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God’s word reveals unique, profound, and 
challenging truths that without the Bible we would 
never know because they are not obvious.  Not only 
is scripture God’s unique revelation but the 
greatest truths are contrary to our natural instincts. 
 
Truths like…. 
In the image of God, he created them… 

…How is it possible a small semi-hairy biped 
that lives for about fourscore years carries the 
image of the infinite and unimaginable God… 

 
Or I will forgive your evil deeds I will remember your 
sins no more… 

...If there is one thing in the Bible, we don’t 
really believe it’s this one. Other religions come 
to a very different conclusion. God not only 
forgives us but forgets all those sins as well. 
Forgiven is forgiven, and forgiven means 
FORGOTTEN! 

 
Or the Word became flesh, full of grace and truth… 

…this infinite God came down…shrunk down, 
out of love, to redeem us. 

 
Throughout my ministry people have shared 

stories of the power of God’s word in their lives, 
and so Holy Revelation is the next mode of God 
Experience that we will explore this month.  
 

Holy Revelation: An awakening to a deep truth 
with profound clarity; holy insight into God, 
life and the world. 

 
Sometimes all people need is to hear what they 

already know in their heart.  The most inspiring 
sermons are rarely the most creative.  They simply 
tell the old, old story with eyes on today’s 
challenges. And hearing of the power of God’s 
grace can light a person’s soul with God’s love.  

Our text this morning is once again simple, 
brief, and filled with life-altering possibilities. 
 

“If you continue in my word…You shall know the 
truth and the truth will set you free…” (John 
8:32) 

 
The promise we have from embracing God’s 

Holy Revelations come from the Lord 
himself…freedom. Freedom from worry. Freedom 
from pain. Freedom from guilt. Freedom to do what 
is right with the courage to face whatever the 
consequences might be. 
 
Freedom from Fear 
Thou art with me... (Psalm 23) 
 

One person I encountered in my research found 
the recitation of the 23rd Psalm to be especially 
important.  It was right after 9/11 during an 
interfaith service.  They all said the words together, 
and when they came to the phrase, “Yea though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil because thou art with me.” She 
suddenly felt… deep in her soul… that God was in 
fact with her, with all those worshipping and indeed 
the whole world.  It was not new to her; not at all. 
Even so, at that moment God revealed to her (Holy 
Revelation) in a powerful new way, the reality of 
His/Her awesome, loving presence. 
 
Freedom to Say, “Yes!” 
Go from your country and your kindred…  
(Genesis 12:1) 
 

Because Holy Revelation mostly comes through 
scripture, one focus group emphasized the 
importance of teaching scripture more 
thoroughly.  The participants explained that 
knowing God’s truth and understanding God’s 
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actions in biblical times set them free to see God at 
work in their lives and in the world today.  After 
completing a multi-year Bible study, she said,  

It made you get to know God… you see how He 
worked through the ages; it opened my eyes to 
how He was working in my life. 

 
Another woman agreed saying Bible study was key 
to unlocking God’s will for her own life. Knowing 
scriptural truth emboldened her to say, “Yes.”  She 
said,  

Bible study was key…Take Abraham: God told 
him to just leave and go…when the church 
asked for volunteers to lead the children’s 
weekly ministry [I knew] God was wanting me 
to step out in faith; and I did it. 

 
Knowing when to say “Yes” to an opportunity is not 
easy. In fact, often we fail to live in the freedom of 
truth because at first it feels like an awful burden. 
Especially all that Jesus asks of us! 
 
Freedom to Obey 
…walk only in the way that I command you, so that 
it may be well with you.’ (Jeremiah 7:23) 
 

It is all pretty hard stuff…party ending 
stuff…boring stuff…but at one point you will see it, 
the light will come on, and all the hard work of living 
the faith on a daily basis will pay off. 
 

You remember the movie, The Karate Kid. He 
spent hours in the hot sun on Saturday afternoons 
and after school painting Mr. Miyagi’s fence, 
sanding his deck, and waxing his cars.  
 

It felt like wasted time. It felt like it had nothing 
to do with his life goals. It felt like it had nothing to 
do with learning Karate! 

Instead of feeling free he was sore, tired, and 
out of time, and when his anger boiled over, the 
Karate Kid suddenly saw the truth; the truth that 
set him free, when Mr. Miyagi said, “Wax on!” Wax 
off…Paint the fence.”  At that moment the truth of 
his training was revealed, and he was set free. He 

discovered that the whole time his wise master had 
been training him. 
 

When we obey God’s commands it can be hard 
at first.  Therefore, knowing God’s word is critical. 
It is filled with examples like Jacob who endured 
great hardship when he failed to trust God’s ways. 
He stole his brother’s birthright and blessing, and 
as a result, he was on the run from Esau for 40 
years! But when his attitude and heart changed, so 
did his life. 
 
Freedom to Do the Right Thing 
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness (I John 1:19) 
 

When life shows us two diverging roads, the 
strength to choose God’s path comes from turning 
to God’s word, but it is not always obvious. 
 

After graduating from Princeton Seminary in 
the 1920’s, my grandfather faced a hard decision; 
leave the Presbyterian Church to form a new, more 
orthodox denomination, or stay and try to 
reform.  He chose to renounce the PCUSA, 
believing it to no longer be God’s church, and for 20 
years he was a leader in the Orthodox Presbyterian 
denomination.  
 

Over these years, he saw this new 
denomination split, not once but twice more, and 
he felt a growing unease about his decision. 
 

Ironically, even though he believed the PCUSA 
was not obedient to God’s word he realized he had 
not turned to scripture to learn what he should do 
about it! He had not sought God’s word for 
guidance about his decision.   

 
After a thorough study of God’s word, he was 

shocked by what he discovered. Time and time 
again, God’s will in times of disagreement and 
disobedience is to remain together! Not to leave! 
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And so, now he decided to be obedient to God’s 
word, which tells us if we confess our sins we shall 
be cleansed. He returned to the Presbyterian 
Church by standing before those he had earlier 
condemned and he said, “It was wrong of me to do 
what I did.” 

 
His confession set him free to return to the path 

God had for him. 
 
Freedom in Christ 
I am the way, the truth, and the life… (John 14:6) 

Ultimately, Holy Revelation is not about 
learning the Bible. Here is why. 

 
A few months ago, the Rotary program featured 

a Teddy Roosevelt impersonator.  Teddy is one of 
those presidents that stands out in our minds as 
being a forceful personality who made bold 
decisions some of them of lasting greatness like 
creating the National Parks system.  

 
But beyond a few vague impressions and 

forgotten facts that was all he was to me. An 
important historical figure. But the impersonator 
changed that.  It was not simply because it was 
informative, though I did learn a lot about him. 
Instead by the end of the Rotary program I truly felt 
as if I had met him.  It was powerful, inspiring, and 
surprisingly endearing. In fact, it made me proud to 
be an American.  And along with everyone in that 
room our applause felt like applause for our 26th 
president, not the impersonator standing before 
us.   

 
In the end, Holy Revelation is not about learning 

the Bible but to meet, to love, and to trust the Lord 
Jesus Christ whom the Bible introduces to us. Like 
that impersonator, the goal of scripture is to reveal 
the inner character of Christ so that we will know 
him as our dear friend, Lord, and Master.  

 
Throughout my life, Christ has continued to 

reveal himself to me, mostly through others. 
Through their love, their service, their insight, and 

their faith my faith, my love, and my awe for him 
has grown.   
 

The Bible introduced Christ to me, but I have 
come to truly know him through you and others like 
you. Every time a new aspect is revealed my heart 
sings, my faith soars, and my commitment to him is 
deepened.   

 
You can trust it. Take it to the bank. Live this 

faith with everything, and in those moments when 
you need it, it can set you free. And when you are 
free in Christ, you are free indeed! Amen.  

 


