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The Gospel of Mark 
Week 2: Mark 1:2-8 

 
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
1. No birth narrative! 

2. Prophet Isaiah 
a. Verse 2 is not a quote from Isaiah 

i. Yahweh’s advent:  
ii. Mal 3:1 “See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me…” 

b. A way of liberation 
i. Exodus 23:20 “I am going to send an angel in front of you, to guard you on the way 

and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” 
c. Isaiah 40:3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
i. is the voice coming from the wilderness or telling people to prepare in the 

wilderness? 
ii. Septuagint=the 70 

iii. Some textual variants read “prophets” rather than the “prophet Isaiah”  

3. The Way…Central Motif 
a. kataskeuasei = construction:  

i. “no mere path” Ched Myers; something new not just paving 
b. Early Christians  

4. Wilderness 
a. Stark need: Exodus, nomadic place 
b. Personal Isolation: Elijah 
c. Divine deliverance: Hagar, Ishmael 
d. Divine Encounter: Moses burning bush  

5. Three possible meanings: Ched Myers 
a. Behold, I (God) send my messenger, (John/Elijah) before your face (Jesus) who will 

construct your way. 
b. Behold, I (God), send my messenger (Jesus) before your face (the disciples) who will 

construct your way. 
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c. Behold, I (God), send my messenger (the evangelist [Mark]), before your face (his 
addressees) who (by writing of the gospel) will construct your way. 

6. Malachi, the “last prophet” 

7. His clothes? 
a. gaunt, bearded stovepipe hat… 
b. “They answered him, ‘A hairy man, with a leather belt around his waist.’ He said, ‘It is 

Elijah the Tishbite.’” 2 Kings 1:8 
c. Mark 6:14, 15… “King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were 

saying, ‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 
powers are at work in him.’ But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’” 

d. politically subversive 
i. Elijah and the prophets held the kings both foreign and domestic accountable to 

God 
e. also for the individual=calling all to repent 

8. Why John the Baptist appears before Jesus? 
a. Malachi 4:5 “Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of 

the Lord comes.” 
i. The end of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament 

b. Great for those who repent, terrible for the others 

9. Repent = Metanoia (μετανοίας) 
a. meta = change after being with 
b. noia = think 
c. conversion, re-formation 
d. not “Metamelomai” = painful sorrow, remorseful regret, 

i. melo = be concerned 

10. “Baptism of repentance” 
a. NEB “And so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness proclaiming a 

baptism in token of repentance, for the forgiveness of sins,” 
i. baptism is a sign of repentance 

ii. a baptism of “reformation” ...for the forgiveness of sins. 
1. baptism creates the repentance 

b. baptism is in service to the “re-formation” 
i. Holy Spirit 

11. “For the forgiveness of sins” 
a. not ritual sacrifice but baptism 
b. outside temple tradition  

12. NEB: “proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 

13. RSV: “preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 

14. “not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals” 


