
FIRST NEWS
SUMMER 2021

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SPARTANBURG

393 EAST MAIN STREET SPARTANBURG, SC  I   (864) 583-4531  I   WWW.FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG

Photo cour tesy of Budge Bean

May was bananas. Did you think May 
was bananas?  I surely did.   People 
are back in the office, in-person 
meetings cranked up, calendars 
are filling up as plans are made, 
parties for graduates and confir-
mands, weddings, graduations, 
family gatherings, and reunions, 
especially for Mother’s Day, trips 
to the beach and mountains - May 
was gloriously bananas for many of 
us and it was a welcome change!  I 
loved it - faces unmasked, smiles re-
turning, and hugs available again. 
 
First Presbyterian Church is back 
and I hope you are back with us!  
It makes my heart sing to see old 
friends returning to worship with 
smiles and singing!  Oh, how de-
lightful to sing again in full voice and 
faces shining with the joy of God’s 
love!  I hope you will be among us 
soon if you haven’t already joined 
the family in person.  We have been 
in hibernation for too long waiting 
for the warmth of spring and sum-

mer to bring us out of our pandemic 
caves; out into the sunshine of fel-
lowship with our friends in Christ. 
 
Summer looks ripe with possibil-
ities as never before - traveling 
again, dining out, and being togeth-
er in ways we have been missing for 
more than a year.  I am overjoyed 
and I hope you feel that way too! 
 
Summer should be a time for refresh-
ment and regrouping.  It’s the season 
to relax. Because we have been de-
nied so many activities for so long, I 
am afraid that summer might become 
a time to cram in as much activity as 
possible. I still hope you will find the 
time to re-center yourself, to breathe 
deeply in the warmth of companion-
ship again,  and to allow your spirit to 
settle after months of tension, aggra-
vation, and confinement. Find time 
to make this a spiritual summer; a 
time of growing, just as the natural 
world around us has blossomed and 
grown green and lush so may your 

spirit grow in compassion, peace, 
and joy as you take time to do spir-
itual things to strengthen your faith 
and deepen your walk with God. 
 
I hope you add regular worship at-
tendance to your summer calendar 
as we jump into our usual summer 
schedule on June 6th.  Gather with 
us for Sizzles, join the Summer Choir, 
volunteer to be an usher, greeter, 
or hospitality cart driver, partici-
pate in Summer Sunday School or 
Family Vacation Bible School. En-
joy being with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ again as we reunite 
our family of faith here at First 
Presbyterian Church! I can’t wait 
to see you again at church soon!  

May Blessings abound!   

Rev. Joanne Hull
Associate Pastor for Congregational Care 
and Deacons
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FPC	

8:30AM
 

 CHAPEL WORSHIP SERVICE

9:30AM
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES

10:30AM
 

MORNINGSONG
IN FOGARTIE HALL

10:30AM
 

SANCTUARY WORSHIP SERVICE

Both 10:30am worship services will be
livestreamed at fpcspartanburg.org/worship

Begins June 6

On July 4, we will worship as one in the
Sanctuary at 10:30am

Adult Sunday School
CONGREGATIONAL ASSESSMENT PRESENTATION

SUNDAY,  JUNE 6

9:30AM IN THE SOCIAL HALL

On June 6, during the Sunday School hour, there will be a presentation in

which we explore the recent congregational assessment. Thank you to

everyone who participated in that survey! I think you will find the results

of that assessment to be insightful and quite helpful as we consider

where we are as a church and who God may be calling to lead us as our

next pastor. All are invited to join in that presentation.

ADULT SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES

LED BY DR.  LEWIS GALLOWAY AND DR.  LEWIS JOHNSON

JUNE 13-AUGUST 29

9:30AM IN THE SOCIAL HALL

This summer, you are invited to join an adult class on the great sweeping

story of the Bible. We will be guided by the new book by Dr. George

Thompson entitled "Welcome to the One Great Story." Led by Dr. Lewis

Galloway and Dr. Lewis Johnson, the class will help us understand how to

interpret the wide variety of literature in the Bible and how the many

stories of the Bible come together to tell one great story. This class is

designed for all levels of familiarity with the scriptures.

Summer Choir
Thanks be to God! Beginning Sunday, May 30, Summer Choir will be available

to all vaccinated singers.* Summer Choir meets 45 minutes before the
Sanctuary service in the Choir Room and rehearses music for that day only. 

Come as often as you are able; friends and guests are very welcome! 
Contact Holt Andrews (rhandrews@focspartanburg) for more information.

 

*Pursuant to current CDC guidelines the choir loft is too small a space to safely
accommodate those who have not yet been vaccinated.

 5:00 PM IN FOGARTIE HALL

SUNDAY, JUNE 20

& 

SUNDAY, JULY 18

A  N E W  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  W O R S H I P  E X P E R I E N C E

T H I S  S E R V I C E  I S  F O R  A L L  W H O  M A Y  H E A R  G O D
S P E A K  C L E A R E S T  T H R O U G H  M E L O D Y  O R  S E E K

T H E  F E E L I N G  O F  H I S  P R E S E N C E  I N  T H E
B E A T I N G  O F  A  D R U M

Holly Bannan, Randy Bernard, Joe Biber, S’ann Boyce,
Shirley Burgess, Katherine Burns, Beth Cecil, Muffet
Chapman, Greg Colbath, Suzy Cole, Grace Cook, Jean
Danfy, Kevin DeMark, Rhett DeMark, John Easterling,
Craig Foster, Kellie Foster, Libba Glenn, Chris Groke,
Luke Harkey, Lou Ann Harrill, John Hill, Holly Hoenig,
Jerry Howe, Cesily King, Tom King, Sherron Langley,
Julie Martin, Charlie Millinor, John Murphy, Karen
Parrott, Susan Polson, Kam Popkin, Lee Shirley, Beau
Shuler, Septima Smith, and Charlotte Verreault

A special thank you to the following 39 members plus two
visitors who volunteered to donate blood during our
recent blood drive. The Blood Connection’s incentive will
bring a donation of $820.00 to go toward a future project
to benefit the members of our beloved Church. 

Our next event is scheduled for October 10th!
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RECREATION NEWS

Book: "The Johnstown Flood" by David McCullough
When a dam burst in Johnstown Pennsylvania in the
late 19th century, it sent a wall of water thundering
down the mountain, smashing through the town,
killing more than 2,000 people. It was a tragedy that
became a national scandal.

All are invited to attend. You do not have to be a
member of FPC to participate. To receive the Zoom
link, please contact receptionist@fpcspartanburg.org.

Tuesday, June 1
10:30 a.m. via Zoom

Come out to the ballpark to see Spartanburg's new minor league baseball team, the Spartanburgers!
Contact Leslie Lang at llang@fpcspartanburg.org if you're interested in joining us!

Journey through "Open Your Bible," 
a book by Raechel Myers and Amanda Bible Williams

 
Wednesdays beginning June 9 through July 28

at 6:00-7:30pm on Donna Pulliam's porch
 

Email Leslie Lang at llang@fpcspartanburg.org if you are interested!

Hours
Mon-Thurs    9am-1pm and 5-8pm

Friday    9am-5pm

T H E  G Y M  H A S  R E O P E N E D  A N D  I S  R E A D Y  T O  U S E !  

Yoga
Thursdays at
12noon in the
Activity Room

In-Person and Zoom
Bootcamp

Mon/Wed/Fri
7:15am and 9:15am

Personal Training
Contact Colleen Darrall 
cdarrall@fpcspartanburg.org

Interested in Fellowship Through Walking?
 

Email Colleen your preferred time and place!

Masks and social distancing will be required for those who have not been fully vaccinated. 
If you have been fully vaccinated, you will not be required to wear a mask. 

The FPC Weekday School will be hiring

teachers for the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Kris Graham at

kgraham@fpcspartanburg.org or call (864) 208-2148.
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SERVE Following	the	Biblical	command	to	love	our	neighbors,	First	Pres	strives	to	care	for	our	fellow	citizens	in	ways	that	truly	make	a	difference	and	spreads	God’s	love.

“2020 proved to be an unprecedented year, and as a result, many organizations had to reassess their plans for the
year. No one could have predicted the challenges that everyone has had to go through. First Presbyterian Church
was so gracious to allow grantees to utilize the grant funds where they were most needed during the pandemic.
One of the challenges we had to overcome as an organization was to still provide consistent and uninterrupted

crisis services to victims, while keeping our staff healthy and safe. Virtual technology has been the answer to that
prayer. This would not be possible without technology upgrades. We were able to utilize the grant monies from
First Presbyterian Church to assist with those costs. We purchased laptops for staff members to be able to work

from home. Our therapists transitioned to doing teletherapy via a secure online platform, and we have been
working with clients remotely to provide victim advocacy and legal referrals. Clients were able to meet with an

attorney online to assist with completing their Order of Protections. Staff members can now meet remotely, attend
trainings, collaborate with other professionals, and keep safe in the process.” 

 
Safe Homes’ mission is to use their collective voice to address the impact of domestic and sexual violence by

providing quality services to those affected and to creation social change through education, training, and activism.
  

Local mission grants are funded out of the annual operating budget. This is just one of the many ways First
Presbyterian Church serves our community through Safe Homes with your faithful giving. Thank you! 

LOCAL MISSION GRANTS: 
YOUR OPERATING BUDGET CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Sunday, July 4Sunday, June 6

The bond of sharing connects all humanity.

Hand in Hand was founded on the belief that the well-being of each community
member affects the well-being of our community as a whole. We started collecting food
items and basic essentials a year ago. Working with social workers and school
counselors, we have delivered items on a weekly basis for 55 weeks. We have provided
148 children with new clothing, undergarments, shoes, and coats; all purchased for the
individual's size and need. We have delivered food, cleaning supplies, paper products,
diapers/wipes, hygiene products, space heaters, air mattresses, alarm clocks, and more.
We have provided meal kits, including recipes and cooking utensils.

We truly thank you for your support. We have seen first hand how YOU are making a
difference in our community. Contact handinhandspartanburg@gmail.com if you would
like to get involved.
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For the past nine weeks, a group of 15 people from First Presbyterian Church and Church of the Advent joined together

via Zoom to discuss faith and racial equity together. Our group ranged from ages 28-80 years old, and we brought a

variety of perspectives and backgrounds with the common purpose to better understand racial justice through the lens

of our faith. We discussed books, watched videos, and grappled with tough topics together in love. Here are some

reflections from participants:

“The Just Faith sessions have been a wonderful learning experience meeting new Presbyterian and Episcopal friends

and hopefully finding ways to make our world better for social justice and equality.”

“The Just Faith experience removed many blinders for me: recognition of our history of inequity, coming face to face

with my privilege. Looking at issues of race through the lens of my faith, scripture, and prayers opened my heart and

mind to be aware of the continued work needed in me.”

“Just Faith has been a humbling but a truly spiritual journey to a small 

measure of enlightenment in regard to racial inequality and the silent role 

I’ve played in it.”

"The multidisciplinary course material was visual, experiential, spiritual, 

& intellectually challenging. I am clearer about the necessity for white 

people to continue to educate ourselves on the inequities that continue 

to oppress people of color in this country today."  

One way we can continue to make our world more just and equitable is 

to continue having these conversations! First Pres would love to have 

another JustFaith group in the fall. If you are interested in learning more, 

please visit www.justfaith.org/ 

L i f e  h a p p e n s  f a s t .  I s  n o w  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e  f o r  y o u ?

Are you looking for a place to sow your seeds for Christ at First Presbyterian Church? We have choices.

Take a look at the Stephen Minister's "job description" and see if this is where you would like to serve!

JOB
DESCRIPTION

HOURS JOB
REQUIREMENTS

EXPERIENCE

Provide one-to-one

Christian caring to

someone

experiencing

challenges in life.

Flexible.

One hour (more or

less) each week, in-

person, or on the

phone, at the place

of your choice.

One group meeting

per month for 1 hour.

Be a good listener. 

 

If you aren't already,

we will train you!

 

No "fixing!"

Being a Child of God

to walk beside a

person who is

hurting.

NEW CLASS STARTING AUGUST 2021! 

If you are interested in learning more about Stephen Ministry, please call, text, or email Dana Halliday

(864-237-0330/danahalliday1@charter.net).
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam
 

I am the resurrection and life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.       John 11:25

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Donna Holcombe-Burdette, on the death of her mother, Julia Daughdrill Holcombe;
Joe Biber, on the death of his brother, Arthur W. “Skeet” Biber, Jr.;

Susan Floyd, on the death of her father, Isaac Lindow White, III;
Tres Cox, on the death of his biological mother, Mary Nash;

Charlie Burns, on the death of his mother, Doris Palmer Burns Houk, and the death of his brother, Steven Burns; 
Mary Helen Williams, on the death of her brother, Dr. Julian Cleon Josey, Jr.; and 

Bill Mayrose, on the death of his brother-in-law, Calvin W. Barto, III.

Births 
Congratulations to:

Allison and Zach Ellis, on the birth of their daughter, Elizabeth Joann Ellis, born Thursday, April 22, 2021; and
Emily Hall and Zach Zatezalo, on the birth of their daughter, Madison Victoria Zatezalo, born Monday, April 26, 2021. 

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

James “Jamie” Alexander Hamilton, son of Kristin and Alex Hamilton, on May 9, 2021.

(THROUGH MAY 19,  2021)

Jerome “Jerry” Russell Cogdell
Thursday, April 15, 2021
Husband of Celia Cogdell

Richard Condron Lafean
Sunday, May 2, 2021

Your gifts make ministry possible at 

First Presbyterian Church. 

Please prayerfully consider making

your gift today!

WAYS TO GIVE

Scan the QR code with your phone camera to

give online or visit fpcspartanburg.org/give. 

Text to Give at (864) 309-0816.

Mail a check to FPC.

Pledge and give through 

ShelbyNext.

Mary Williams Moore and 
Jane Fairey Moore

Thursday, May 6, 2021
Daughters of John and Martha Moore

Hans Heinrich Kuhn
Tuesday, May 11, 2021



Summer

Bible Study 

YOUTH

@fpcsym

Rising 6th and 7th graders - Mondays, 12 - 2:30

Rising 8th, 9th and 10 graders - Tuesdays, 12 - 2:30

Meet at the Family Life Center at noon. We'll
walk to a nearby restaurant for lunch, then
return to the church for a devotion and rec
time. Bring some cash for lunch and a friend!
See your Weekly Email from Robert for dates!
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Confirmation with Pastor Leslie

JUNE
9 - Paint Ball

13 - 17 - FOCUS: FPC Family Experience
23 - Carowinds

 

JULY
7 - Wet 'n' Wild Water Park, Greensboro, NC

22 - Spartanburgers Game
25 - 31 - Montreat Youth Conference (High Schoolers only)

 

AUGUST
4 - Shop 'Til You Drop

15 - Blessing of the Backpacks and MacBooks
22 - Fall Kick Off Party

SUMMER
2021

SCHEDULE

FPC YOUTH
Confirmation Sunday

Baccalaureate Sunday

SUNDAY SCHOOL & NURSERY
CONTINUE THIS SUMMER IN

THE CLARK BUILDING! 

Preschool Sunday School
9:30-10:15am

Room C110
 

Elementary Sunday School
 9:30-10:15am

Room C201
 

Nursery (6 mo-3yrs)
9:15am-12noon

Room C105
 

There will be no Children's
Worship during Summer Schedule 

Mark your calendars for

Wednesday nights in

July! Details to be

emailed soon!

W I TH  HOL L Y

Summer Hangout 2019

Hangout 2019
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SUMMER SIZZLES

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN
JUNE 27
FELLOWSHIP OVER REFRESHING LEMONADE! 

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 
AUGUST 1
ENJOY A DELICIOUS HOT DOG LUNCH!

END OF SUMMER BASH & RALLY DAY  
AUGUST 29
SUMMER MIGHT BE ENDING, BUT THE BEGINNING
OF FALL BRINGS NEW ADVENTURES FOR FPC KIDS
AS THEY MOVE INTO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR. JOIN
US FOR FOOD TRUCKS, WATER GAMES, AND
MANY MORE FUN FAMILY ACTIVITIES!

ICE CREAM SIZZLE 
JUNE 6
EAT DESSERT FIRST! ENJOY NOSTALGIC, 
PRE-PACKAGED ICE CREAM TREATS 

BLESSINGS OF THE BACKPACKS
AUGUST 15
ALL SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN AND YOUTH, BRING
YOUR BACKPACKS! JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP AND
REFRESHMENTS ON THE FRONT LAWN AT 10:00AM.

FPC OLYMPICS
JULY 18
JOIN US FOR GAMES AT 4PM AND A COOKOUT AT
5PM! REGISTER YOUR FAMILY FOR THE COOKOUT, 
OR BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC.

More information at fpcspartanburg.org

at First Presbyterian church

sundays after 10:30am worship


