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14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and some scribes arguing with 
them. 15 When the whole crowd saw him, they were immediately overcome with awe, and they ran forward to 
greet him. 16 He asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17 Someone from the crowd answered 
him, “Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; 18 and whenever it seizes 
him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast 
it out, but they could not do so.” 19 He answered them, “You faithless generation, how much longer must I be 
among you? How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him to me.” 20 And they brought the boy to him. 
When the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming 
at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked the father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From 
childhood. 22 It has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if you are able to do 
anything, have pity on us and help us.” 23 Jesus said to him, “If you are able! – All things can be done for the one 
who believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw 
that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You spirit that keeps this boy 
from speaking and hearing, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him again!” 26 After crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27 But 
Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he was able to stand. 28 When he had entered the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29 He said to them, “This kind can come out only 
through prayer.” 
 

1. Verse 15, awe 

a. ekthambéō = out of one’s senses, beyond astonished, overcome with amazement 

b. He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed (ekthambeo, 
greatly awestruck) and agitated. (Mark 14:33) 

c. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right side; and they were alarmed (ekthambeo). Mark 16:5 

2. Epilepsy? 

a. Possession=loss of control; literally something has possessed you meaning you no longer 
possess yourself  

3. Verse 18, “It seizes him” 

a. To lay hold of, seize bound up 

4. Castigates whom? 

5. “If you are able”?  

a. If you are willing; “Lord willing” 

b. If you are not too busy; I don’t want to bother you 

c. If it is your will; “thy will be done” 

i. But if it is then why pray? 
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d. What about the weather? What do you find yourself praying about the weather? 

6. Disbelief, unbelief, doubt, and certainty 

a. Disbelief 

i. Suffering proves God does not exist or God is not all loving and powerful 

b. Doubt=a feeling of uncertainty 

i. ἀπορέω=perplexed 

1. πόρος, "a way, means" 

ii. Conflicted 

iii. I am not sure; there is conflicting evidence 

iv. Is it the same as belief/unbelief? 

c. Unbelief=  

i. Pístis = I believe, have faith in, trust in; pass: I am entrusted with. 

ii. A-pistía = not pistis 

iii. No faith, no trust in person, in God 

1. And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few 
sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. Mark 6:5-6 

iv. What then is this father trying to express? 

7. How does coronavirus influence our faith/belief in God’s acting in the world? 

a. Share a time of “unbelief” 

b. Share a time of “certainty” 

c. Kierkegaard, Training in Christianity  

i. “And this is one of the most crucial definitions for the whole of Christianity; that the 
opposite of sin is not virtue but faith.” 

ii. “To believe is indeed to lose the understanding in order to gain God.” 

1. How did this father give up ‘understanding’? 

8. Jesus said to him, ‘If you are able! – All things can be done for the one who believes.’ 

a. What do we fail to believe that God can do? 

9. ‘Why could we not cast it out?’  

a. When have you been frustrated over a feeling of powerlessness in your faith? 

b. ‘This kind can come out only through prayer.’ Why? 


