
to do so again – thank you. If you have not 
pledged before or not pledged in some 
time, I hope that you will prayerfully 
consider doing so this year.

Whether in worship, fellowship, learning, 
mission, or any of the other myriad 
ministries, the undeserved abundance 
of God’s grace and love is fully felt 
here at First Presbyterian. Your gifts 
are what makes our ministry possible. 
You can return a physical pledge card 
to the church office anytime by mail or 
by bringing it with you on Stewardship 
Commitment Sunday happening 
Sunday, October 23. Pledges can also be 
submitted on the FPC website.

Friends, God’s abundance is all around 
us. Let’s celebrate!

Gratefully,

FIRST NEWS
OCTOBER 2022

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SPARTANBURG

393 EAST MAIN STREET SPARTANBURG, SC  I   (864) 583-4531  I   WWW.FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG

Why do you give? There are many ways 
we might each answer that question. 
Perhaps you give – whether to a cause, 
a person, or an organization – because 
you believe that your gift might one day 
benefit you. There, of course, is nothing 
wrong with that justification. Giving 
generously to the creation of a hospital 
might very well mean that critical 
services are in place at some point down 
the road when you or a loved one need 
them. Perhaps others of us give out of a 
sense of obligation or loyalty or because 
it is “just the right thing to do.” 

Christians have long taken a slightly 
different tack though. When someone 
asks a follower of Jesus Christ why we 
give of our time, talent, and treasure, 
the answer is the same every time: 
gratitude. In Jesus Christ, God has given 
each of us abundantly more than we 
could possibly ask for or imagine on our 
own. We deserve nothing and yet God 
gives us everything. Indeed, all we have 
in this life – past, present, and future – is 
nothing less than sheer gift. 

And so, what other option is there than 
to live lives that say thank you by freely 
sharing with others that which God has 
shared so freely with us.

It is in that light that Erin and I have always 
made our annual giving to the church a top 
priority. While a financial pledge is certainly 
not the only way to show gratitude, it is an 
important recognition of our deeply held 
belief that God can do abundantly more 
with our generosity than we can possibly 
do on our own. Time and again we have 
seen how God takes our finite resources and 
turns them into tangible signs of Christian 
love and compassion through the ministry 
of the church. 

And so, I want to invite you to join us as 
we seek to celebrate God’s abundance 
together this stewardship season. Last 
year, our total pledges as a congregation 
grew significantly from 246 households in 
2021 to 388 households in 2022. What a 
wonderful achievement! But there is still 
plenty room for that number to grow. So, if 
you have pledged in the past and plan Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Senior Pastor

Please prayerfully consider your 2023 pledge to First Presbyterian Church.
Your faithful giving helps the ministries of our church thrive.

Bring your pledge cards on October 23!

Scan to Pledge!
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Thank You Event for 
Pastor Ansley & Ms. Beth

September 14, 2022

Photos by Budge Bean

October Menu October Programs



UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
FALL RETREAT

November 11 - 13, 2022
Asbury Hills Retreat Center

$250 per person

Email Mrs. Carrie to get signed up!
ccoleman@fpcspartanburg.org

YOUTH & CAMPUS MINISTRIES

TrunkTrunk
TreatTreator

SAVE THE DATE!

Hosted by FPC Youth
More info coming!

OCTOBER 26 - 6:15-7:15pm - FLC Parking Lot
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Baccalaureate SundayRally Day was a BLAST! We had over 100 children playing, learning, and building 
community! From dancing the Church Clap, to slipping down the water slide, to playing 
in the foam,  the energy and excitement was a joy to witness. A huge thank you to all 
the volunteers who brought this special event to life! As we launch into full programing 
on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights (WAF), I can’t wait to see this positive 
momentum continue as we learn more about what it looks like to be a child of God. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Kara Clark
Director of Children’s Ministry

September 11, 2022

Save the Date!

AdventAdvent
WorkshopWorkshop

December 4, 2022December 4, 2022
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RECREATION MINISTRY

Beautiful Words Workshop
November 8, 5:30-7:45pm

Led by Caroline Simas
$60 a person

Limited to 20 people

No artistic ability needed!
Caroline is able to teach and 

inspire every artist of 
every experience level!

Interested? Contact Ansley Page
(apage@fpcspartanburg.org)

Chrismons are ornaments made from Christian symbols 
(a contraction for “Christ monograms”) that were first used by 
Frances Spencer and the women of the Ascension Lutheran Church 
in Danville, VA in 1957. Greek monograms for Christ “Chi Rho” and 
other crosses decorated the first Chrismon tree. Over the years other 
designs and symbols reflecting Jesus’ life, ministry, and teachings 
were added. Chrismon ornaments are traditionally made in white and 
gold to symbolize the purity and majesty of the Son of God. 

Many of our existing Chrismons are deteriorating with age, and we 
need more to decorate this season. The Sanctuary Guild requests 
that families bring in a white and/or gold ornament that represents 
one of the “Christ monograms” for the Tower Room, Perrin Room, 
and Fogartie Hall trees. 

We will collect them in the big baskets during the 
first three weeks of November.

The October - December These Days 
devotional booklets have arrived!

Copies are available for pickup throughout the church.

Scan this QR code if you would 
like to have a copy mailed to you 

instead.

Or go to:
fpcspartanburg.org/thesedays
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam

(THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23,  2022)

Bronwyn McMillan Cox 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022

Jana and Paul Gibas, on the birth of their son, Lincoln Paul Gibas, on August 6, 2022

Jimmy Brock, on the death of his daughter, Janice Patricia Brock;
Reel Robertson, on the death of his father, Rev. James Theodore Robertson, Sr.;

Mark Dixon, on the death of his mother, Joyce Myers Dixon.

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Births
Congratulations to:

HEALTH MINISTRY
Contact Beth Cecil with any questions (bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org)

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Kirk and Clare Neely

Candace Luffman

Michael, Molly, Nolan, 
and Jack Merrill

Walter and Ellen Laseter

Not pictured:

Addison, Lauren, Logan, 
and Jackson Harvey

For every completed blood donation, 
a donation of $20 will be gifted to FPC!

Grief Support Group
November 1, 2022

Group size limited.

Contact Beth Cecil 
for more information.
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The Music Ministry is planning a mission trip to Cuba in November.
The Team is in need of  donated items to take 

to our sister congregation in Santa Clara, Cuba.

• Suitcases with rollers
• Adult and children’s vitamins
• Tylenol/acetaminophen
• Arthritis medications
• Ibuprofen 
• Aspirin 81 mg and 325 mg
• Feminine hygiene products
• Disposable razors for men and 

women

• Soap and other hygiene items
• New Twin sheets
• Toothbrushes and toothpaste
• Anti-itch creme and/or ointment
• Antibiotic ointment/cream

Please place donations in 
bags labeled “CUBA” and 

leave in the mission office 
across from the Library.

D.R. Medical Mission Trip 2023
February 4-11, 2023

Now is the time to sign-up to travel to the Dominican Republic! 

Looking for Medical professionals, dentists,  and construction crew members.

Register online at 
fpcspartanburg.org/DR

Or contact Ian Ritchings 
(iritchings@fpcspartanburg.org)

The purpose of  the Peace and Justice Task Force is to educate on, and respond to, the issues of  peace and justice 
that affect our community in the spirit of  Matthew 25:40. We seek to normalize these conversations in our 
faith community and advocate for and support efforts to dismantle racism and address discrimination through 
education, prayer, and community response regarding the systems that perpetuate racism including gun violence 
and incarceration issues, environmental justice, gender and reproductive justice, and economic mobility issues.

Visit fpcspartanburg.org/peaceandjustice to view a summary of  the General Assembly’s actions in support 
of  peace and justice. Contact Dawn Bingham or Jassalyn Story if  you’d like to participate.

Peace and Justice Taskforce 
PC(USA) 225th General Assembly Actions

A.R.C. Program
Thornwell, located in Clinton, SC, is opening a renovated cottage to 
celebrate the one year reimagined A.R.C. residential program. 

A.R.C. stands for Attachment-based Residential Care. The program 
is the only one in the southeastern U.S. dedicated to the support of 
children placed by state agencies, as well as with loving parents/
caregivers who are struggling to deal with the long-term impact of their 
child’s early experience with abuse or neglect or those experiencing 
adoption related issues. 

A.R.C. partners with families through cutting edge residential care 
that supports and works with healing the entire family system.  
With the reopening of a Thornwell cottage, the A.R.C. program 
plans to welcome and serve more children and families in need.  

Are you interested in a Thornwell campus tour to see A.R.C. and 
other programs, including Lush Acres Farm, residential programs and 
cottages, and a variety of other programs on the Thornwell campus? 

Let FPC members Harriet Ike or Sally Owen know.  
A church trip can be planned.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30

8:45 & 11:00 AM IN THE SANCTUARY

On Sunday, October 31, we will worship together in the 
Sanctuary when we hold our Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans service. 

Each fall, First Presbyterian holds this powerful historic service, 
a remembrance of our Presbyterian Scottish roots through 

special music and a procession of bagpipes and tartans. 

In our Kirkin’ service, we remember ancient times, 
as well as past and present kith and kin, while asking 

God’s help and blessings in the future. 

Lemonade and cookies will be served following both services.


