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“Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep O Lord?” 
That was the frustrated phrase the psalmist used. 
He remembered hearing fantastic stories of God’s 
powerful interventions to defeat Israel’s foes. 
Those were the days! God leveled armies, parted 
seas, brought down the wall of Jericho. Those were 
the days when God was God!  

This morning, we are exploring God’s apparent 
refusal to get too involved in today’s politics and 
world problems. The Old Testament is filled with 
deeds of great power – Wonders as they are known 
by – because they overwhelm us in both scope and 
sheer audacity. Like Psalm 44, we would like this 
same intervention.  

Now, I am not talking about those healing 
miracles. Many of us believe these types of miracles 
still happen every day, if less fantastically, than they 
did in Jesus’ time. I am talking about the acts of 
God, which literally stopped the sun! That would 
surely get people’s attention! 

Certainly, there are those who still see such 
mighty acts from God in today’s world. These 
interpretations include attributing hurricanes, 
earthquakes, or just about any natural disaster, to 
God’s divine wrath for sins they find especially 
heinous. Besides making God seem especially cruel 
(and judgmental), it seems to me God, in Jesus 
Christ, showed us that God’s greater anger is 
kindled against precisely the type of self-righteous 
judgement these so-called evangelists are engaging 
in. As a result, more often than not, it is their 
interpretation that makes us believe even less in 
such dramatic acts, rather than more. 

And yet, if God is the same today, as yesterday, 
and will be tomorrow, it seems problematic to 
dismiss such miracles of nature out of hand. In fact, 
I believe that God does act “wonderfully” and those 

who experience them have a responsibility to share 
their stories. 

In Psalm 44, it is obvious people had done so. In 
verse one we read, “We have heard with our ears 
what our ancestors told us.” Those stories became 
a part of his faith. Even if we don't experience it 
directly, God wants us to know about them. In fact, 
the Hebrew law requires sharing God’s great 
miracles. Deuteronomy 6:20 says, 

… you shall say to your children, ‘We were 
Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt, but the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
The Lord displayed before our eyes great 
and awesome signs and wonders… 

As we can see the primary reason for these 
wonders was liberation, not wanton violence, from 
a frustrated God. That is what the psalmist is asking, 
for God to give them relief from their enemies who 
have hemmed them in all around. 

But it feels, to us, as if God has backed off from 
being that same God we read about in the Bible. It 
feels as if that is the type of God we need now more 
than ever. But, Psalm 44 makes it clear people in 
those days felt the same way. 

The Bible is filled with God’s great acts, but it is 
filled, even more, with people’s frustration. Not 
every chapter in the Bible is a miracle. Even then 
they were rare. In Psalm 44 we are told he heard of 
these stories from his ancestors. Implying that it 
had been at least several generations since such 
bold acts had been seen. 

Far from God sleeping on the job, as the 
Psalmist accused, the divine plan turns a different 
way. Even though we are more concerned with 
God’s acts of power, God was always more 
concerned something else. 

This life is a supreme gift from God. It is a 
glorious bounty. God wants everyone to experience 
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this bounty. God wants justice executed and that 
right swiftly. But there is something God wants 
even more – trust and a new heart. 

It is hard for us to imagine that God, remaining 
hidden, is worth all the trouble it causes. That all 
the wars, all the famine, all the hatred, all the 
indifference could be taken care of if God just 
performed some fantastic spectacle. If God made 
the divine presence known, in a way for which 
there could be no room for doubt, surely people 
would be more obedient. 

But this is not what God is looking for – belief 
that stems from proof. God wants the type of belief 
that comes from not seeing. 

“We walk by faith and not by sight.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:7) 

“Faith is the conviction of things NOT seen.” 
(Hebrews 11:1) 

God wants that part of us that connects to our 
soul to believe, not only our mind. For if we 
believed, simply because our head knew God was 
real, because it had been proved to us, then that 
most important part of ourselves might never make 
that leap. To believe without sight requires 
reaching out – with a “sixth sense” of sorts.  

Imagine, for a moment, you are trapped in a 
warehouse that is flooding. You’re not too worried 
because, despite the many obstacles you must 
traverse, you can see your way out. But then, 
suddenly, the electricity goes out. Panic and fear 
set in. You begin making your way out, but you’re 
constantly smashing your shins and walking into 
walls. You realize that you have been wandering for 
15 minutes and you know you have made a 
dramatically wrong turn, because the exit was only 
about 20 yards away. And the water continues to 
rise. And then you hear a voice. It is your friend who 
can see you. They begin to tell you when to turn 
left, when to stop, and when to lift your leg to step 
over an obstacle. At first, you’re somewhat 
frustrated because you’re still running into walls 
and you’re still smashing your foot. It’s because 
you’re not used to being led by something other 
than your own eyes; you’re not used to truly 

listening to someone else. But, as time goes by, you 
get better at trusting this voice and soon find your 
way to safety. 

To walk by faith and not by sight is to trust. To 
follow God, from the very depths of our being, 
takes hard work. It takes a lot of bumps and bruises 
and, at times, we will feel as if we are walking 
blindly. But God keeps us blind, so to speak, to train 
us to seek him out with our soul. So, while our 
heads might more readily agree and listen to God 
should we see some spectacular sight that proves 
divine power, that deeper part of ourselves which 
seeks our own rules and our own path would never 
let go and fully trust. 

Which leads to God’s second reason to refrain 
from fantastic acts of power and rescue. God has 
made us in the image of God. And God wants us to 
act like it. God is molding us like a piece of clay; and 
that molding has to do with making us into people 
of divine intentions. By remaining hidden, God 
forces us to explore our own motivations. 

If God were constantly revealing the divine self, 
then we might be more likely to put money in the 
offering plate, we might be more willing to speak 
words of kindness, we might refrain from abusing 
the planet, and we might stop from engaging in 
war. But, God did not create human beings to be 
mere shadow puppets, two-dimensional images 
forced to imitate God’s actions, like those shadows 
cast upon the wall. 

This, I think, is the method that God wants us to 
use to forge the world into the type of world God 
intends it to be. Yes, we need just laws; yes, we 
need law enforcement; but, without this change of 
heart we will be perpetually chasing our tail and 
never catch it. Because if we only change the laws, 
but don't change within, people will continue to 
find new ways to hate, new ways to rob, new ways 
to discriminate. 

God wants a deep change to take place in each 
of us, which cannot happen should God constantly 
use these fantastic means to accomplish the divine 
will. God wants us to do it! That’s why we are made 
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as we are, not mere animals, but with a soul. That’s 
what a soul is! 

A new and right heart with us. A new heart 
within us all. That is God’s primary aim for us in this 
life. At times, God will allow life to be impossibly 
difficult and unfair in order to not compromise this 
goal.  

Just this past week, you may have heard about 
the terrible story of an elderly, Mexican man, 91 
years old, who was in this country visiting some 
family. He was beaten with a brick. He was told to 
“go back home”. What do you think his response 
was to this terrible act? What would your response 
be? I know what mine would be – “send them to 
jail!” But, he said, “I don’t resent them. May God 
forgive them.” Now, that is acting like our Lord. 

God wants us to believe in what God believes 
in. God us wants to be agents of hope, justice, and 
love. God wants us to be fully realized “little lower 
than God(s)” (Psalm 8). 

God remains hidden because God wants us act 
like God - even if he didn’t exist. Amen. 

 


