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Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”     
6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
9 Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
keep your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever 
speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say that if anyone tells father or 
mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’ (that is, an offering to God) -  
12 then you no longer permit doing anything for a father or mother, 13 thus making void the 
word of God through your tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like this.” 
14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15 
there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 
what defile.” 
17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about the parable. 
18 He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do you not see that whatever goes 
into a person from outside cannot defile, 19 since it enters, not the heart but the stomach, and 
goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, “It is what comes 
out of a person that defiles. 21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 
come: fornication, theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 
1. Expanding the holy and abolishing the barriers 

a. “And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax-collectors and sinners were also 
sitting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him. (Mark 2:15) 

b. “eating the bread” (Mark 7:2 Gk.) 

c. From purity to ethical 

i. What is an “unclean” hand? 

ii. What might have been the blessed intention of this law? 
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iii. What are some of the traditions “of the elders” we need to abolish? 

1. 1950’s public service movie shorts (MST3K, Posture Pals) 

2. Where is ‘vanity’ in our worship? 

a. and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote (Isaiah 
29:13) 

2. Problematic ethic of Old Testament law 

a. If a man meets a virgin who is not engaged, and seizes her and lies with her, and they 
are caught in the act, the man who lay with her shall give fifty shekels of silver to the 
young woman’s father, and she shall become his wife. Because he violated her he shall 
not be permitted to divorce her as long as he lives. (Deuteronomy 22:28) 

b. When a man seduces a virgin who is not engaged to be married, and lies with her, he 
shall give the bride-price for her and make her his wife. But if her father refuses to give 
her to him, he shall pay an amount equal to the bride-price for virgins. (Exodus 22:16,17) 

3. Forward thinking 

a. You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 
You shall not abuse any widow or orphan. If you do abuse them, when they cry out to 
me, I will surely heed their cry; my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and 
your wives shall become widows and your children orphans.(Exodus 22) 

b. If you lend money to my people, to the poor among you, you shall not deal with them as 
a creditor; you shall not exact interest from them. If you take your neighbour’s cloak in 
pawn, you shall restore it before the sun goes down; for it may be your neighbour’s only 
clothing to use as cover; in what else shall that person sleep? And if your neighbour cries 
out to me, I will listen, for I am compassionate. (Exodus 22) 

c. If you go into your neighbour’s vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes, as many as you 
wish, but you shall not put any in a container. 

4. All food clean 

a. Purity code disguised as moral code 

b. Law=Love 

c. “The good will” Immanuel Kant 

d. Honor father and mother 

5. Stewardship of faith 

a. All at the table with hearts of generous love 

b. Corban 

i. Willing one’s property to the temple 


