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Rick Warren opens the second section of his 
book, Better Together, asking “Will anyone be in 
heaven because of you?” While an intriguing 
question, the answer according to Reformed 
theology for all of us is a resounding “No!” The 
Bible makes it clear in many places that salvation 
begins and ends with God. God would not leave 
the fate of someone else’s soul in your hands or 
mine; that would be bad parenting. 

Instead, Scripture speaks of God’s electing and 
people’s faithful response. For example in 
Ephesians 1:4 we are told “God chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world.” And Romans 
tells us “those whom He predestined, he also 
called, those he called, he also justified.” God does 
the choosing not us. 

And yet God has given us a profoundly 
important task. We are to reach out to the world 
sharing the good news of Christ. Paul described it 
this way, “I planted, Apollos watered and God 
gave the growth.” 

Paul’s analogy in 2 Corinthians is most helpful 
for us. He declares that we have been given the 
ministry of reconciliation as ambassadors for 
Christ. In Biblical times the ambassador had 
plenipotentiary power. This means they were 
given full authority to represent the one who sent 
them. We have heard stories of ambassadors 
acting up and besmirching the name. Thus, how 
we live together and in the world is absolutely 
critical to our plenipotentiary witness. 

Now the ambassadorial task God has given us is 
reconciliation (vs. 18). Verse 19 tells us God has 
reconciled the world to Himself in Christ Jesus. 
Reconciliation is another way the Bible describes 
God’s action in Jesus Christ. When the Bible 
speaks of salvation the emphasis is on Jesus saving 
us from something – Hell, our sins and death. 

When the Bible speaks of reconciliation the 
emphasis is on restoring us to something – God 
the Father and one another. 

When we share God’s reconciling word we are 
not proclaiming that God will forgive them if they 
have faith. No! We are proclaiming that God has 
forgiven them! God has redeemed them! God has 
reconciled them and the whole world to Himself. 
God has died to His claim on you and on me. As 19 
tells us, God has not counted our trespasses 
against us. This is good news people! 

Like the prodigal son, all we need to experience 
this forgiveness is to come home and, unlike the 
elder brother, we must not begrudge anyone God 
welcomes home lest we wind up on the outside 
looking in. 

In his second section, Warren describes this 
task as Reaching Out Together. This largely 
happens through the openness of our doors 
reflecting the hospitality of Christ and the 
openness of our hearts in accepting all people as 
Christ. 

Reaching out begins by welcoming in. Since, as 
Paul explained, the world has been reconciled to 
God we welcome the world with the hospitality of 
Christ. Those of us on staff see this on a weekly 
basis. Think of all who pass through our doors. 
There are homeless who come to eat and sleep. 
Policemen and woman use Fogartie Hall for an 
annual meeting. We have older adults who do 
Zumba in the Social Hall. Young men from the 
neighborhood use the basketball court for pickup 
games on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
Birthday parties bring little boys and girls to the 
Family Life Center. Fogartie Hall welcomes dozens 
from our church and community to talk about race 
and other pressing issues. This is only the smallest 
sampling of any given week!!!! 
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By opening our doors and welcoming people in 
from different cultures and for various purposes, 
we make a statement about how we believe we 
are to live in this world. We are to welcome all to 
this house of God because God has first welcomed 
us. This church is not here for our use but for 
God’s purpose. As ambassadors to the world we 
open ourselves to the world because God has 
broken down the dividing walls between us, so we 
must live like it!! 

If we fail in the ministry of hospitality, the world 
will hardly care about what we have to say. An 
Ambassador must be received by the other 
country, or else risk becoming a persona non 
grata; an unwelcome person booted out of their 
place of calling. Our hospitality must have an 
attitude of friendship not patronizing self-
righteousness. Warren writes, “We earn the right 
to share the gospel through relationship.” He 
challenges us to always be courteous and 
authentic in our friendships with those God calls 
us to be with. As Paul writes, “Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God.” 

But there is a deeper layer that this ministry of 
reconciliation requires. It is acceptance on the 
level that Christ accepts us. 

This one is tricky because we often have 
difficulty distinguishing between accepting 
someone as a person of intrinsic worth and 
condoning their behavior. Fortunately, God does 
not have the same problem. 

Warren points out that “Jesus knows everything 
they have ever done, everything they’ve ever said, 
everything they’ve ever thought, and yet He still 
loves and accepts them. And so should we.” (Better 
Together, p.52) 

And we should point out that, “While we were 
still sinners Christ died for us.” You and I are 
sinners just the same as those yet to know God. 
This is what binds us all to each other. We are all 
sinners. Christ died for us all. God reconciles all of 
us. 

Bonhoeffer tells it like it is; 
“If my sinfulness appears to me to be in any 
way smaller or less detestable in comparison 
with the sins of others, I am still not 
recognizing my sinfulness at all. ... How can I 
possibly serve another person in unfeigned 
humility if I seriously regard his sinfulness as 
worse than my own?” 

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together 

It is easy for us to acknowledge the truth of 
Bonhoeffer’s statement but hard to feel it in our 
bones. Secretly we believe that our sins are the 
ones that don't count too much. But those sins of 
my neighbor, well, the flames of Hell surely are 
licking at his heels. 

In order to get past our pride we need to look 
at the world through eyes other than our own. 

Paul explains how we can accept them, how we 
can get past their faults – “No longer look at them 
from a human point of view”. We don't base our 
acceptance of them on their resume, appearance, 
bank account, or reputation – for good or ill. God 
does not count their trespasses against them Paul 
tells us in verse 19. 

We need to see them not with our own eyes 
but the eyes of Christ. His eyes could see past 
blemishes of mind and body. When others saw a 
sinful woman, He saw a woman who loved Him. 
She washed His feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair! When others saw a conniving 
tax collector, He saw a son of Abraham. When a 
whole crowd saw criminals being crucified, He saw 
a brother to welcome into paradise. 

His eyes were so pure and so deep that He 
could look past all our sins, all our weakness, and 
see the deep goodness within. He saw someone 
God loved and God has created. This kind of 
acceptance is what led people to bow at His feet, 
to listen to His wisdom and to see the face of God. 

I remember a ministry we had in Arkansas at 
First Presbyterian - R.A.I.N (Regional Aids 
Interfaith Network). In the 1990’s when it was still 
a death sentence, those with AIDS in small town 
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Arkansas were outcast – literally. They were dying 
alone, feeling abandoned by society. Because of 
this rejection and shaming, many felt like they 
were being punished by God. Many felt they were 
not worth of being loved. 

As Christians we cannot let this happen to 
anyone. 

Their own churches refused to minister to them 
and many of their parents had shunned them. 

Our church members were the only ones who 
reached out together, in the name of Christ, to 
offer them the compassion of Christ. We wiped 
their brows in sickness, drove them to doctor’s 
appointments, and helped them sort through a 
myriads of medicines. We accepted them as 
people that Christ called us to reach out to. We 
strove to see them as He did – His precious 
children. 

When we put them to rest, they died knowing 
that Jesus died for them. That God did not count 
their trespasses against them. 

They knew in their heart of hearts, that we 
accepted them, and that they were loved by God 
so they, in turn, could finally love God back again. 


