
Dr. Thomas E. Evans 
Online Bible Study, Spring 2020 

May 6, 2020 

The Gospel of Mark 
Week 5: Mark 2:1-12 

 
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 So many gathered around 
that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then 
some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they could not bring him to 
Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat 
on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ 6 Now 
some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 ‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is 
blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ 8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these 
questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, 
to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat and walk”? 10 But so that you 
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’ – he said to the paralytic –  11 ‘I say to you, stand 
up, take your mat and go to your home.’ 12 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all 
of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’ 
 

1. Blasphemy charge 
a. First of many direct confrontations between Jesus and the establishment 
b. Who can forgive sins but God alone? 

i. Isaiah 33:24 
1. And no inhabitant will say, ‘I am sick’; the people who live there will be forgiven their 

iniquity. 
ii. This one ultimately gets him killed 

 
2. “Forgiven” 

a. Forgiven, aphíēmi  (Send away) 
b. Sins, amartia (no share)  
c. Usurps the debt order 

i. the means of control and livelihood 
d. Crowd as witness and jury 

i. Ochlos not plethos 
 

3. “Son of Man” 
a. Not “Son of God” (Mark 1:1) 
b. Daniel: “one like a human being” [of Man one like a son] 

As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne; his clothing was white 
as snow… And as I watched, the beast was put to death… As I watched in the night visions, I saw 
“one like a human being” [of Man one like a son] coming with the clouds of heaven… To him was 
given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall 
never be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13 ff) 

c. Relocating power into Jesus 
 

4. Not about Jesus’ healing power nor the faith of friends 
a. What factors convince you Jesus is Lord?  

i. who is this man? 


