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A Letter From Our
Temporary Interim
Pastor
Take some time...
With this invitation you are being
asked to think about the events that
are coming quickly. It is November.
We have a lot to do before January.
In the church - Stewardship, Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas and the
New Year are the Church activities
that punctuate the rest of your busy
lives. We are throwing into the mix a
survey for you to answer. All of your
activities are important. Let me help
you do some planning. Sit down or
take a walk and pray about your response to the Stewardship information that arrived in the mail. Talk with
your family about what you want to
do and how you want to support the
church. Think both realistically and
faithfully. You might want to go online and do your pledging. This year

Janet and I are contributing online
and find it most satisfactory. Giving
is woven into the fabric of our lives.
When the Church Survey is available
to you, please, don’t put it aside. The
quicker we get the data, the quicker
we can get on with process of calling a new Pastor. You will need 2030 minutes to complete the survey.
Then you are through with it.
All church and other activities require the same thoughtful approach. Think about what you want
do, take into consideration the necessary steps, communicate with
your family and friends as needed,
and be flexible enough to alter the
plans if necessary. Flexibility can
make life easier and safer, especially
during Covid-19 AND the end of the
year.
We are striving to make it possible
for as many as we can safely accommodate to be in attendance at
church events. Please help us by

your prayers and your patience.
We will endeavor to keep you up
to date on our plans and changes
that are coming.
As your Temporary Interim Pastor,
I welcome your comments and
ideas. I will listen and try to accommodate all suggestions that
can be implemented. Beyond that,
I assure you that I am also listening to and for God’s guidance in
all aspects of our life together. Our
very good staff works hard, thinks
wisely, and cares both about your
faith concerns and your personal
security. Together, let’s make this
a November and December to remember.
Take some time...
Your Friend,

Dr. Lewis Johnson
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A Message from Tom
Dear Saints of Spartanburg,
How I miss you all. I have just re-watched our stewardship video from 2016, and it brought back a flood of joyous memories and deep friendships. I cannot thank you enough for your lovely thoughts and generous love gift at my farewell.
As you can imagine, beginning a new call in the midst of COVID is quite a challenge! After quarantining for two weeks, I am finally out and finding
myself in the city at the perfect time of year – Central Park in the Fall is simply splendid.
The congregation here has welcomed Wendy and me warmly and there is exciting work to be done. But I miss you all tremendously. I look forward to the time when you all can visit New York and stop by Brick. And someday, God willing, I would love to come back and visit Spartanburg.
The two lovely watercolors of the church are prominently displayed – one in my study and one in my home. Each time I look at them I think of
you.
May God richly bless you in this time as you discover the next step in your journey and know my prayers are always with you,
										

INTERIM PASTOR
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The Session has appointed an Interim Pastor Nominating
Committee (IPNC) to begin the search for an Interim
Pastor, a process projected to take three months. Elders
representing committees and ministries of the
Session comprise the IPNC: Sloan Evans, Chair
(Personnel), Ali Beeson (Worship), David Berry (Education
and Discipleship), Muffet Chapman (Missions),
Lewis White (Finance), and Lee Close (Clerk of Session).

WHAT

WHY

FPC has engaged the
consulting firm Holy
Cow! to conduct an
Assessment of our
members.

The results of the
survey will help the
Pastoral Nominating
Committee to call a
new pastor for FPC.

WHEN

OUR GOAL

The survey is
currently open
and will end
November 15th.
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FPC has set a very
high goal of having
80% of the surveys
returned.

In Christ’s love and peace,

RECOMMENDATIONS NEEDED FOR

PASTOR NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
The Congregational Nominating Committee needs your help
in recommending members to serve on the Pastor
Nominating Committee. Please visit www.fpcspartanburg.org
to fill out the online form with your suggestion of one name.
You may submit as many names as you would like,
suggesting any member of First Pres, including yourself.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday, November 15.

Questions?
Contact Craig Long at
scraiglong@gmail.com

Family Advent Celebration
celebration
Sunday, November 29
To kick-off Advent, we are having our Advent workshop on Sunday,
November 29th (the First Sunday of Advent). The workshop will take place in
the gym after our 11AM worship service.
This year’s theme is called “God With Us.” Using Katie Pawlak’s family
devotional book and ornaments, we will spend our Advent season focusing
on the Jesse Tree – following stories in the Bible from Creation all the way
to the birth of Jesus. Each day in December, you will have an ornament, a
short scripture, devotion, prayer, as well as other family activities you can
do if you wish.
During the Advent workshop, you will ‘make’ the ornaments for your Jesse Tree (make = place the sticker on the wood ornament and thread the
twine to make a hanger). Our Children’s E&D Committee loved the entire
gift set (ornaments + book) so much that we decided to purchase the gift
sets rather than color and create our own ornaments. The hope is that this
can be a lasting tradition that you can enjoy with our family for years to
come.
The gift sets are $45. We are asking each family to pay $20 for the book +
ornaments, and the rest will be covered by E&D.
To give us a better idea of numbers of families + kits to purchase, we ask
you fill out the form at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
The deadline to RSVP and purchase your kit is Friday, November 13th.
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Youth News

Please note: We will also have a drive through option for any family that
cannot attend but would like to make their ornaments at home.

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH - Fall Schedule
October 25 - Halloween Party at the Colemans
November 1 - NO YOUTH
November 8 - at the Lancasters
November 15 - at the Usrys
November 22 - Thanksgiving Feast at the Breedens
November 29 - NO YOUTH
December 6 - Location TBD
December 13 - Christmas Party, location TBD
5 - 5:45 PM - Middle School
6 - 6:45 PM - High School
Additionally, we'll have Youth After WAF every
Wednesday from 6 - 7 pm, and High School Sunday School
every Sunday from 10 - 10:30 am.
See your Weekly Email from Robert for location information!

BLESSINGS OF THE BACKPACKS/MACBOOKS
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SERVE

Following the Biblical command to love our neighbors, First Pres strives to care for our fellow citizens in ways that truly make a difference and spreads God’s love.

Over 100 loveys have been created and distributed to children in hard places. Generous, talented members of our church have spent hours sewing and creating
animals to bring comfort to children. Each lovey comes bagged with a card stating, "Made with love for you. First Presbyterian Church Sewers and Artists."
Children receiving loveys are served by The Children’s Advocacy Center, Cleveland Academy, Hand in Hand, PS I Love You, SPIHN, and Thornwell. Several
agencies have shared stories of children clutching loveys as they listened to stories or as they got into their car seats.

Special thanks to the following members: Cathy Bagwell, Diane Bean, Margaret Blanton, Kathryn Bridges, Katherine Burns, Marsha Calvart, Charlie Cresenski,
Lynn Edwards, Sally Owen, Norwood Strasburger, Patricia Webster.

There is work to be done in our own backyard, and you can help with an important mission
of First Presbyterian Church without leaving town. For 26 years, the members of FPC have
provided free coats to the children of Spartanburg County, wrapping them in God’s love.

We invite you to participate this year! Adults may join us on Friday, November 13th for
setup and on the morning of Saturday, November 14th as we distribute over 1,000 coats to
children in 4K through 8th grades. This year, our process will be different due to COVID-19
and the necessary measures we must take to keep our committee, volunteers, and families
safe. Volunteers are needed to assist with setup the day prior, as well as the morning of
to pull new winter coats for children and deliver to them while they wait in their vehicles.
Volunteers and families will be required to wear masks and proper physical distancing of
at least 6’ will be maintained both indoors and outdoors. Learn more about this year's
process and register to volunteer at fpcspartanburg.org/winter-warmth.

The generous donations of FPC members and friends are what make this mission possible.
For a donation of $35, you can ensure that one child receives a brand-new, in style coat
to wear during the cold winter months. Donations in honor of individuals make perfect
Christmas gifts both on the individual and corporate level.

We hope you will take a few hours out of your Saturday morning to witness God’s work in
our community. For more information, please contact Caroline Goodman at
cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.

White Gifts
White Gifts will look a little differently this year, but First Presbyterian
Church will continue to bless several organizations with gifts wrapped in
white for those they serve. Each Sunday in Advent, we will collect gifts for
an identified organization. For the wish lists of each organization, visit
www.fpcspartanburg.com/whitegifts!

Sunday, November 29 - Thornwell
Sunday, December 6 - Cleveland Academy of Leadership
Sunday, December 13 - Mobile Meals
Sunday, December 20 - Hope Center for Children
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angel tree
This holiday season, First Presbyterian Church will participate in (irtual Angel Tree no contact) to remind
the local children of prisoners we support each year that they are loved and not forgotten, not only by their
incarcerated parents, but also by their Heavenly Father.
Angel tags will be provided virtually for volunteers to sponsor. Individuals will pay online to sponsor each
gift package, and the sponsored gifts will be sent directly to the Angel Tree kids.

ach gift package will

include a gift card, a personal message from the parent, an age-appropriate ospel presentation, and an
opportunity to request a Bible. Stayed tuned for more information on how to support this long-standing,
impactful ministry. If you have any questions, please contact Brandt oodwin at brandtgoodwingmail.com.

Wednesdays through November 18

All members and friends are welcome to join us on Wednesday evenings!

5pm-6pm Picnic in the FLC Parking Lot
Bring your lawn chairs or tailgate in the parking lot. Pano will be providing delicious box
suppers for us to enjoy outdoors. Pre-register and pay online!

6pm-7pm Programs
YOUTH
A time of fellowship and Bible Study
CHILDREN
Mrs. Marcia, Mrs. Colleen, and Mrs. Holly are teaming up to create fun-filled stations!
BIBLE STUDY
Adults may gather in Fogartie Hall for a time of Bible study.
SMALL GROUP FELLOWSHIP/DISCUSSION
Adults may gather in the Social Hall for a devotion and informal small group discussion.

Masks that cover the mouth and nose are required for everyone age 6 and over when in proximity to others outdoors and at all times indoors. Food should
be eaten outdoors so that masks may be worn at all times indoors. Proper physical distancing of at least 6’ should be maintained both indoors and outdoors.
Please do not attend if you have COVID-19 symptoms, a suspected exposure within the last 14 days, or a pending COVID-19 test.
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PA STOR A L CO NC E RNS
( SE P TE MBE R 1 5 , 2 0 2 0 - O C TO B E R 1 5 , 2 0 2 0 )

In Memoriam

Mary Elizabeth Traynham Ledford
Thursday, October 1, 2020
Kenneth Russell Huckaby
Thursday, October 8, 2020
Billy Carlyle Terry
Thursday, October 8, 2020
Husband of Sybil Terry
James William League
Wednesday, October 14, 2020
Husband of Barbara League
I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.

John 11:25

Christian Sympathy

Christian sympathy is extended to:
Christy Sloan, on the death of her father, Charles Michael Mullinax;
Richard Strasburger, on the death of his mother, Edith Donaldson Strasburger;
Tim Halligan, on the death of his father, William Walter Halligan, Jr.;
J.P. and Lamar Baehr, on the death of their father, John George Baehr, Jr.;
Denise Stevens, on the death of her mother, Justine Evelyn Mason; and
Erika Cox, on the death of her mother, Dr. Carol Elise Augthun.

Births

Congratulations to:
Molly and Carter Pearson, on the birth of their son, O’dell “Odie” Rae Pearson, born Thursday, July 9, 2020;
Kristin and Alex Hamilton, on the birth of their son, James “Jamie” Alexander Hamilton, IV,
born Saturday, September 5, 2020; and
Andrea and Bryan Shaw, on the birth of their daughter, Sydney Ann Shaw, born Saturday, September 19, 2020.

Welcome our New Members!
Pastoral
Counseling
with Dr. Kirk H. Neely

Kim and Dav id
Foster
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Whitner, Sarah, Jay,
and Grady Kennedy

Pastoral Counseling with Dr. Kirk Neely is available by
appointment. Currently all counseling is being done by
telephone or by Zoom. Personal Counseling, Marriage and
Family Counseling, and Spiritual Direction are available by
appointment only. This is not emergency counseling.
Contact Didi Terry at dterry@fpcspartanburg.org or Dr. Neely for an appointment

GAME
NIGHT

Tuesday, November 3
10:30 a.m. via Zoom
Our book for November 3rd is Just Mercy
by Bryan Stevenson. All are invited to
attend. You do not have to be a member
of FPC to participate. To receive the Zoom
link, please contact Didi Terry via email at
dterry@fpcspartanburg.org.

Wednesday, nov. 18
8:00 p.m. via zoom
RSVP to pastor Leslie at
llang@fpcspartanburg.org.org for the link!

BLOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
There will be a $20 donation to FPC for every donor
that registers and participates.
Contact Beth Cecil at bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org to
schedule your appointment

ECHOES

Elder Caregivers Helping Others and Encouraging Self
Caring for a loved one who is aging or sick is a special
ministry. Let your church family help you in this sacred
work. From the comfort of your home over computer, you
can enjoy a time of devotion, prayer, and encouragement
with folks in similar circumstance. There are so many
folks involved in this work that we’ve added an evening
time for those working or busy at noon.

November 12, 2020
12:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.
Zoom
Please register with Joanie Shackleton at
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org

Stewardship Sunday
NOVEMBER

THREE
IN

WAYS

PERSON

BY

15,

TO

2020

PLEDGE

MAIL

ONLINE

fpcspartanburg.org/give

Annual Community

THANKSGIVING
SERVICE
November 24 • 6:30 PM
A V i r t u a l L i v e S t r e a m E vent from
M a c e d o n i a M i s s i o n a r y B a ptist Church
PASTOR LESLIE WILL BE PREACHING!
PLAN TO JOIN IN ON THIS
SPECIAL SERVICE.
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Advent
at First Presbyterian Church
APRIL 14

I RSST TSSUUNNDDAAYYOOF FAADDVVEENNT T
F FI R
NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR2299
Family Advent
Celebration
APRIL
12:00
- 1:3018
p.m.
Family
Life
Center
Tenebrae ServiceGym

S7:30
E C Opm:
N DSanctuary
SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 6

A service of readings with communion, remembering
Communion
Jesus’ Last Supper
with his disciples before his
crucifixion.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 13
in the Sanctuary
ESpecial
asMusic
ter

APRIL 19

Sunday

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 20
Lessons and Carols
MorningSong
APRILin21
Re-broadcast of
2019 Moravian Love Feast

Keep in Touch with your Church!

Check www.fpcspartanburg.org weekly for updates and events.
Not receiving emails? Make sure noreply@shelbynextchms.com is allowed in your inbox.
Weekly updates are archived at www.fpcspartanburg.org/news/updates.
Make sure the church has your cell phone number to receive text messages and your correct mailing address.
Email your church staff with any questions! A list of staff can be found at www.fpcspartanburg.org/staff.
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