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11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a sign from heaven, to test 
him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? 
Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, and getting into the 
boat again, he went across to the other side. 
14 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in 
the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out – beware of the yeast of the Pharisees 
and the yeast of Herod.” 16 They said to one another, “It is because we have no bread.” 17 And 
becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you 
still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have eyes, and fail to see? 
Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves 
for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?” They said to him, 
“Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did 
you collect?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 Then he said to them, “Do you not yet 
understand?” 
 
 

1. Yeasty principles 

a. Pharisees yeasty principles 

i. Hypocrisy 

ii. Purity 

iii. Law 

iv. Are these intrinsically a good or an evil?  

1. The whole loaf 

b. Jesus’ yeasty principles 

i. The key sign “all can eat and be satisfied” 

ii. Forgiveness 

iii. Love 

iv. What else? 

2. Yeast of First Presbyterian 

a. What is our yeast?  

b. Charity vs family 

3. Signs and testing 

a. Bethlehem star 
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b. Deuteronomy 29:2-4 

i. Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: You have seen all that the Lord 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and 
to all his land, 3the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those great 
wonders. 4But to this day the Lord has not given you a [heart, LXX] mind to 
understand, or eyes to see, or ears to hear. 

c. 12, 7, 5, 4000 

i. Israel 

ii. Creation 

4. The loaf 

a. Verse 14 literal: “they had forgotten to bring loaves and had none except for one 
loaf” 

b. Do you not understand…yet 

c. Via dolorosa vs Via Gloria 


