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30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 He 
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many 
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat 
to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they 
hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he 
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 35 When it grew late, his disciples came to 
him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now very late; 36 send them away so that 
they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy something for themselves to 
eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to 
go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to 
them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” When they had found out, they said, “Five, 
and two fish.” 39 Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green 
grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people; and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate and 
were filled; 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44 Those who 
had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men. 

 
1. Prophecy fulfilled 

a. Parallels  

i. ‘Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, “They shall eat and 
have some left.” (2 Kings 4:42) 

ii. I will satisfy its poor with bread. (Psalm 132:11f) 

iii. …I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, … there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.…I will 
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 
will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them 
with justice. (Ezekiel 34:2ff) 

2. People needed Jesus 

a. Sympathy for the disciples 

b. When have you craved rest but were so needed you could not get away? 

3. The Crowd…again! 

a. Disciples hesitate? 
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b. How much bread?  

i. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, 
no money in their belts; (Mark 6:8) 

ii. ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. (John 6:9) 

iii. “Give!” 

c. Compassion 

i. splagchnizomai 

4. Who is this? 

a. More detail than John 

i. Very late, deserted place, sheep w/o shepherd, compassion, surrounding 
countryside, grass 

ii. The Markan Jesus is more human 

1. John’s version has nothing about  

a. Getting away needing rest; 

b. Having no leisure  

c. Does not mention Jesus compassion, 

b. Manna 

i. A miracle story  

1. Why would Jesus bother to tell them to “give them something to eat” if they 
already had the food with them!! 

2. A man who can rain manna from heaven 

3. Something from nothing;  

c. Divinity and Humanity  

d. Green grass? 

i. Make you to lie down in green pastures… 

5. Bounty 

a. Jesus hides this kind of power  

b. No amazement 

c. John makes it clear the baskets full were leftovers 

d. Subtle working of the Lord 

e. Where do you see the bounty of the Lord sneaking into your life?  


