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9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  
10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him.  
11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  
13 He was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him. 
 
 

1. Nazareth of Galilee 
a. 12 miles by 7 ½  
b. pop. 1500 time of Jesus 
c. Matthew does not include Nazareth 
d. perhaps Jesus grew up there 

 

2. baptism 
a. private? voice and vision for Jesus alone 

i. …contra. Luke: “Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened…” 

b. “saw the heavens in the process being ripped apart” (Williamson) 
i. same verb when the curtain was torn in the temple at Jesus death 15:38 

1. curtain=dividing wall between heaven and earth 
c. Isaiah 64:1ff. “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down…so that 

the mountains would quake at your presence… so that the nations might 
tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed…” 

d. dove (like its movement or like its appearance?) 
i. proves Jesus was greater than John 

ii. indicates he is the one: “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” (John 1:33) 

 

3. ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

Which figure in the Old Testament is Jesus? 

a. “My son” 
i. the Son of God 

1. "I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art 
my Son; this day have I begotten thee." (Psalm 2:7) 
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ii. Son of David (Clearly this one was prominent in the hearts of minds of his 
early followers) 

1. 2 Samuel 7: “I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son 
to me. “ 

iii. Suffering servant:  
iv. Isaiah 53:3 “He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering 

and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their 
faces, he was despised, and we held him of no account.” 

v. Divine Wisdom 
1. Proverbs 8: “The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 

the first of his acts of long ago…When he established the heavens, 
I was there… then I was beside him, like a master worker…and I 
was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always…” 

 

4. Temptation 
a. Spirit drove him 

i. throw (cast, put) out; banish; 
ii. Luke 4: “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit in the wilderness,” 
b. test or tempt? 

i. peirázō (from 3984 /peíra, "test, trial")  
ii. Mark uses this word almost exclusively for test 

iii. Test between Jesus and Satan 
iv. Luke 4: “He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘” 
v. Matthew 4: 1 “He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards 

he was famished. The tempter came and said to him…”  
vi. last the full forty days as opposed to the end of the 40 days 

vii. more going on in the wilderness than just temptation/testing 


