season in a service inspired by our  brothers and sisters from the Moravian tradition.  Moravian

Christmas hymns are supplemented by music from FPC Chamber  Singers and guest  instrumentalists.  

Sunday,  December  19,  2021 at  5pm in the Sanctuary

The MorningSong Music Team will lead the congregation in carols

of  the Advent and Christmas seasons.

Friday,  December  24,  2021 in the Sanctuary

Family Service    4:00pm
Join us for a children's nativity pageant!

Candlelight Services    7:00 & 11:00pm
An FPC tradition, featuring music by the Christmas Eve choir

Service of Comfort and Light
Wednesday,  December  15,  2021 at  6pm in the Sanctuaryl

Join us for  an intimate time of  worship including communion and candle l ighting.  This service is

especially for  those who struggle during the Christmas season.


