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I must admit. This election season has me 
completely enthralled.  Of course it’s about who 
will become president, but there is something else. 
I feel like I am watching a stock car race at which, at 
any moment, a single bump or nudge from an 
opponent will send someone spinning in a 
spectacular wreck. Or perhaps it’s a hockey game in 
which one cheap shot becomes an all-out bench-
clearing brawl. Of course, instead of driving or 
skating, it’s verbal thrusts and jabs. 

At one debate, one candidate’s verbal dexterity 
and rapier-sharp wit leads to victory and, at 
another, he or she is eviscerated by a masterful 
blow. Whatever the outcome of our election, 
verbal mastery is clearly a necessary skill to swaying 
the hearts and minds of the American public.  

But the Master lived so long ago. In the coming 
weeks, we will see how Jesus used a few words to 
disperse a bloodthirsty crowd or to penetrate the 
heart of a man not ready to follow God. How His 
knowledge of the law, combined with His verbal 
dexterity, silenced the religious authorities of His 
day. We will explore a tender moment with one of 
His dear friends who believed Him dead and, finally, 
today how His deep insights led a fisherman into 
deeper waters. 

Today’s passage begins with Jesus speaking to 
the crowds from a boat, but Luke tells us nothing of 
what He said to them. In fact, all the gospels, with 
the exception of the Sermon on the Mount, have 
mostly recorded His personal conversations rather 
than His speeches to the crowds. I wonder, if we 
had similar information for our candidates for 
president, how that might influence our opinions. 
The personal conversations do more to reveal inner 
character and have a greater effect to transform 
lives. 

This means by cultivating the power of 
conversation we can not only transform others but 
ourselves as well. But this art, once treasured in 
another time, has been largely lost in today’s world. 

In fact, the final obstacle to CS Lewis’s faith was 
taken down by the power of a conversation with 
friends. Over the course of several years with his 
colleague and catholic friend JRR Tolkien, Lewis 
engaged in esoteric, academic conversations but 
also ones of personal faith and the meaning of life. 
Lewis appreciated Jesus but would not place his 
trust in Him as Lord. 

But one evening, Tolkien and Lewis spoke until 
3 o’clock in the morning! A few weeks later, Lewis 
said of that conversation “I have just passed from 
believing in God to definitely believing in Christ my 
long night talking had a great deal to do with it.”  

Brett McKay, founder of the blog The Art of 
Manliness, analyzed this conversation and I have 
adapted it to help us see Christ’s power to change 
lives through conversation; how we can learn how 
to go deeper in our time with others.  

The key elements we see both in Tolkien’s and 
Christ’s conversations are time, space, respect, 
solitude, and love. 

Time  

To have conversations that matter, we need to 
give our most precious commodity, which is our 
time. Tolkien stayed up until three in the morning. 
It took sustained attention and focus on his part for 
the conversation to go into places of deep meaning. 
With all our multi-tasking with our phones, too 
often we fail to truly be available in a way that 
allows the transforming moment to take place. 

Jesus was never too busy to give His time. And 
right in the middle of preaching to crowds, He took 
time to be with Peter in the deep waters. It is a 
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profound gift when we give someone the gift of our 
time and Jesus gave it liberally to His friends. 

Space 

It not only takes time, it takes space. The right 
setting can be critical to the power of a 
conversation. Tolkien and Lewis were part of a 
literary society called Inklings. They would meet at 
Lewis’ lodging or at a pub, smoke their pipes, and 
read each other their latest works. Jesus created 
space by taking Peter away from presence of the 
crowd, so the depth of the interaction would be 
greatest. It was a place of more privacy and also a 
place in which Peter was very comfortable. 

Respect 

A conversation must also be a matter of give-
and-take. Tolkien didn’t spend hours lecturing CS 
Lewis, they were engaged in a dynamic interchange 
of thought and mutual respect.  

In part, Lewis resisted believing in Christ 
because it seemed that he would have to abandon 
both his intellectual integrity and his love for 
beauty and art. Rather than telling Lewis what he 
should believe, Tolkien showed Lewis respect by 
demonstrating how Christianity is the fulfillment of 
those things Lewis held most dear, those 
personality traits that made Lewis who he was. 

Jesus gave Peter respect by not simply forcing 
the truth upon him. Of course, Peter didn’t really 
expect this orator to be able to know more about 
fishing than he did. But the weight of the nets spoke 
volumes words never could. Jesus respected Peter 
by sharing truth in a way that connected to the core 
of Peter’s life - - fishing. 

In this brief exchange, we see Peter is thinking 
about not just the depths of the ocean but the 
depths inside himself. This is Jesus’ masterful 
stroke. 

The depths that he longed to discover apart 
from the daily grind of terrible, backbreaking work. 
Work that rubbed his hands raw. I think Peter 
sometimes wondered if there were more to life 
than fishing and living day-to-day at the whims of 

the sea; was there more to life than the toil which 
never lets you get further ahead than a few meals.   

Solitude 

The time for the full effect of a conversation to 
sink deep into our psyche and to become part of 
who we are requires solitude. Time alone with our 
thoughts. Now, in the case of Christ, it may not take 
so long; Peter was transformed in the moment. But 
most of the time you and I need time to be alone 
with our thoughts and to reflect. It took Lewis 
several days before the full weight of what 
happened that night sunk in. 

Love 

Finally for conversation to have its true effect 
we must be filled with love. 

As Peter feels those nets snapping under the 
weight of the fish, he is completely overwhelmed. 

Peter knows something about being trapped. 
He knows something of how a fish feels in the net. 
The net ensnares the fish and leads it to where the 
fisherman wants it to go. I think the fisherman in 
Peter knew he had been caught, when he felt the 
nets breaking at the weight of the massive haul, 
and he was terrified. Right then, he gets on his 
knees begging for mercy. 

Then Jesus speaks to him the most soothing of 
words. Words of caring, compassion, and 
understanding. Fear not Peter. Fear not. 

And Peter somehow can believe this man when 
He speaks. These, the most reassuring of all words 
to those in chaos and without power and devoid of 
hope. Fear not! 

Jesus’ words come to Peter and come to us 
feeble people. Feeble of mind, feeble of courage, 
feeble of hope, feeble of trust. He becomes Peter’s 
strength. He becomes our strength. 

Here is this man of such fearsome power who 
has taken the time to get into one man’s boat, and 
to offer him compassion, to offer him comfort, to 
even offer him friendship; to teach him how to fish 
in deeper waters. He has offered Peter a chance to 
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live a deeper life, he has offered Peter a greater 
purpose and Peter was caught. 

As the fish were drawn out from the sea, Peter 
gets down on his knees and, right then, devotes his 
life to Jesus. 

Amen. 


