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Disease running through the streets, 
people keep their distance 
not knowing if any sign of infection 
might infect them. 

Those who are sick 
are kept away from others, 
even their families. 

Political unrest 
spurred by injustice 
leads to violence in the streets, 
it feels like society is unwinding. 

In the middle of these deep divisions, 
one man puts pen to paper 
to tell people a story. 

It’s an unbelievable story 
about a man, 
a man who can heal this disease, 
who can forge a lasting fellowship 
across all that divides us. 

From the very first sentence 
we read that this story 
is Good News! 

We will learn that this Man will heal wounds 
inside that we didn’t even know we had. 

Furthermore, Mark tells us 
that this is only the beginning! 

The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. 

 Mark wrote his gospel in a time eerily similar to 
ours. The political unrest was spurred by the unjust 
Roman government. At the time of Mark’s writing, 
uprisings were leading to violence which would 
soon lead to the destruction of the heart of the 
Jews’ religious life – the Temple. They would no 
longer be able to go to worship in person! We think 
internet worship is not quite the real thing and it 
was the same for the Jews. Synagogue gatherings 
were no substitute for Temple worship. The Temple 
was a gift from God. The Temple was the place of 

the Holy of Holies, where the Spirit of the Lord 
resided. The Temple was the place where people 
were cleansed of their sins. 

The disease afflicting people was not COVID-19 
but leprosy, epilepsy, or any of a dozen other 
conditions. Anyone afflicted would often be forced 
to live on the outskirts of town. 

The news of this Nazarene was such remarkably 
Good News because for centuries it seemed as if 
God had gone silent. 

At the time, as in previous Old Testament times, 
the Jews bemoaned only hearing what they 
referred to as the “bath qol,” the daughter of the 
voice of God meaning only a small little voice, an 
echo, not the direct voice of the divine (sorry 
daughters!). They felt abandoned and yearned for 
the days when God spoke directly to the prophets. 
But in Jesus, the voice of God comes to us through 
his Son, in the flesh, which is why this is such 
profoundly Good News! 

The Greek word translated “Good News,” 
euangélion, was used at this time in the world to 
denote blessings with cosmic significance. In the 
Roman world it might be used to announce the 
birth of a Caesar, whom they believed to be gods. 

In this very first sentence Mark tells them who 
Jesus is, “the Christ, the Son of God”. But Mark 
wants to be careful. It will take his entire story for 
them to understand what this means. 

At the time Mark was writing this, there was no 
common understanding, not among Jews and 
especially not his gentile readers, regarding the 
Messiah nor what a “Son of God” was! 

The notion of messiah developed over the 
course of centuries within the Jewish faith. On one 
level, every king was “the messiah”. They were 
literally anointed. Even the wicked King Jehu 
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received this declaration, “This is what the Lord 
says: I anoint you king over Israel” (2 Kings 9:3). Even 
a non-Jewish liberator, Cyrus, in Isaiah 45:1, is also 
called the Lord’s messiah. 

But as time proceeded amid the generalized 
notion of the messiahs of God, the concept of THE 
MESSIAH arose. Unlike the others, this Messiah 
would forever be the Lord’s anointed (1 Samuel 
2:35). This Messiah would be of the house of David, 
would be a king like David, and would sit on the 
throne forever. Though Mark needs to use this title, 
he does so hesitantly. After this first verse, the 
Greek word “Christ” never appears again! When 
the Hebrew “Messiah” does appear, it refers to 
people’s misunderstanding in thinking Jesus will be 
an earthly king over Israel. 

The next part of the verse does not offer any 
more clarity to Mark’s readers. In the Old 
Testament, “Son of God” applied variously to 
angels, kings such as David and Solomon, pious 
men, and even the nation of Israel. 

The understanding we have today that the Son 
of God is an eternal divine being was not self-
evident in the Old Testament writings. Nor was the 
Son of God thought to be the same person as the 
Messiah! Not entirely. 

So, though it seems as if Mark has given us the 
answer in the first verse, as to who Jesus is, we can 
see it might have possibly made his identity more 
confusing. 

Jesus, himself, is even more hesitant than Mark 
with these titles. He does not refer to himself as the 
Son of God but the Son of Man. He only reveals his 
nature in small doses, not wanting his true self to 
be misconstrued. As a result, we find Jesus warning 
demons not to reveal his true identity and 
commanding silence to those who have received 
healing or witnessed his command over nature. 
After asking the disciples who they believe him to 
be, Peter gives the correct answer, “you are the 
Messiah.” But even then, Jesus warns them not to 
tell anyone! 

In Mark’s time, people were too focused on 
Messiah as King, an earthly liberator, out of their 
desperate fear of Rome, and so they missed seeing 
Jesus for what he truly was.  

That is why Mark wrote his Gospel. 

In our world today, and in my life, and in yours I 
sometimes wonder if our 2,000 years of knowledge 
has really given us an advantage over the Disciples.  

Perhaps, like Mark’s readers, we presume too 
much. We know the prophecies, what our parents 
have taught us, the stories in the Bible, and what 
we have heard in church for decades. Perhaps we 
need to read this Gospel with fresh eyes and 
remember that Mark tells us that this story is the 
mere beginning. Perhaps today, in our time, we 
need to realize that however long we have known 
the Lord, even now our understanding, my faith 
and yours, as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:12, is 
only in partial, that we see in a mirror, dimly. 

The amazing and powerful thing about our Lord 
is that he is always more than we ever can imagine. 

This time of crisis is the perfect time to ask 
ourselves what Mark asks his readers to consider, 
“Who is this Jesus?” How is my understanding dim 
and failing to embrace everything he has to offer 
for this world? 

We need him now more than ever. COVID-19 
and racism has driven us further apart than perhaps 
leprosy and Rome ever did. 

Two weeks ago, I was part of a Zoom call, which 
led to a press conference with sixty clergy across 
race and gender. It was a privilege to be invited and 
a powerful witness to the world that faith can heal 
and bridge all divides. 

As my black brothers and sisters shared, 
something struck deep in my heart concerning their 
pain – the suffocating effects of racism. Each video, 
tragic story, and the centuries of violence have 
given them PTSD. Like a solider returning from war, 
events big and small trigger waves of anguish. Every 
new story of racism and hatred erodes their soul 
and stokes their anger. When Mark wrote his 
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Gospel, the Jews had also suffered through 
centuries of the same endless afflictions from one 
conqueror to the next. 

The black clergy I spoke with wanted prayer, but 
that was not enough. They wanted, no needed, us 
to feel their pain and to act. And this is where I think 
we, perhaps like Mark’s readers, have missed the 
fullness of who Jesus is. We see him as our Savior, 
but that is only the beginning. He is a transformer 
of worlds. 

And, in some respects, it can only be seen 
through the hardest of times. Times like now. 

It is at the very brink of the abyss of despair, 
when we have absolutely no where left to turn, 
when all our earthly solutions have failed us, when 
all we can see is darkness… that is when the light of 
this Nazarene shines most brightly. 

When the Bible was written, it was an incredibly 
challenging time, but – even so – Paul writes, 
against all reason, 

…we …boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does 
not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts. (Romans 5:2-5) 

Pouring out the love of God is everything Jesus is 
about.  

Mark will show us 
that to know Jesus 
is to discover his radical welcome. 

A welcome that crossed dangerous boundaries 
and brought everyone to his table. 

We need to set the same table of welcome 
in our church 
and in our lives. 

Mark will show us 
that to know Jesus 
is to see his compassion. 

A compassion that was so powerful 
that it felt like his guts were being torn out. 

That is the compassion 

we need to feel now, 
for our black brothers and sisters. 

Mark will show us that no one 
has greater love 
than to lay down his life for his friends 
and that Christ can be seen most clearly 
through witnessing his love. 

His sacrificial love on the cross 
which prompted even an enemy of the faith, 
a soldier of Rome 
who saw the way in which he died, declare 
“Truly this man was God’s Son.” 

Radical welcome. 
Deep compassion. 
Sacrificial acts of love. 
Jesus shows us the path to healing our world. 

If we have the courage to live into it 
then we will know. 
more than ever before. 
who this Lord is. 

And it will only be the beginning. 

Amen. 


