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In the Bible, God speaks in “many and various 
ways” as Hebrews tell us. God speaks through 
angels, like with Mary. God speaks through bizarre 
writing on the wall, as with Daniel. God speaks 
through burning bushes, as to Moses, and God even 
speaks directly, in an audible voice, like with 
Samuel. 

We envy those days in which God 
communicated so clearly and we want to know if 
(or rather how) God still speaks today. I propose 
this morning we explore biblical examples of God’s 
communication, Angels, direct, audible speech, and 
“out of the whirlwind”. 

Angels 

In the Bible, God makes somewhat regular use 
of fantastic creatures to speak to us. In Revelation 
these angels have six wings, can fly, and perpetually 
declare God’s truth. At Jesus’ resurrection, angels 
speak words of comfort to Mary. But does God still 
send these angels today? 

Many Christians believe that God sends them 
special messengers to give them comfort, 
guidance, and direction. It may be a chance 
encounter with a stranger, who offers a kind word. 
And, since “angel” means messenger, perhaps we 
can conclude that yes, God does still speak to us 
through angels. 

But if by angels we are referring to these 6-
winged beings that live with God, are not human, 
and come down to earth to convey his truth, I am 
not so sure. It simply does not reflect how I have 
experienced God or the world in general. There are 
no stories I have heard that are compelling. I must 
admit that there is a measure of skepticism in my 
21st century mind.  

But I am not the only one. In fact, it is the Bible 
that tells us to be careful. We should be careful to 
not too quickly believe somebody’s claim that an 

angel spoke to them. In Colossians, Paul says, “Do 
not let anyone who delights in false humility and 
the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person 
also goes into great detail about what they have 
seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their 
unspiritual mind.” 

The apostle Paul, who saw a fantastic and 
incredible vision when Christ struck him blind on 
the road to Damascus, he’s the one who doubts 
angels have visited other people.  

Does God speak to us in a voice we can hear? 

Curiously enough, even in the Bible which is 
literally God’s word to us, God speaking to us, if you 
will, there is a lot about the absence of God’s word. 
There are moments in which God not only seemed 
silent, but God was silent. In the book of Samuel, 
we are told, “Now the boy Samuel was ministering 
to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare 
in those days; visions were not widespread.”  

So, when Samuel was lying down in the temple 
near the Ark and he heard a voice call his name, he 
assumed it was Eli. He went to Eli only to discover 
he hadn’t called him. This happens two more times 
and, finally, Eli catches on that God is calling 
Samuel, so Eli tells Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he 
calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’” 

Even though this story is about God speaking, 
we are first told that this is a rare occurrence. It was 
so unexpected that neither Samuel nor Eli knew it 
was God. But that was in Biblical times. What about 
today? 

There’s an old joke: When you talk to God, we 
call it prayer, but when God talks to you, we call it 
schizophrenia. 

While we can accept that God spoke in days of 
old we have a much harder time believing it today. 
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We have a hard time believing because we have 
seen so many instances throughout history of 
people claiming, with utter certainty, that God has 
spoken to them, leading to profound abuse of 
power and great tragedy. 

People understandably want to be open to the 
idea that God still speaks directly and clearly to 
individuals. But, it is precisely that kind of openness 
to someone else’s direct line to God that enables a 
madman like Jim Jones to convince people that God 
wants them to drink Kool-Aid laced with cyanide! 

Out of the Whirlwind 

Then… how does God communicate with us? 

For this answer we turn to Job. As you recall, 
Job had been afflicted by disease, by the death of 
his loved ones, and then, even further, by his 
friends! 

For several chapters his friends try to teach Job 
what it is that God is saying – they are shortsighted, 
pedantic, and trivial thoughts. His friends speak 
with utter confidence and conviction. Then his 
friends turn those thoughts and they turn those 
beliefs towards Job, to condemn him. 

Perhaps one of the greatest ills of our time is 
that we have all become like Job’s friends. It seems 
that everyone is claiming to know what God wants, 
what God thinks, what God has to say. While at the 
same time, with supposed good intentions, 
explaining to everyone who does not think like they 
do why they are sinners and why they are suffering 
God’s wrath. 

It is the reason I cannot stand watching the 
news. There is no humility. No respect. No 
willingness to actually listen, to listen from that 
broken frail part of ourselves. But they all keep 
shouting and condemning each other, claiming 
absolute certainty. Paul lamented such certainty, 
and Jim Jones exposed its dangers. 

But Job is different from his friends. And it is his 
suffering that has done this. 

Job, like you and me, desperately wanted to 
know exactly what God thinks. Job wanted the 
hand writing on the wall, so to speak – or the 
message from an angel – to know what to do, to 
know what to believe, to know why his life was so 
hard. 

And, to truly get a feel for Job’s aching, 
yearning, desire to hear God’s word, you have to sit 
down and read this book all in one sitting. Only then 
can you get a full sense of the existential crisis that 
Job was experiencing - - and how impossibly hard it 
was for him to not be given a direct word - - and 
how horribly frustrating it was for him to have his 
friends presume to know exactly what it was that 
Job had done wrong. 

Job’s frustration builds and builds, chapter after 
chapter. That building is a metaphor of our lives, 
years and decades that we yearn to know what it is 
that God has to say to us, yearning for God to speak 
to us directly, and, only at that point of utter 
exhaustion… 

God’s presence erupts onto the scene! 

The Bible tells us, “Out of the whirlwind God 
spoke!” 

Essentially, God says, “I am God, you are not. 
There are things in this world that have nothing to 
do with you, that you will never understand.” 

After listening to God’s extensive speech about 
the divine power to create, to destroy, to control 
the winds and the seas and the creatures of the 
earth, Job completely and utterly admits that he 
had tried to speak for God rather than hear what 
God had to say. 

Job seems to finally realize that the only way to 
hear and to know God’s will is utter openness, 
complete humility, and an unrestrained desire to 
hear what God is saying, without inserting the 
smallest bit of his own will and his own thoughts. 

And though Job is never given an answer to his 
questions there is something profound that 
happens, because Job was finally ready to truly 
listen – and it changed everything. 
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It changed something within Job; it opened his 
heart. 

And, instead of Job focusing on his suffering, his 
loss, and his lack of understanding, Job goes to God 
in prayer – not for himself but – to ask God to be 
merciful and forgive those that had blamed him, 
condemned him, and shamed him. 

In his humility before God, Job’s heart was 
turned away from himself to those who opposed 
him. 

And that is when the miracle happens. In Job 
42:10: “The Lord restored his fortune when he 
prayed for his friends.”    

Job is healed of his affliction, Job finds peace, 
Job finds family, and not only does Job receive 
restoration and the joy of life, but Job’s friends 
receive God’s mercy as well. 

So does God speak to us today?  

Yes, unequivocally, yes! God speaks in more 
powerful and profound and spectacular ways than 
we can possibly imagine! God speaks to us in the 
whirlwind! God speaks to us in the chaotic 
unpredictable moments of life!  

But Scripture teaches us that it won’t be easy to 
hear; it almost assuredly will not come to us 
through an angel; it almost assuredly will not come 
to us through an audible voice, but it will come. It 
will come, only the Lord knows how, but when it 
does, it will knock you flat! 

And it can change everything. It changed Job’s 
world and it can change ours. 

His heart of humility, his profound desire to 
hear what God had to say, led to the healing of his 
community. 

If we can all have that same courage to listen 
and to love those who oppose us, it can change 
ours as well. 

 


